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Welcome 
As we commence this new academic year 
I would like to welcome to all our new 
families. It has been a pleasure 
welcoming the new Year 7 students into 
our school community this last week and 
of course seeing all the students from 
other years return after the summer 
break.    
 

This academic year, after the distractions 
and interruptions necessitated by the 
pandemic, our first priority is to get the 
school functioning in a near normal 
manner as possible, enabling all students 
to experience a high quality, broad, rich 
curriculum; enabling a focus on making 
very good educational progress.  
 

Last week I spoke to all year groups 
during their start of year assembly, 
welcomed everyone back and discussed 
the importance of doing absolutely 
everything possible this year to make up 
for the pandemic related lost educational 
ground. I reiterated to all years the need 
to approach the year with purpose and 
determination; despite the lost learning 
time everyone can make the best 
possible progress if we get our approach 
right.  
 

I asked all students to: 
 

1. Make sure that their focus on 
educational progress is total 

2. Avoid all distractions that get in the 
way of enabling this progress 

3. Make sure that teachers are allowed to 
focus on facilitating good academic 
progress by ensuring that behavioural 
distractions, uniform transgressions, 
missing equipment problems, social 
media distractions are avoided. 

 

The response from students so far has 
been excellent, the vast majority have 
commenced the year very well and there 
is a sense of purpose and determination 
evident with the vast majority of our 
students. 
 

On the issue of social media usage, can I 
please remind parents to keep a watch on 
their children’s online presence. We are 
often informed by parents and children of 
disputes that originate well out of school 
hours on social media. Dealing with the 
fallout from this is often time consuming 
and fruitless for our staff; taking their 
attention away from the task of ensuring 
good academic progress.  
 

Sunil Chotai 
 

Charles Darwin School 

I am delighted to report that our Sixth Form students and Year 11 
students have again achieved some fantastic results. This year, 
despite the complications of the pandemic, the cancellation of the 
public examinations and the stress and strains of having to provide 
evidence of their knowledge and understanding via class based 
assessments, our students achieved some superb results. 

This year our Year 13 students achieved: 

Grade (%) 

A*-A 31 

A*-B 58 

A*-C 88 

A*-E ( pass rate) 99 

At GCSE the grades distribution was equally impressive: 

Grade % 

8-9 12 

7-9 24 

5-9 62 

The overall figures include some outstanding individual 
performances at both A level and at GCSE. About 30 students 
achieved more than 5 grade 7 and above, and there were many 
who surpassed our expectations. Overall at GCSE 77.6% of our 
pupils achieved 5 grade 4+ and 75% in both English and Maths 
are included in these 5 grades. 
 
We are very pleased for all our students who have passed these 
important examinations which now provides them with the ideal 
platform to move onto their next stage of education and training.  
 
Students of all abilities performed very well and as ever this is a 
credit to their hard work, the support that parents provided and the 
dedication and professionalism of the teachers. My thanks and 
congratulations to everyone concerned.  

Charles Darwin School celebrates  
‘A’ Level and GCSE results success  



Oyster Cards 
We have been informed that from Monday the bus 
companies will not allow students on to the buses 
without an Oyster card. Please can parents ensure 
that their children have their Oyster card if they come 
to and from school by bus. This is a decision made 
by the bus companies and is beyond our control. 

Special congratulations to the following students for their GCSE performance: 
 
Abbey Leonard, Aimee Cheeseman, Alexander Wilkinson, Aliya Forde, Andrew Handley, Billy Seddon, Elley Hollman 
Emily Turnham, Geena Wood, George Sheldrick, Holly Doyle, Izzi Doyle, Jack Woods, James Kennell, Jodie Shillito 
Kirsty Hunt, Lauren Rufford, Leila Lagder, Lily Ash, Lily Steen, Maddie Clements, Megan Chenery, Michaela Bell 
Oluwatobi Abiodun, Ria Peters, Sadheera Singhara Mudalige, Samuel Woods, Thea D’Apice and Yasmin Cazalet-
Smith. 
 
and to: 
 
Abbie Summerscales, Aimee Lineker, Andrew Stevens, Annabel Rice, Blake Bonthron, Cameron Hallett, Izabela 
Miraszewska, Kai Grant, Natasha Withers, Nicola Damms, Samuel Walker, Teide Marrable and Victoria Rufford 
 
for their performance at A Level, and to the following students for their performance in the Applied A Levels: 
 
Bethany Evans, Ella Plowman, Hailey Atkinson, Helen Cotzias, Jacob Andrade, Jessica Doyle, Josie Kaufman-Hill 
Maria Smith and Natasha Lisney. 
 

