
Charles Darwin School 

 

 
Snow Week 
I would like to thank all students for the way in which they have conducted themselves during the ex-
tremely cold weather we have had this week. The snowfall on Sunday night was spectacular and I really 
do appreciate the lengths that some of our students went to in order to get to school. Fortunately the 
forecast is for much milder weather next week, which will be very much appreciated by us all. A remind-
er that all students should be wearing school shoes and full uniform from Monday onwards. 
 
ELF 
My thanks to everyone involved with the school production of Elf – it was absolutely fantastic. I brought 
my family along on the last night and they thoroughly enjoyed the performance, as did every parent I 
spoke to.  It was an incredible achievement and something I will remember for a very long time.  Con-
gratulations to all who took part.  
 
Celebration Assemblies  
It was fantastic to attend the Achievement/Reward assemblies this week.  It was great to hear of the 
many excellent achievements; listening to the citations was very heart-warming in that so many of our 
students are living our Mutual Respect values each and every day. My congratulations to you all.  
 
And finally … 
As this will be the last Link before we break up for the festive season, I would like to thank all students 
for their hard work this term and to families for your support. There has been so much to celebrate this 
term and I know parents are appreciative of the work staff have done to ensure our students develop 
and discover their talents.   
 
I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
 

Aston Smith 

Keeping children safe over Christmas 

Headlines 

 

With Christmas nearly upon us and many children either receiving new devices or simply spending 
more time on them over the holidays, we have some advice for parents before the holidays. 
 
Parents will be wondering who are children TALKING to, what are they DOING, and are they SAFE? 

How can they tell if an app or game is APPROPRIATE? How long is too long on DEVICES? And how 

can you start an awkward CONVERSATION?  

 parental control guides  may help give support and guidance in this area 
 
Many thanks 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
  
                                                                                                                                   Mrs Rees 
 

https://viewonline.lgfl.net/e3t/Ctc/U+113/cRzC104/VW4bDS1gnXPKW449-xF4WtbyXW3Dl4Sm4TyyqsN8JCsDr3q3npV1-WJV7CgN1dN9dnLjzzVQLxW83gnrR8fkJxhW3NXWFM9l6TBgW5vJYtN241mmbN2q6hVNTz7QYW766wr_4RghSqW67nhss6vKBlwW3gsWB96ss9jZW49WG362tXXHtW68KfsD7RKDrmW5kZGFb5CH80JW3L4MZ


Many thanks to parents that took the time to feedback on current uniform and PE kit as part of our review to try to 
minimise cost of uniform and the reliance on one distributor. 
This review has been completed, leaving us Spring 2023 to look at any specific changes that we need to make. It 
was good to see that the vast majority of responses didn’t suggest any major changes, appreciating that when worn 
appropriately, the uniform is already fairly simple and many items are already competitively priced and many can be 
purchased elsewhere. The majority wanted the school cresting to remain on both the uniform and the PE kit for a 
positive identity for the school, but felt that some items could be looked at for a second cheaper alternative, or un-
necessary branding removed. Maintaining some kind of unity in what the children wear in PE was a strong consider-
ation, as it was felt a significant step backwards to open up options here too broadly on style that would inevitably 
happen. 
Our current suppliers, Oz schoolwear, came out very favourably in this review so we are looking to maintain this as 
a lead supplier . We have already therefore taken steps forward by confirming several changes: 
 

 Two blazers will be sold, one at a starting cost of £31, another at £25 . They will both be ‘eco ‘ blazers, 
made from plastic bottles. The style will remain the same and will still allow an alternative identical 
blazer to be bought elsewhere as there will be no cresting on the blazer 

 Two skirts will be sold, one at a starting price of £25 and another at around £19 (tbc) . The style will 
remain the same . The cost of the skirt came up several times in this review, so we are continuing to 
work hard for a second skirt option as mentioned. 

 The white blouse and shirt will continue to be sold via Oz schoolwear in packs of 2 at a competitive 
price, but can be bought at any alternative provider 

 The school’s branded V neck navy jumper remains optional 

 The school branding has been removed from the PE socks and girls black leggings, allowing both to be 
purchased anywhere at a much reduced cost. This means the cost of 2 pairs of PE socks can be re-
duced from the current branded £18 to £5 from a supermarket  

 A new outdoor training top for boys and girls in PE is being reviewed. This will then replace the boys 
rugby top. 

 
Other changes proposed include: 

 One school tie will be worn as the House system is not a feature within school anymore 

 The blazer badge will be redesigned to match the new logo, with a wide band of colour across the top 
to identify the school year. This will remain the same colour throughout a child’s journey through 
school, allowing an identification for that year group. 

 Girls will have the option of wearing a tie. If a shirt is worn, then a tie is worn. If a blouse is worn, then a 
tie isn’t worn. 

 
We will continue to work with Oz schoolwear to enable some of these options to be sold asap in Spring 2023. More 
major changes will come into effect from the start of the academic year in September 2023. 

