
Charles Darwin School 
Headlines  

This week we held two information evenings for parents, focusing on how to support our Year 10 and Year 
11 students throughout their GCSE journey. The evenings were also an opportunity to set the rhythm for 
the year and highlight key dates. 
 
Year 11 Information Evening 
On Tuesday, we welcomed Year 11 parents to our year 11 information evening, sharing practical advice 
and key information to help parents support their child over the coming months. 
 
Year 10 Introduction to GCSE’s 
On Thursday, we welcomed Year 10 parents and students to our Introduction to GCSE evening, providing 
an overview of what to expect as students begin their GCSE journey and how parents can support them 
along the way. 
 
For those unable to attend, the presentation slides will be available on the school website. 
Please keep an eye on your emails for important information throughout the year. 
 

Year 7 Induction /Meet the Tutor  
I am very much looking forward to welcoming our Year 7 parents next Tuesday, 29th September. If you 
haven’t yet booked an appointment with your child’s tutor, please do so. The event is a great chance to 
meet and talk about how your child is settling into secondary school life. 
 
Charles Darwin Christmas Card Competition  
It’s time to launch the Charles Darwin Christmas Card Competition 2026! Last year’s entries were 
fantastic, and I can’t wait to see the creativity and talent our students bring again this year. Please do 
encourage your child to take part. Further details can be found on the poster included in the Link.  
 

Aston Smith, Headteacher 





New Staff who joined CDS 

Ms L. Hamilton  My name is Ms Hamilton, and I am delighted to be joining Charles Darwin School as 
Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion. Alongside this role, I will be overseeing Year 8 and 
English as well as teaching English Language and Literature.  
 
Throughout my career, I have been fortunate to hold a variety of leadership roles, including 
Head of English, Head of Year, Head of Key Stage and, most recently, Assistant 
Headteacher for Inclusion. As an English teacher with additional qualifications and 
experience in Special Educational Needs, I am passionate about ensuring that every child 
feels supported, valued and able to achieve their very best. 
 
I firmly believe that strong partnerships between school and home are key to helping young 
people thrive. I look forward to working closely with students and their families to help every 
child fulfil their potential and, wherever possible, exceed it. 
 
Since joining Charles Darwin, I have been welcomed with open arms and have already been 
struck by the friendliness, kindness and positivity of both staff and students. I am incredibly 
excited to become part of this wonderful community and look forward to getting to know you 
all over the coming months. 

Mr M. Stamato  I am delighted to have joined Charles Darwin School as Assistant Headteacher for 
Behaviour.  
 
Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my family and friends.  
 
I am passionate about supporting young people to make positive choices and achieve their 
full potential. I am really looking forward to becoming part of the Charles Darwin community 
and getting to know the students, staff, parents and carers.  

Mr M. Holmes  I am delighted to have joined Charles Darwin School this September as part of my new role 
as the Attendance Lead for Lumero Educational Trust. 
 
I have worked in education for the past 14 years, most recently as an Assistant Principal at a 
secondary school in South London. Attendance has been a major part of my work in recent 
years, and I am passionate about ensuring that every young person has the opportunity to be 
in school, feel that they belong and achieve their potential. 
 
A big part of my role will be working alongside the team at Charles Darwin to support 
students and families with attendance. My approach is rooted in the belief that every student 
matters and every day matters. We want our young people to know that we notice when they 
are here, that their contribution to our school community is valued, and that we will work with 
families when there are barriers to attendance. 
 
Outside of school, I am kept busy by my young family. I enjoy running and completed the 
London Marathon earlier this year. Music has also always been a big part of my life, and in a 
former life I played and recorded jazz trombone. Going back even further, I was once an 
England Schools bridge champion – a claim to fame that doesn't come up particularly often. 
  
I am really looking forward to becoming part of the Charles Darwin community and meeting 
many of you over the coming months. 

Mr D. Langdown  Hello everyone! My name is Mr Langdown, and I am thrilled to be joining the school 
community as a new member of the Geography Department. Although I was born locally in 
Bromley, I grew up living all over the world in places like Singapore and India. Experiencing 
such diverse landscapes and rich cultures firsthand is what truly sparked my passion for our 
planet, and it is the main reason I love teaching and learning about geography today.  
 
