
Charles Darwin School 

 

Key message this week 
‘New half term -  New focus, New you’ 

 
Dear Year 9 students and families,  
 
I hope you all had a lovely restful half term break where no moaning about school work had to happen. However, 
Monday marked the beginning of your last half term as Year 9 and this means we are getting scarily close to you 
becoming Year 10 students. This half term is so important in terms of making sure your work is completed and up to 
date so that the beginning of Year 10 doesn’t become too overwhelming. A massive piece of advice I would have for 
you is to have a fresh start, we only have six weeks and then you have your summer holidays. If you haven ’t 
already, make sure you plan your week – do you have live lessons you need to virtually attend? Do you have 
deadlines you need to meet? If the answer is yes make sure you are organised enough to do these. If you feel that 
last half term you fell behind then please email your teachers and find out the key pieces of work you have missed – 
like I have mentioned previously we understand this is not the ideal working conditions however we really appreciate 
and need you to be in contact with us - your teachers. We want to know that you have fallen behind and want to 
catch up, we want to know questions and struggles you are having so we can help you. We would prefer an email 
from you asking for help and some catch up time rather than radio silence and ignoring that work should have been 
completed.  
 

Always remember myself (ndo@cdarwin.com) and Mrs Haywood (jha@cdarwin.com) are always here for you to 
contact regarding work,  mental health or any other aspects you may need assistance with.  
 

I hope to see you all soon,  
Ms Dobney  

 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 

Year 9 Charities 
Normally a huge proportion of our fundraising comes from the summer term where we 

tend to hold a year group event. Unfortunately this year we were cut short on time to 

raise money for our two charities. However I am happy to announce that we managed to 

raise enough to send a cheque for £150.00 to each of the following charities, Aoife’s 

Bubbles and Chartwell Cancer Trust. I hope we can continue to support these charities 

in the future.  

Year 9 Live lessons  
Please make sure that you keep on top of your Teams Calendar – teachers may begin to lead live lessons which are 
much more interactive than Show my Homework. This is also the perfect opportunity to ask questions and hopefully 
will make work a little easier and manageable. Please see below some that I know are scheduled: 

 
Ms Mote - English lesson with 9YEn3 on Monday 8th June at 1:30pm - It would be great to see as many of you as 
possible and I look  forward to speaking with you.  
 
Ms Garner – If you have Ms Garner for English please log on to Teams for a live lesson on Wednesday 10

th
 June at 

11am – Please look into your Teams calendar to see when this is scheduled. 
 
Mrs Pitt – I hope to speak to even more of you during our next Teams session on An Inspector Calls on Tuesday 9

th
 

June at 1.30pm.  It would be great to hear your voices.  Don’t worry if you feel shy about speaking, no one will force 
you to speak if you don’t want to – just listen in or you can type in the chat box instead.  
 
Mr Jones - will hold a voice call every Wednesday at 10am on Teams for you to ask questions and discuss the work 
set in Geography.  
 
English department - English staff will be aiming to do, from 8th June onwards (though some have started 
already), live lessons on Teams for Year 9. The aim is to do at least one Literature and one Language lesson a week 
- these will be in normal English timetabled slots but you should check for times in Teams and for information about 
them on SMHW. 

mailto:ndo@cdarwin.com
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Happy Birthday to Conrad Davey and Liam Eldred who have got birthdays coming up this week.    

I want to wish you both a Happy Birthday and I hope you have the best day you possibly can do 

in this situation. Although it may feel frustrating that your birthday has been during the lockdown - 

you will go down in history as an individual who had a birthday during this time… and remember 

we can always celebrate after the lockdown.  

Well done from Teachers  
Mrs Mote - I just wanted to let you know how pleased I have been with Tyler Skinner’s efforts at home recently. He 
has clearly been trying very hard to stay on top of his English work and I have been impressed with the amount of 
tasks he has been attempting. Well Done Tyler. 
 
Mr Darwin - I would like to nominate Benjamin Reeves who has been completing the work I have been setting to the 
best of his ability and has been doing his very best to submit his work. If he can’t get it done on time, he lets me 
know and sends it to me later! 
 
