
Charles Darwin School 
Headlines 
Open Morning and Open Week 
My thanks to staff and to our tour guides for ensuring such a wonderful display on Open Morning.  Feedback from 
parents during the morning and from those that were more formally interviewed at the end of their visit were all very 
positive about our school. The feedback from the Open Week tours this week has also been overwhelmingly 
complimentary.  
 
It was, of course, really good that Aston Smith, the new Headteacher, was able to attend and address prospective 
parents.  This was reassuring for many parents that I spoke to. 
 
Parents were particularly impressed with: 
   
• Our guides. Parents reported that the pupils all talked very enthusiastically and positively about their school. 

The students, especially those who were more mature, seemed to be very proud to be at Charles Darwin. 
This helped generate an atmosphere of a happy and caring environment where pupils were well nurtured. 

 
• The friendliness and enthusiasm of the staff. Many parents said that they felt that staff are a real strength of 

the school, they seem very committed and that their energy and willingness came across well. 
   
• Whilst some parents felt that our buildings could do with a bit of investment, they also appreciated that we 

were making the most of what we have.  
 
It is gratifying to hear positive parental feedback; I know staff and pupils across the school have worked hard to 
secure the atmosphere that the parents are commenting on.  My thanks and well done to all.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
After the Open Day on Saturday, as if that was not enough, a group of staff had organised the DoE Bronze practice 
walk with a group of our Year 11 students. It was really pleasing and uplifting to see the staff and students getting 
ready for their walk. The giving up of a whole Saturday for the Open Day and the walk is outstanding commitment 
indeed from these members of our staff and pupils. My congratulation and best wishes to the students who are now 
undertaking their qualifying expedition. 
 
Covid Vaccinations Postponed  
Parents will be aware that our scheduled Covid 19 vaccination for 12–15-year-old students had to be postponed 
because of an NHS organisational error.  Having set-up the hall, organised a number of other related matters and 
primed the children it was very disappointing for all of us, parents, staff and students that due to an error with the 
NHS team we could not go ahead as planned. We are told that a rescheduled vaccination date will be offered to us 
soon. 
 
Half Term 
As we end this first half term of the new school year, I would like to wish all students and their families a restful and 
enjoyable half term break.  Students should return to school on Tuesday 2nd November (Monday 1st November is a 
staff Inset Day). 
 

Sunil Chotai 

On Saturday 9th October, Year 11 students took part in their Bronze DofE Practice 
Expedition.  The students walked roughly 4 mile loops to either Downe or Cudham. 
While students knew the local roads, the footpaths were new to them and many were 
astounded by the countryside and wildlife right on our doorstep.  
 
Students led the way and took the accompanying staff on only minor detours on their 
way round. Thank you to Mrs Tsang, Mrs Gater, Miss Corris, Ms Wood and Miss 
Abbotts for supervising the students on their DofE training walk.  
 
We would like to wish all the students good luck on their qualifying expedition this 
weekend. 
 

Mr Culver  

Year 11 Bronze DofE Team Practice Walk 



Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full reason  
on every day of their child’s absence. 

National Take Ten Reading Challenge  
On Friday 8th October the whole school took part in the National Take Ten Reading Challenge and dropped 
everything to read at 10am in a bid to promote reading for pleasure. Both students and staff alike commented on how 
lovely it was to stop and enjoy a book on Friday morning.  Here are some photos from the day.... 

Mrs Pitt 

On Thursday 14th October, the U14 girls played their second round 
Kent Cup game and beat Bullers Wood 6-2. It was a challenging first 
half against a strong Bullers Wood team.  

The girls reset and focused for the second half. A huge well done to 
the girls who played. We look forward to the next round after half 
term. 
 

Miss Case and Miss Owen  

Charles Darwin Girls Win Second Round of Kent Cup Game  

Come along with an idea of what you want to practise/need help with and we will tailor the 
learning towards you. We have lots of resources available for you to complete with us or set for 
you/give to you to take away! 

There will be biscuits to ease the way into pushing yourself to get closer to your ideal grade. 

We look forward to seeing you at 1:15pm on Wednesdays in La3 - bring your lunch with you! 

Miss Kaye and Miss Wood 

Year 11 German Students 

By popular demand we are offering a lunchtime German master class - to help with: 

 speaking preparation 

 speaking practice 

 grammar 

 higher listening and reading practice 

 foundation listening and reading practice 





At Centre Stage we strongly believe that the benefits of participating in performing arts can have a huge impact on 
young peoples lives, boosting confidence, developing social skills, friendships and other skills vital to becoming 
young adults.  

Following almost two years of uncertainty, in which many young people have suffered with their social and mental 
health, Centre Stage are looking to give something back to our local community.  

We want to reach out and help young people achieve their full potential and perhaps be given the opportunity to do 
something they wouldn't normally financially be able to afford.  

We have ten free spaces we would like to offer Charles Darwin students to attend classes at Centre Stage Orpington 
or Bromley. The scholarship would last until February 2022 and all tuition fees will be covered by us over the three 
months. The usual cost of this is £21 per week for professional training.  

During this time the students would be able to attend classes every Tuesday evening between 5:00-8:00pm. This 
consists of three classes; Dance, Drama and Singing.  