Sunil Chotai 

Starting the new academic year we now know from TFL that there are 2 x 664 bus services to New Addington and    
1 x 684 service to Orpington/Green St Green. During the lockdown and reopening phases of the pandemic, the 
Government put £80 million extra funding for bus services to enable social distancing. We were fortunate to have an 
extra service for both the 664 and 684. This funding has now finished and so the 5 buses entering the school has 
now run its course. Parents, students and also the teaching staff who are at bus duty every day have been satisfied 
with the number of seats available, the lower anxiety of students and the well-ordered system of getting students to 
and from school. TFL have monitored the numbers of students coming to and from school.  
 
We have worked with TFL, with the Bromley Safer Transport Team, local Councillors and our local MP to aim to 
improve both of the services to the pandemic-level capacity. Two issues have arisen. Firstly, there are quite a 
number of students that do not ‘tap-in’ their Oyster card. As such, their statistics on bus journeys to and from school, 
but especially to school in the morning don’t reflect the true numbers of students using the service. Can parents 
make sure that their students have an Oyster card and that they use it. The second issue is around the complaints 
procedure. Whilst we work hard with TFL and the bus companies, we often receive complaints about bus services. 
TFL have asked us to remind parents that they should complain directly to TFL through their customer services 
complaints department https://tfl.gov.uk/help-and-contact/contact-us-about-buses or call 0343 222 1234 and make 
sure that the number of the bus service is in the title of the complaint. Do please continue to let the school know, but 
please make TFL your priority for the call. The more parents that do this, the stronger the case we have for more 
buses. 
 
We plan on starting back up the minibus service which ran pre-pandemic. Letters have been sent out via email to 
Year 7 parents. This is a limited service operating once before school and once after school to ‘harder to reach’ 
areas in the villages around the Green St Green area. As with previous years this will be prioritised to year 7 
students first. More details on this will follow in the coming weeks but is by application and comes with a cost in the 
£100 region per term.  

Mr R Jones 

664 and 684 Bus Services 

REMINDER… 
 

Year 7 School photos are on  
Tuesday 14th September 2021 

Science Surgery 
‘Catch up and confidence building in Science’ 
The Science Faculty are holding a Science Surgery every Monday after school in the Science Laboratory, SC5. 
There will be a teacher present to support your child with any Science questions or concerns that they have as a 
result to disrupted learning due to the pandemic. This will run from 3.00pm to 3.40pm. It is open to all KS3 and KS4 
students. No need to book, just turn up. 
 
KS5 pupils who have concerns should speak to their subject teachers directly to arrange support/tuition. 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full reason on every day of their child’s absence. 



WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 

Mr Mills - Maths 
Hi everyone! By way of introduction my name is Mr Mills and I have joined the Maths 
department as part of my teacher training. I was once a student at Charles Darwin School 
and finished 6th Form to go on to study Maths at the University of Reading. I enjoy 
watching and playing any sporting activity, but my favourite sports are football and tennis.  

Mr Jones - Maths 
Hello all students and parents alike! My interests are rugby, star gazing and music. This 
may not come as such a shock considering I am originally from the land of song and rugby 
namely West Wales (West is best!). I also enjoy cooking, hiking and some DIY, and yes 
even assembling IKEA furniture is no problem these days!! I like Japanese food, hate 
warmed up lettuce and my favourite thing is honey …I am the original honey monster.        
I look forward to meeting you all in due course and of course walking the surrey hills.  

Miss Agyeman - Science 
Hi! My name is Miss Agyeman and I teach Science. Outside this, I enjoy cooking, baking, 
reading and cycling. I am looking forward to getting involved in the extra-curricular 
activities here at Charles Darwin School, particularly fundraising. 
  

Miss Monk - History 
Hello, I am really excited to teach History at Charles Darwin School. My favourite topic in 
History is the Vietnam War. I enjoy learning about different historical events and visiting 
historical sites in my spare time.  
  