Outside of the classroom, I am a keen sportsman. I play as a scrum-half for Swanley Rugby 
Club and am a passionate football fan (up the Palace!). I am really excited to be here at 
Charles Darwin and cannot wait for the school year ahead. 

Mrs G. Lloyd-Hakki  Hello, my name is Mrs Lloyd-Hakki and I am delighted to be joining the team as a Learning 
Support Assistant.  
  
I previously worked at King’s College Hospital for 14 years within the Date and Finance 
Division.  After many years I decided that I would like to do something more meaningful within 
my local community, where I could make a positive difference to others.  
  
I am excited about my new role and look forward to supporting and encouraging students in 
their learning and development.  
  
Outside of work, I enjoy travel, discovering new places and cultures.   



Inktober Competition 2026 

 

Examples from last year  You can create your own grid or pick up one from the main reception.  
 
Have fun drawing! 

Mrs Broad  
 
 



 In the meantime, anyone interested in applying 
should contact either Helen Hartley, Chair of 
Governors, (hhartley@CDS.lumero.org) or Julie 
Hodgkinson, Clerk to the Governors 
(jhodgkinson@lumero.org)  for further details.   

mailto:hhartley@CDS.lumero.org
mailto:jhodgkinson@lumero.org


Menu for the week 28.09.2026 

Congratulations and well done to the following 14 students who have been 
appointed Year 11 Prefects after successful applications. These students will be 
fantastic representations for the year group, and we were so impressed with all 
applications:   
 
Niamh Paton 
Jenson Ladd-Talbot 
Jess Cummins 
Jessie Osborne 
Rosie Kelly – Johnson 
Danielle Osafo 
Poppy Mason 
 

Miss Gillespie  

Leila Jones 
Zach Horton 
Millie Ford 
Lola Clarke 
Alfie Kent 
Sam Young 
Josh Clements 

Congratulations to Mia in Year 11 who had another super summer. 
She has won team silver at National Championships and had lots of wins and 
placings at the Derby Show in Wales. 
 
Well done Mia - what an amazing achievement.  
 

Miss Gillespie  



Charles Darwin School  
Preloved Uniform Shop 

 Promoting a positive eco-friendly culture of reusing  

              Did you know we have a preloved uniform shop with 
a variety of nearly new  school uniform and PE kits? 

 
 

If you are interested in checking stock, please send an email with your 
requirements (size, gender, specific item) to preloveduniform@cdarwin.com   
 
you can also use the link below or scan the QR code.  
 
Charles Darwin Preloved uniform requests 2026-2027  

mailto:preloveduniform@cdarwin.com
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-alq4nNt8ECd0L1vbg3quyBFZT9URfxOr8MISoTgLsdUQkoyWVlLQkRCUkQ4VTBJS0xIWlZWTUdPSi4u&route=shorturl


Attendance  

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043 
 
 

If you wish to report your child’s absence, OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS, please call the school on 01959 574043 and 
when prompted to enter the extension number, please dial 1 and you will be taken through to the student absence 
line where you can leave a message regarding your child’s absence. This ensures we know your child is safe and 

their absence is authorised where possible.  
 

Thank you for your support. 

 
Parents should be advised that the school does not provide students with Paracetamol 
unless it is a medical emergency. We have a limited supply in school and prefer that 
medication wherever possible is administered at home. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                        

Mrs Booth 
Health  Care Lead 

Attendance and Parental Survey 
In week 3, attendance across Years 7–11 was 93.6%. A special mention goes to Year 7, who achieved 98.0% as a 
year group. Well done to 7EKa, who had 100% attendance for the week! 
Our top five tutor groups for attendance so far this year are: 

 

 
 
Thank you to the 200 parents and carers who have already completed our survey. If you haven’t responded yet, 
you can share your views at 
 
Help Us Improve Attendance at Charles Darwin – Fill in form the link will remain open for the next 48 hours. If you 
have already responded, there is no need to do so again. Thank you! 
 