We would like to have this in place as soon as possible and I fully appreciate that teachers are busy, but if this is 
something you might be interested in taking advantage of, then please get in touch as soon as possible. If you’d like 
further information on the spaces available feel free to give me a call or an email back and we can discuss it all 
further. Thank you so much for your time  

CENTRE STAGE THEATRE ACADEMY 
WWW.CENTRESTAGETHEATREACADEMY.COM  

0800 058 2521  
@centrestageta / Centre Stage Theatre Academy 

Show My Homework-Change to Single Sign-On 
 
Students logging in to the Satchel One APP or Show My Homework on a new device that they haven’t logged in to 
before will now need to use the same email address and password that they use to log in to Onedrive/Teams. 
This is the e-mail address that ends with o365.cdarwin.com and has a short password with a number at the end. 
It will look something like this: 
 
Username: Smitz345.305@o365.cdarwin.com (please note the 0 before the @ is a zero, the o after the @ will be 
lower case letter o) 
Password: bunny9 
 
They will need to select the option to login with Microsoft, which is next to a red square. All students should have 
these login details in their student planner on the password page. If they don’t, please contact their form tutor or 
lke@cdarwin.com 
 
This new system will reduce the number of usernames and passwords the students need to remember and we hope 
will make it easy for all students to access their homework even when using a computer or device they don’t usually 
use, for example in Homework Club. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who have set up parent accounts on Show My Homework. If you would like your parent 
code to set up an account, please get in touch on the email address above. 
 

Ms Kelly 



Darwin Leisure Centre 

Day Time Class Trainer/Contact 

Monday   

7.30pm  Dance Impact 
Sarah 
Tel: 07717 410601 

7.30pm Dog Walking 
Charlotte 
Tel: 07867 470608 

 

Tuesday  

5.30pm Walking Football 
Brian 
Tel: 07834 419891 

6.30pm Dance 
Megan 
Tel: 07527 442187 

6.30pm Zumba 
Gail 
Email: gabohhaythorne@talktalk.net 

8.00pm Kent Kopters 
David 
Tel: 07963 079857 

 

Wednesday 6.30pm Street Dance 
Megan 
Tel: 07527 442187 

 

Thursday  

6.00pm Taekwondo 
Nigel 
Tel: 07789 692537 

6.30pm Ladies Netball 
Selena 
Tel: 07810 096736 

 

Friday 6.00pm Kent Kopters 
David 
Tel: 07963 079857 

 

Sunday 9.00am Yoga 
Tracey 
Tel: 07986 576118 

Adult Classes - Please book direct with the Trainer 



DARWIN LEISURE CENTRE 
Half Term Opening Times 

 

Monday - Friday  4pm - 10pm 
Saturday   9am - 4pm 
Sunday   9am - 4pm 
 
Last entry 1hr before closing 

DARWIN LEISURE CENTRE 
We offer a modern gym set up comprising of 3 
different areas (Fitness, Pump, Functional) to help 
you achieve your health and fitness goals in a 
friendly and fun atmosphere.  
 
Call now to join up: 
 

01959 540606 
 

Prices 
 
Pay as you go     £5 per session 
(gym use) 

 
GOLD Membership   £25.00 per month  
Concession      £15.00 per month 
(unlimited gym use and membership rates) 



Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Monday 1st November 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

This week’s Duty Pupils 
 
Many thanks to Leo McGeehan, Amelia Waddington,  
William Payne, Stevie Powell, Louis Rapley, Connie 
Reeves, Jesse Spencer-Allen and Beau Drummie. 

 
 Mrs Todd 

 Reception 

Pupils for Praise 

Dates for the Diary 

 
Monday 18 - Friday 29 October - Half Term Holidays 
 
November 
Monday 1 November - INSET Day: School closed to 
pupils 
Thursday 18 November - Sixth Form Open Evening 
Wednesday 24 November - Year 12/13 Parents’ 
Evening 
 
December 
Friday 17 December - End of Term 

Overdue Library books 
The Library has over 300 overdue books. We appreciate students have had limited or no access to the 
Library since last March and fines will not be given, but if your child has a book at home please can you 
ask them to return to the Library on their return after half term. 
 
Many thanks 

Mrs Adams 

Learning Support Assistant 
25 hours per week Monday – Friday, term time only  

(actual salary £12,592 – pay award pending) 
 
We are looking to appoint a Learning Support Assistant to join a well-established team supporting a range of 
students’ needs in class, in small groups and/or specialised individual learning. Applicants should ideally have 
experience of working with secondary-aged students with a range of SEN; experience of working with students with 
ASD would be an advantage. This post is initially temporary until 31st August 2022. 
  
Applicants should have good English and Maths skills (GCSE equivalent grade C or above) and be confident working 
with IT.   

 
Further details and an application form are available on our website and should be sent to jho@cdarwin.com.  
Closing date: 29th October 2021. Please note CVs alone cannot be considered.   
 
The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety of children and young people and expects all staff 
to share this commitment.  Any offer of employment will be subject to a DBS Enhanced Disclosure and full background checks. 

First Aid/Student Services 
Parents should be advised that the school does not provide students with Paracetamol 
unless it is a medical emergency. 
 
We have a limited supply in school and prefer that medication wherever possible is 
administered at home. 
 
Many thanks for your support. 

Mrs Booth 
Lead First Aid 