Ms Hurding - Film Studies: A big 'thank you' and 'well done' to the students who are regularly sending me work and 
keeping up-to-date with their film studies home-learning. Brandon Ratnage, Madison Lovarini, Hanna Warner, Rio 
Jones, Tyler Skinner and Joe Lawrence are the students proving themselves to be the most committed to 
independent work. 
 
Mr Archer - Keira Gardner has created some 
fantastic work in Media Studies.  
 
Ms Doughty – Some fantastic work from Jack Cox in 
Art. 
 
Ms Doughty - Honor Welsh for some beautiful bug 
repeat patterns. 
 
Emily Browning for a beautiful journal page. 
 
Kiera Gardiner in Textiles for some clever T-shirt up cycling. 
 
Emily Golby for super Textiles journal presentation and great up cycled T-shirt. 
 
William Reeves for Beautiful Art Journal pages. 

Grace Keohone - Beautiful use of Burt's Bees to create an exciting colour palette.  

Ms Currie – Well done to… 

Matthew Gurney - well done for trying hard with the monologue task and including 

some really clear annotations/stage directions. 

Lily Smithson for continued excellent effort and for making improvements to 

her work. 

Nyasha Dombojena has produced an insightful and sensitive storyline when 

planning her Theatre in Education piece. She has also made a great effort to catch up, sending me through lots of 

work before half term. 
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Mrs Suttun - I would like to congratulate Amy Coop, Benjamin Reeves and Niamh Kelly for submitting their 
Theatre In Education (T.I.E) scripts in full by the deadline, I look forward to reading them and learning about their 
specific topics! 
 
Mrs Tsang- well done to Harry Burch, Harley Smith and Andrew Waddington for some fantastic D/T work.  
 
Mr Tilley – well done to Faye Grant who has consistently submitted high quality work throughout the lockdown 
period. 
 
Ms Garner - big shout outs to Hannah Kenton, Aidan Williams and Grace Watton for continued work on 
English Literature. Also I have started Teams lessons on Wednesdays, I had Freddie Jones and Hannah Kenton in 
the meeting, Jacob Helps came a little later- well done for attending.  
 
Ms Harris - 'Well done to Emilie Browning and Leah Morthtassi for their continued achievements in Maths ’. 
 
Mrs Pitt - a huge well done to Alfie Dejonge and Jack Pow who were absolute stars during our first Teams 
session on An Inspector Calls. Thank you to Alfie Farmer and George Lock who contacted me and tried to join, too. 
Also, thank you to Tilly Silver, Tahira Kibuye, Lewis Pridham and Alfie Farmer who sent work to me over half 
term. A massive well done to Sean McCarthy who consistently sends high quality work. Well done to Lola 
O’Sullivan, Luke Bevan and Lily Smithson for working well and keeping in touch. Also a big well done to 
Keira Dukes, Faye Grant, Olivia Howe, Ben Reeves and Andrew Waddington who have all impressed me with 
their conscientious attitude and some excellent descriptive writing. 
 
Ms Abbotts -  I am so pleased with Olivia Howe and Keira Dukes - their work is exceptionally done and is always 
completed in good time. Keep up the hard work!  
 
Ms Dias – well done to the following for their work and perseverance in French -  Macey Jones, Freddie Jones, Lily 
Collender, Daisy-May Kittlety, Amy Coop, James Bolton, Keira Dukes, Olivia Howes, Ruby Holmes and Jack 
Elston.  
 
Eleanor Benke, Eve Cavanagh-Wood, Kiera Dukes, Jack Elston, Olivia Howe, Macey Jones, Zayne Leacock, 
Lewis Pridham, Brandon Ratnage, Dylan Shotton, Harrison Tubritt, Hanna Warner and Evie Williams who all 
ensured that they completed the exam style questions in the week before half term. They did well to get this work 
completed and I am so pleased with them all.  Mr Lamb. 
 
