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                                           FLASHPOINT REVISIONNarrative:
· Europe was devastated after the war people had no jobs, money or hope. Communism was appealing to these people as it ensured everyone had enough. 
· Stalin didn’t need to start a war he just needed to influence the unhappy people of Europe to support communism and set up communist governments. 
· Many countries in Eastern Europe had been liberated (freed) from Nazi rule by the Soviets and already had communist governments in place, Truman feared this could happen in other countries too.
·  Some governments (Greece and Turkey) were too poor to combat communist revolutions in their own countries, if Greece and Turkey became communist then other countries and the Middle East would follow, this was known as the Domino Theory. 
· The US hoped other wealthy countries like Britain would help rebuild shattered Europe, however after six years with Britain nearly bankrupt aid to other countries was impossible,
· TRUMAN DECIDES ITS TIME TO TAKE ACTION. On 12th March 1947 Truman delivered a speech officially announcing aid that would be provided, he made a clear statement of what he saw as the differences between democracy and communism. 
· These two alternative ways of life that each country must choose (freedom or force, good or evil) with the US offering aid to those countries trying to resist communism, these ideas became known as ‘the Truman Doctrine.’  
Cause: A result of the spread of soviet control in Eastern Europe. The USA was determined to stop the spread of communism. Truman feared that the Soviet Union would encourage revolutions throughout the parts of Europe that they did not already control. He thought People in Europe would find Communism appealing as much of Europe were suffering as a result of the war. 
1. France, Italy and Greece had been devastated by the war

People: Harry Truman (president of the US)
Event:  Truman Doctrine                                                                                                         Date: 12 March 1947

Consequence:
· New approach to international relations for USA
· Isolationism abandoned- replaced with containment
· USA was setting itself up as the leader of the fight against communism
· USA prepared to send troops and economic aid to countries resisting communism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]USA provides economic aid to Europe
· Marshall plan- fighting communism with financial aid  
Importance: 
· Huge impact on international relations 
· USA now direct opposition to the communist Soviet Union
· Truman Doctrine- containment- Marshall Plan
· America offered Marshall Aid to Europe- Stalin rejected it for Communist countries
· worsening relations between the USA and the USSR
Exemplar question/ answer: 
Explain two consequences of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan. 
Explain the importance of the Truman Doctrine for the development of the Cold War in the years 1947-55. 
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