Miss Hayes - Art & Textiles 
I am really looking forward to teaching at Charles Darwin. Before I did my teacher training, 
I worked in New York, Ghana (Cape Coast) and London for design companies. I love being 
outside and since moving to Kent from London I am making the most of the beautiful walks 
and scenery. I also love sea swimming so have made various trips to the coast over the 
summer holidays. Cooking and baking are my favourite hobbies and I make great 
brownies! I love sports and exercise and hope to run the London Marathon next year.  

Miss Corris - MFL 
Hello, my name is Miss Corris. I studied French and German at university and have been 
working with the Charles Darwin MFL department for the last year. During my time at 
university, I spent a year abroad, first teaching at a French secondary school in Paris, and 
then working for an advocacy group in Berlin, Germany. I enjoy travelling and have 
managed to visit every continent (except for Antarctica!). I also enjoy sport and music, and 
am looking forward to getting involved in extra-curricular clubs at Charles Darwin.  

Ms Carter - Sixth Form Pastoral Support Manager 
Hello, I am Ms Carter and I am really happy to be joining the 6th Form team as Pastoral 
Support Manager.   
 

If I ever have any free time I like cooking, seeing family and friends, visiting National Trust 
and English Heritage properties (I love the gold bathroom at Eltham Palace!) and reading;  
I am currently reading ‘Becoming, Michelle Obama’ who is someone I have admired for 
years. 

An additional inset day will be held on Monday 1st November 2021 



Meet Ted, our Wellbeing Assistant 
My name is Ted, I am a Cockapoo and I love meeting new people and I’m 
a really good listener. 
 
I started working at Charles Darwin School in the Counselling department 
during the first lockdown in March 2020, I was just 16 weeks old and felt 
really overwhelmed, but soon loved seeing all the students and getting to 
know the staff here. 
 
I help with the counselling sessions; we have walks and talks…I enjoy 
chasing my ball across the field and rolling around on the grass… I also 
like playing with my many 
toys in the counselling 
office and being fed 
treats… I am quite good at 
rolling over and shaking 
paws and would love to 
get to know you. 
 

Ted 

WELLBEING 

Want to meet new friends and spend a lunchtime playing 
games and activities? Why not got to Buddies, a social 

group led by 6th Form Prefects.  
 
When?   Starting Thursday 16 September at lunchtime.  
 
Where?   For the first week, Year 7s should meet the prefects on the Year 7  
   courts at 1.15pm after they have eaten their lunch. They will then be 

   shown where to go. 
 

The club will be held in Dr2 every week 

 

B  U  D  D  I  E  S ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ 



Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Monday 1st November 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

Duty Pupils: 06.09.2021 - 10.09.2021 
 
Many thanks to Calum Ford, Jessica Jones, Harry 
Dixon, Freya Story, Liam Stacey, Esme Bunting, 
Harvey McPhillips, Alicia Bacon, Blake Bird and Chenai 
Gibbs. 
 

 

 

Mrs Kadshaw 

Pupils for Praise 

Longley boys to represent Great Britain in BMX World Championships 2022! 

It has been an amazing Summer of BMX racing despite the World 
Championships in Holland being cancelled due to COVID.  
 
Ben Longley (Year 8) and Lewis Longley (Year 10) were inspired to 
race their best in the National and British competitions over the 
Summer following the two GB Olympic medal successes – Kye Whyte 
(Silver) and Beth Shriever (Gold). 
 
Results of the National Series (based on five of seven rounds):- 
Ben – National Number 4 
Lewis – National Number 1 
 
Results from the British Championships (one race for the British title) 
Ben – British Number 2 
Lewis – British Number 5 
 
The boys results helped contribute to both their club (TNT – based at Cyclopark, Kent) and their team (Prostart FTB 
UK) coming top in their respective divisions too.  
 
These results have secured both boys through to represent Great Britain at the World Championships in Nantes, 
France in July 2022. 
 
Well done Ben and Lewis, an amazing achievement. 

Dates for the Diary 

Tuesday 28 and Thursday 30 September 
Year 10 Geography Trip to Olympic Village, Stratford  
 
Wednesday 15 September 
Year 13 UCAS Evening 
 
Wednesday 13 October 
Year 7 Settling in Tea - Meet the Tutor 
 
Friday 15 October 
End of Term 