 
 

I’m also really pleased to promote our Pre Loved uniform shop which is based in school.  
Please do email preloveduniform@cdarwin.com or go onto our school website where there is a link under Parents > 
uniform. You will find a QR link on this page to a preloved uniform request form. We have lots of barely used uni-
form ready and waiting for purchase for a suggested but much reduced cost. All proceeds go to the Friends of 
Charles Darwin School. 
 

                                                                                                                                                       Mrs Rees 

Uniform review -  Autumn 2022 

Uniform reminder following snow this week 
 
Your will be aware that children should be back into school shoes by Monday. If the pavements where you live are 
still difficult to walk on due to snow/ice, please ensure that school shoes are brought in by your son/daughter to 
change into after the journey. 
Many thanks for continuing to ensure attendance to school is a priority. It has been another difficult week with snow, 
bus strikes and a variety of illnesses. 
 

                                                                                                                                                        Mrs Rees  

Uniform  

mailto:preloveduniform@cdarwin.com


 
Many thanks to families that have supported our Christmas Jumper day today by encouraging their son/daughter 
to get involved and donate to their year charity 
If you would still like to make a donation to the relative charity, please do so via Parent Pay by Monday at 11am at 
the latest. We will then be able to send money raised before the end of term. 
 
Many thanks 

                                                                                                                                                  Mrs Rees 

GCSE Pod 

Congratulations to Sophie Roberts, Anna Pavlova and Oliver Rooney who were drawn out as winners of £10 Ama-
zon vouchers for the top 20 users of GCSE POD for November. The current window for GCSE POD opened on 1st 
December and will run through to the 31

st
 December. A good opportunity for year 11 students to use their PPE re-

sults and exam papers to identify the gaps in knowledge and use GCSE POD to plug those gaps. We will draw 3 
further winners on the first day back in January and announce these in the first year 11 assembly back.  
 

                                                                                                                                                   Mr R Jones 
 

Festive Friday 



Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Reminder – please can parents call the absence line each day of your child’ s absence 
before 8.30am. This ensures we know your child is safe and their absence is authorised 
where possible. Our Attendance Officer is having to spend an increased amount of time 

each day chasing for responses.  
Thank you for your support. 

MFL -  Christmas Market Trip 

                        

 
It has felt like a long time coming for the MFL department... Christmas Market Trip time!  On 2nd-4th December, Miss 
Wood, Mrs Kaye-Chubb, Miss Corris and Mr Lamb had the great pleasure of taking 47 pupils from Year 9, 10, 12 & 
13 who study French or German, to French, Belgian and German Christmas markets.  What a treat!  En route, we 
visited firstly Namur in Belgium, followed by two Christmas markets in Aachen and Monschau, Germany, and finally 
en route back home, Lille in France.  Our youth hostel was in the cosy and picturesque little German town of Mon-
schau with its authentic Christmas market which we enjoyed on our second evening.  All the markets were fantastic, 
but the highlights of the trip according to pupils were the big Ferris Wheel in Lille, enjoying hot chocolates with lots of 
cream in boot-shaped mugs in Aachen and feeling like locals in Monschau whilst enjoying the traditional atmosphere 
and munching on Bratwurst mit Pommes (sausage with fries) and crêpes in Monschau!  It was such a successful trip 
that we are already looking forward to next year's trip! 
 

                            Ms Wood 

Thank you  

Can I take this opportunity to say a very big thank you to Waitrose in Biggin Hill and the Salvation Army in New 
Addington. 
Both have provided hampers of food or gifts for Christmas for some families in our school community. 
On behalf of the families that benefitted from this, can I say a huge thank you. Your generosity was so gratefully 
received. Can I also thank Mrs King, Mrs Haywood and Mrs Gater for organising this on the schools’ behalf. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                    Mrs Rees  



PRE-LOVED UNIFORM  

Did you know we have a preloved uniform shop with a  
variety of nearly new school uniform and PE kits? 

 
SUGGESTED DONATIONS 

 
 

Please do not ever feel you must pay more than you think an item is worth, and likewise please 
do not feel you have to pay this amount (or at all) if times are tough – we are here for you. 
 
 
If you are feeling generous and the item/s are of brand new quality we would never say no to a 
bit of extra cash for the children.  There is NO OBLIGATION to pay the suggested amounts be-
low: 

£5 for a blazer 
£3 for a logo navy jumper 
£3 for trousers or a skirt 
£2 White shirts/blouses 

£2 for PE shorts 
£1 for a Logo polo shirt 

£5 for a logo red and black rugby top 
50p for sports socks 

 
 
 

For other miscellaneous items please use your discretion, all donations are greatly received as 
always, thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 

Payments can be made using PayPal on the QR Code below or Link as follows 
 https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=YLY4A4L7E8E2S preferable but we 

do  
accept cash.  Any money raised will go to The Friends of Charles Darwin School.  

