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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

This booklet gives you a brief guide to the school curriculum for Years 7 & 8. 
 

As a parent or carer, you have a very important role to play in helping your child learn. Some parents are 
afraid of doing the wrong thing. The most important things you can do are: 
 

 Take an interest in what your child is learning at school and encourage them to tell you about it. 
 Praise them when they have done well. 
 Give them a quiet space to do their homework. 
 

Here are a few other tips on helping your child, taken from “A parent’s guide to the secondary school 
curriculum - Learning Journey” published by the DfE. Do not feel you have to do all of them, but any you 
can do will support your child’s learning. 
 

Should I help organise? 
At secondary school your child will need to learn an important skill: organising their time to hand in their 
work on the right day. Some children have great difficulty in organising their work and need support. Your 
aim should be to enable them to become independent and well organised. Doing the organising for them 
will not help them progress. Encourage them to make a timetable of their deadlines and keep it visible. 
Praise them when they meet deadlines. Try not to become anxious when you see that things are not 
being completed. If your child sees your anxiety, it is likely to be counter-productive. Stay calm, be 
supportive and accept that things may sometimes go wrong. It is better for a child’s learning if they take 
responsibility for their own mistakes and accept the consequences that follow at school. Every child is 
different. Some always organise themselves and complete their work carefully. If your child is like this, 
you are lucky. These children need little assistance from their parents; just allow them to develop their 
independence further without interference. 
 

Check the timetable and diary! 
Your child’s year will have a routine for homework, set out in a timetable which changes each year. Make 
sure you have a copy for reference so that you can talk about their tasks. Perhaps stick a copy on the 
“fridge door”. Check ‘Show My Homework’ on the internet. You will be given a parent password. It will 
detail the homework that has been set in school, expected time to be spent and deadline for submission. 
Check the Student Planner regularly (it should be signed once a week).  You can also use the planner to 
tell a teacher if there are problems, etc. 
 

How can you help if your child is not clear what they have to do for homework? 
 If you know the subject (and can explain it patiently) then take a look yourself. 
 If you do not know the subject, you can offer to help by searching for relevant information in books or 

on the Internet. 
 Another strategy to encourage your child is to ring a friend who may be able to help. A network of 

classmates can benefit them all. 
 If none of these work, either you or your child should let the teacher know the difficulty. 
 

Options 
At the beginning of Year 8 students will start to consider option choices which will ultimately determine the 
examinable subjects studied from Year 9 to Year 11. 
 

Try teaching me! 
Revision for assessments and end of year exams has to be active to be productive. If your child just 
reads, they will not retain all the information. They need to work through past papers, test themselves and 
practise. This can be a very lonely and demoralising process. Be ready with support and encouragement. 
Offer to help by being a pupil. Explaining something to someone else is one of the best ways of 
consolidating learning: if your child can teach you, then they really know and understand. 
 

Look ahead 
This guide tells you what is taught for each subject for the year. This will allow you to look for 
opportunities to support your child’s learning. This might involve something as simple as watching out for 
television programmes that feature a topic and getting your child to watch them. 
 

 

Welcome 
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Look back 
Keep your child’s old exercise books and look back over the work they have completed to help them see 
how they have improved over the last few years. 
 
Create a routine 
Homework tasks are always more successful if they are built into the routine at home. If your child has a 
regular commitment after school, such as going to a youth club, going to a friend’s house or watching a 
favourite television programme, they will need to organise their evenings and weekends to fit alongside 
their work. This is all part of learning how to manage their time and develop self-discipline. 
 
Keep it neat 
Students will always be encouraged by their teachers when their work is neat and tidy, and where they 
have tried hard to underline headings, put the date and rule off the last piece of work. When you look 
through your child’s work encourage them to do these things. 
 
Step by step 
Your child can learn from your thought processes. Next time your child asks you to help them with 
something, talk them through it step by step. Describe the steps you go through: 

 How to plan the task. 
 Why you are doing it a particular way. 
 How you will be able to tell whether or not you have done it successfully. 
 

It is particularly helpful when you point out your mistakes, and how you know they are mistakes. 
 
Keeping it together 
Schools do not always issue exercise books. Some subjects use a lot of A4 photocopies and handouts; 
pupils will use a ringbinder to keep them together. If so, they will need to be methodical making sure they 
file all the pieces of paper in a sensible order. Check any comments from teachers and help your child to 
make sure they have the right paper, folders and other equipment. 
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Each year group has an Achievement Co-ordinator and Pastoral Manager attached to it. Year 7 have a 
Transition Manager instead of a Pastoral Manager. 
 