Harrison Tubbritt - continued excellent work in Media, producing some detailed analysis of posters and trailers, 
Courtney Williams - excellent Media work produced this week, Lewis Pridle - wonderful analysis of Black Panther 
film poster for Media, Lily Smithson - wonderful descriptive paragraph in English and Tilly Silver - continued great 
work in English. 

Notice from Staff and Teachers  
Mrs Tsang - Reminder that D/T work is set every Monday on both SMHW and Teams so it can be accessed from 
both places - please make sure you access this.  
 
Ms Hurding - I recently set a task on looking at different lighting styles and techniques in film, giving students the 
opportunity to practice setting up a silhouette shot - thank you to those of you that submitted photos for this 
challenge, I was really impressed with the composition of your photos and the use of colour within them. Here are 
some examples of this fantastic work… 

If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 

          Tyler Skinner              Hanna Warner      Madison Lovarini   Rio Jones 
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Geography GCSE Students - Message from Mr Jones 
After half term Year 9 Geographers will be continuing a new GCSE unit on coastlines and tectonics. It is important 
that all students work hard on this. To support you, your teachers will post more interactive lessons with them talking 
through parts of the work. As well as this, Mr Jones will hold a voice call every Wednesday at 10am on Teams for 
you to ask questions and discuss the work set. 
 
Keep up the hard work and Geog on! 
 
Dance GCSE Students – Message from Ms Abbotts 
I am looking forward to seeing all of the Year 9 Choreographies so please keep going with them and make sure to 
read SMHW so you know when my online lesson is and how to get on it! Email me with any issues. 
cab@cdarwin.com  
 
Design Technology GCSE Students – Message from Mr Baker  
Most of you have been doing well on SENICA and this is still available but over the next two weeks I would like you 
to get making! - Please look out on SMH for advice on what to do and email photos of what you have made to your 
DT teacher.  

 
A message to 9MHu from Ms Hurding  
A big hello and virtual hug from lockdown. I hope that you and your families are all safe and 
well and finding ways of coping during this difficult period. Whilst isolating at home on my own, 
I have been keeping myself occupied by having in-depth conversations with Lenin, Jonah and 
George - although they do tend to be a little one-sided. I have included some photos of them 
having their breakfast because they look super cute when they eat - I have discovered that 
Lenin quite enjoys yoghurt topped with cheerios! 
 
As some of you know, Jonah (the big tortoise) was quite unwell a few weeks ago, but luckily he 
has now made a full recovery and is roaming freely round the flat/balcony and finding new 
hiding places to crawl into. 
 
I have made my first TikTok... and no, it wasn't a dance routine! I used my acting skills to do one of those lip-
synching TikToks to a sketch from 'This Country'. If you have never watched 'This Country'. I highly recommend 

checking it out on BBC iPlayer. 
 
Even though I have been unable to see my mum (which has been harder than I 
thought it would be) and other family members during lockdown we have taken to 
doing weekly Zoom quizzes, which have been great fun and brought us all a little 
closer together - well, except to Uncle Steve, who we think is a massive cheat - as he 
seems to win each week and he's definitely not the smart one in the family!  
 
I hope that you are all finding new and enjoyable ways to spend time with family and 
friends, and that most or all you are finding coping strategies to deal with the huge 
changes that have occurred in the past couple of months. Remember I am just an 
email away if you need me for anything. Take care and keep safe. 

Miss Hurding 

 
Food Bank 
A massive thank you to all that have contributed to this and your donations have spurred me on to do 
the same. Please continue with this generosity. Anything no matter how small is really appreciated. 
This week we need something I would class as a treat e.g. crisps, biscuits - the perfect food when we 
sit and talk to family and friends about mental health considering that it is Mental Health Week. If you 
are organised enough we would love to accept fresh food on a Friday as this is the day we deliver 
the parcels. Thanks again!! 
  
 

Year 9 Jack Petchey Award  
Next week we will be asking you for any nominations you may have for the Year 9 

Jack Petchey Award. Please start to have a think about another student you may 

like to nominate.   

mailto:cab@cdarwin.com


If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 
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In some of your subjects staff are asking you to use the GCSEPod. This is a very powerful 
tool to support the work you are doing and to consolidate what has been covered. All of you 
received a letter about this, but just to remind you…. Parents can visit www.gcsepod.com/
parents where you’ll find lots more information and resources. To activate the account 
follow the instructions below (most of you have activated this already).   