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=YLY4A4L7E8E2S


Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Reminder – please can parents call the absence line each day of your child’ s absence 
before 8.30am. This ensures we know your child is safe and their absence is authorised 
where possible. Our Attendance Officer is having to spend an increased amount of time 

each day chasing for responses.  
Thank you for your support. 

 
As you are aware attendance is linked to a student’s attainment and at Charles Darwin we work closely with the 
parents to keep students’ attendance levels as high as possible. Please could we ask that if you child feels unwell 
in the morning (headache etc.) and they do feel better later on, that you send them in. This will benefit them as 
they will not miss a whole days learning. 
  
Please can I also remind parents to call in before 8.30am for each day of your child’s absence and not rely on 
receiving a text from us chasing their absence. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
                                                                                                                                         Students Services Team  

Year 12/13 Art and Textiles students visited the Saatchi Gallery in London to see 'The New Black Vanguard' exhibi-
tion. We had a talk from the gallery explaining the exhibitions celebration of current black people in the fashion pho-
tography industry from the photographers themselves, models, lighting, stylists, make up and hair. We were also 
delighted to see that Cambell Addy an ex Charles Darwin pupil was showcased in the exhibition, Mrs Doig and Mr 
Chubb were very proud to see one of their formers students in such a prestigious gallery.  

 

Art & Textiles - Trip to Saatchi Gallery  

           Miss Doughty 



Year 8 Duty Pupils 
 
 
Emily Hartfield 
Alex Cumber 
Kemp Brown 
Gracie Mercer 
Noah Clarke 
Scarlett Reed 
Dawson Bergmann           
Lola Hall 
Leo Currier 
Claudia Lamont 
 
 
 
A huge thank you, you all have been super amazing. 
 
                  
                                                                   Reception Team 

Praise/ Reward System  

Top highest achievers per each year for the period 01.09.2022 – 15.12.2022 

Catherine Seidler 7RBr/RSi 109 

Alexander James Hannaford 8JHd 107 

Phoebe Vincent 8RMo/STe 104 

Chloe Cocker 8RMo/STe 97 

Hannah White 8GAn 94 

Lucas Nagle 7RMk 91 

Leo Currier 8HBu 88 

Ashleigh Chilcraft 8JHd 88 

Harriet Downer 8RMo/STe 87 

Jenson Ladd-Talbot 7TMi 86 

Catherine Seidler 7RBr/RSi 109 

Alexander James Hannaford 8JHd 107 

Robert Brooks 9HCa 66 

Rex Antepim 10IJo 79 

Chloe McGonigal 11KWo 60 

Amelia Turner 12IMr 19 

Abbey Leonard 13ARo/MMe 24 

Top 10 achievers across the school  for the period 01.09.2022 – 15.12.2022 

WELL  
DONE 







Term Dates 2022 - 23 

AUTUMN 2022 
Thursday 1st September -  14th October   
   
Half Term: Monday 17

th
 October – Friday 28

th
 October  

Monday 31
st
  October – Wednesday 21

st
  December

    
 
Christmas Holiday: Thursday 22

nd
 December – 

Tuesday 3
rd 

January 
 
SPRING 2023            
Wednesday 4

th
January – Friday 10

th
 February 

     
Half Term: Monday 13

th
 February – Friday 17

th 
February 

Monday 20
th

 February – Friday31
st
 March   

     
 
Easter Holiday: Monday 3 

d 
April  – Friday 14

th
 April 

 
SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17

th
 April – Friday 26

th
 May   

     
Half Term: Monday 29

th
 May – Friday 32

nd
June 

Monday 5
th 

June – Friday 21
st 

July   
     

Notes: Good Friday 7th April 2023 
             Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils  
 
Friday 27th January 2023 
Tuesday 4

th
 July 2023 

December  
20th Tuesday December -Trip: French Institute, London (Yrs 11/10), 9.00am– 4.30pm (KWo) 
 

21st  Wednesday December - End of half term, Early closure 
 
End of school day: 

 Years 7-11- 12pm  

 Sixth Form - 10.45am onwards 

 

 
 
 

January  
4th January - Spring Term starts  
13th January - Year 13 Reward Trip 
19th January - Trip: Fortune Theatre, The Woman in Black (Yr 11) 1.00pm—18.00pm (GCu) 
26th January - Year 11 Parents ’ Evening 
27th January - INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 

Dates for the Diary  

First Aid 
 
Parents should be advised that the school does not provide students with Paracetamol unless it is a medical 
emergency. 
 
We have a limited supply in school and prefer that medication wherever possible is administered at home. 
 
Many thanks for your support. 

Mrs Booth 
Lead First Aid 

27th January - INSET DAY (school 
closed to pupils)                              

664 & 684: 11:50am – in school grounds (departing at 12:10pm)  
 
R2 is running a normal Monday to Friday service from 19 Dec 