One thing to try this week 
If mornings are difficult, take it one day at a time. The night before, agree one small first step with your child, getting 
dressed, having breakfast or leaving the house. In the morning, focus on that step rather than the whole school day. 
If getting in is becoming a regular struggle, please tell us. We can work out the next step together. 
 

Mr Holmes  

Tutor group Attendance 

7EKa 99.2% 

7HJd 98.7% 

7JAi 98.5% 

7STi 98.3% 

11RBr/KSa 98.0% 

Several students and staff members live with severe life-threatening nut allergies. 
Even trace amounts resulting from minor contact or airborne exposure can potentially 
trigger a serious anaphylactic reaction. 
  
Please ensure that no nuts or products containing nuts are brought into school.  
  
Thank you for your continued support in helping us to maintain a safe environment for 
everyone.  

 
Mrs Booth 

Health  Care Lead 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/8Fwv5bjJY8


September  
29th September - Trip: Sixth Form History Trip to Hampton Court 
29th September - Year 7 Meet the Tutor, Hall  
 
October  
1st October - Sports Award Evening  
9th October - Early close due to Open day  
10th October - Open Day  
12th-16th October - Open Morning Tours  
20th-30th October - Half term  
 
November  
2nd November - Inset Day  

Dates for the Diary  

Term dates for 2026/27 can be found by clicking on 
the link below: 

 
Charles Darwin School - Term Dates  

Year 8 Duty Pupil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Services Duty Pupils 
 
Isla Comley 
Harry Wilson 
Dexter Davies 
Sophia Bailey 
Billy Visser 

 
They have been fantastic this week, and their help has been invaluable. 

Early Bird tickets, before 13th October are just £8: 
https://friends-of-charles-darwin-
school.sumupstore.com/ or £10 per ticket nearer the 
time. 

 
We are introducing a new game "Play your Cards 
Right' as a teaser for a future event. 
  
Hope to see you there. 

PTA 

James Wilkinson 
Ben Smith 
Harper Cunningham  
Gracie Weston 
Daniel Ings 
 

Alby Fowler 
Ellie-May Mustafa 
Layla Mai Lucas 
Max Brocklehurst 
Mason McCartney 

https://www.cdarwin.com/Term-Dates/
https://friends-of-charles-darwin-school.sumupstore.com/
https://friends-of-charles-darwin-school.sumupstore.com/


 
  
 

  

  
 First Aider 

One day a week (Wednesday), 38 weeks a year  
£15.25 per hour (pay award pending) 

 
We wish to appoint a suitably qualified person to join our committed and hardworking Pastoral 
Team to provide First Aid one day a week (Wednesday).  The successful candidate should an 
enthusiastic and empathetic individual who will deal with all aspects of First Aid for staff and 

students and also for named students with specific medical needs. Ideally, we would like someone 
to work from 8.30am to 2.30pm but there may be some flexibility for the right candidate. The 

successful candidate will work closely with the school’s Pastoral Team and our Health Care Lead.  
 

Whilst ideally we are looking for someone with first aid skills, we are able to provide training where 
necessary. 

 
We are a “good” school (Ofsted 2023) with an ethos that encourages academic rigour, high 

expectations and a well-disciplined approach to learning.   
 

Application Forms are available on our website www.cdarwin.com – key information – vacancies. 
 

Closing date: 12 noon on Friday 2nd October 2026 
 
 

Please note:  all applicants must complete the Lumero Educational Trust support staff 
application form which is available on our website: www.cdarwin.com about us/vacancies.  

CVs alone will not be considered. 
 

The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety of children and 
young people and expects all staff to share this commitment.  Any offer of employment will be 

subject to an Enhanced Disclosure with the Disclosure and Barring Service and full background 
and online checks. 

 
Charles Darwin School is part of Lumero Educational Trust 

 

 
  
  
  

 

  
Charles Darwin School 
  
Headteacher: Aston Smith, BA (Hons), MA, 
NPQH 

Jail Lane 
Biggin Hill 

Westerham 
Kent TN16 3AU 

Tel: 01959 574043 
enquiries@cds.lumero.org 
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