 
1. Go to www.gcsepod.com and click “Login” in the top right-hand corner 
2. Click “New here?  Get started.” 
3. Select “Student” 
4. Enter your child’s name, date of birth and the school name. 
5. Create a username, password, and a password hint to help them remember the password. 
 
The majority of you have already signed in and are working on this. If you have logged in but now forgotten your 
password you can request a password update, but only if you submitted a valid email when you initially logged in.  
Any problems please let me know. 

Free School Meals 
If you are entitled to free school meals, just after the Easter break you should have received a voucher via your 
email that will entitle you to approximately £15 per week for food. There will be a code that you will have to scan. 
Hopefully it is quite straight forward and easy to navigate. If you have not done so already please contact our 
Finance Team as they may be able to back pay lunches for the two weeks we were closed for the Easter break 
wev@cdarwin.com 

Busy Bee’s  
Please let me know via email (ndo@cdarwin.com) what you have been doing to keep busy 
(apart from school work of course).  
 

What have us teachers been up to? 
Ms Abbotts - During half-term I enjoyed visiting Richmond Park in the sun, which Chip 
thoroughly enjoyed and I loved seeing all of the deer. I also cycled around the London landmarks - it was very 
strange with it being so quiet. 
 

Mr R Jones - During half term I have run a virtual 100 mile race. It took 17 hours and 19 minutes. My legs are very 
tired but raised money for the NHS charity. Well Done Mr Jones – we are proud to have you part of the Year 9 
team.  

Want to include anything in the Newsletter? This includes parents…  
 

I want this communication to be a regular event, during the school term, so if any of you have anything to include 
(good films you have seen recently on Netflix? Good news about yourself or other pupils in Year 9, have learnt a 
new skill which would be good to promote to others e.g. cooking - any recipes the rest of us can try?) please do let 
me have this so I can include it in this Newsletter: 

ndo@cdarwin.com 

mailto:ndo@cdarwin.com


Documentary Recommendation  

I massively recommend that you watch the BBC Prince William 
documentary about Mental Health. The Documentary follows Prince 
William's campaign to get British men to open up about mental health 
issues by using football as a way to get men talking and to break the 
taboo around the issue. A fantastic programme which is so apt in our 
current climate.  
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Reminder of other mental health help online…  
Kooth are an online Mental Health counselling service - in previous 
additions I included links to their website. Please see below how you can 
access their services.  
 
‘ Dear Ms Dobney,  
We would like to make you all aware of a service called Kooth. Kooth.com 
is a confidential support service for all young people in Bromley. It is a 
safe means of accessing mental health and wellbeing support.   
  
Counsellors are available from 12noon to 10pm on weekdays and 6pm to 
10pm at weekends, every single day of the year. Outside counselling 
hours you can message our team and get support by the next day. 
  
When you register with Kooth you will have support available now and in 
the future. Join the Kooth community and you can also read and post 
articles, forums and discussion boards too. 
  
To find out more visit www.Kooth.com . Registration only takes a few 
minutes.  
 

 
 
 
 
Here’s a short video that explains more: https://vimeo.com/318731977’  
 

Kooth are also encouraging you to try their well being activities….  
 

 Join Kooth (via www.kooth.com)  

 Explore: Check out some of our articles on Kindness  

 Get Creative: Try our “Draw a Song” Challenge 

 Goals: Set a goal on Kooth 

 Be Kind: Try our Kooth Kindness Challenge  

CONTACT US  
Please remember that myself and Mrs Haywood are here if you need help with work, everyday issues or mental 
health or just to say a general hello, we miss you popping into our office for a catch up. Our email addresses are;  

 
Ms Dobney - ndo@cdarwin.com  
Mrs Haywood – jha@cdarwin.com  

http://www.kooth.com
https://vimeo.com/318731977
http://www.kooth.com/
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