In 2020/2021 they are: 
 
Year 7 
 Year 7 Achievement Co-ordinator  Greg Woods 
 Year 7 Transition Manager   TBC 
      
 
Year 8 & 9  
 Year 8 Achievement Co-ordinator  James Bidwell  
 Year 9 Achievement Co-ordinator  Clarissa Zysemil 
 Year 8/9 Pastoral Manager   Joanne Haywood  
                                   Lead Counsellor - Lorraine King 
Year 10 & 11            Years 7 - 13 
 Year 10 Achievement Co-ordinator  Nicola Tsang  
 Year 11 Achievement Co-ordinator  Damian Lamb  
 Year 10/11 Pastoral Manager  Julie Gater 
   
Year 12 & 13 
 Head of Sixth Form    Rebecca Kearney   
 Head of Year 12     Lesley Furness  
 Head of Year 13     Rob Goss  
 
 Subject to staff changes 
 
Achievement Co-ordinators are teaching staff with responsibility for academic monitoring and 
attendance within the year groups to which they are attached. Their role is to work with students 
on all issues surrounding progress, attainment and pastoral care. They will oversee behaviour concerns in 
their year groups. 
 
Pastoral Managers are responsible for support with behaviour and emotional issues, working 
closely with the Achievement Co-ordinators. They are non-teaching members of staff who will deal with 
day-to-day concerns using sanctions where appropriate. They will develop long-term strategies to help 
students adopt a positive approach to school and will be prominent around school. 
 
The Transition Manager will support Year 7s’ transition from junior school, and share responsibilities 
delegated by the Achievement Co-ordinator. 
 
There will be a member of the Senior Leadership Team attached to each year cohort. His/her specific role 
is to support the Achievement Co-ordinator/Pastoral Manager/Transition Manager when necessary.  
 
The School has a School Counsellor, Mrs King, who organises a team of volunteer counsellors and trains 
Peer Mentors. They work closely with Young Carers identified in school. 
 
When entering the school, each student is placed in one of four Houses: Grant, Lyell, Henslow or 
Wedgwood. The colour of school ties/badges clearly indicates which House a student is in. Students 
then compete in a number of Inter-Tutor/House competitions throughout the year. The school Reward 
system is based on House Points. 
 

The Pastoral System 
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Year 7 

The transition from junior to secondary school can often be 
daunting unless managed efficiently. At Charles Darwin we spend 
a lot of time ensuring this “big step” is as smooth and stress free as 
possible for both pupils and parents. 
 
Students will be placed in one of eight tutor groups and will mix 
with other students in their ‘half year group’ for their lessons. 
 
Academically your child will be placed in different teaching groups 
depending on subject, ability and learning potential. With the 
exception of Maths subjects are taught in carefully considered 
mixed ability groups  
 
The ability based groups will be formally set after a number of 
assessments and tests during the first half term. Students will be 
closely monitored from the start and targets set to ensure progress 
is being made.  There will be an opportunity throughout the year for 
movement between sets depending on assessment outcomes and 
progress.  
 
During the first half term, parents are invited to meet their child’s 
form tutor to see how transition to secondary school is progressing.  
 
There will be the opportunity for parents to keep regular contact 
with the school throughout the year. This year’s “Settling In” tea is 
due to be held in the Autumn term (date tbc) followed by the main 
Parents’ Evening in the Summer term. 
 
A diverse number of clubs are available to Key Stage 3. The 
Creative and Expressive Arts Faculties offer a number of subjects 
to students such as art, music and drama.  
 
The P.E. Faculty has achieved a number of awards for its role in 
achieving excellence in sport. With regard to Key Stage 3, the P.E. 
Faculty provides a huge range of extra-curricular activities such as 
netball, cricket, rugby and football. Teams are entered in the 
Bromley and Kent Schools competitions. 
 
Year 7 students have the opportunity to be elected onto the 
“Student Voice” council where relevant school development issues 
are discussed regularly. These students will be the liaison between 
the School Council and their form group, and lead in charity work 
and fund raising. Two members of Year 7 Student Voice will be 
elected onto the School Council. Student Voice members are also 
expected to complete some voluntary service throughout the year. 

Year 7 Pastoral Team 
 

Year 7 Achievement             
Co-ordinator Greg Woods and 

Year 7 Transition Manager 
(tbc) will oversee academic 
progress and pastoral care 
across the year group, and  

co-ordinate the transfer from 
primary to secondary school. 

 
Both of these members of staff 
are also teaching members of 
staff. They are supported in 
their role by a team of form 
tutors who are also teaching 

members of staff. 
 

 
Year 7 Form Tutors 

 
They are the first point of 

contact for parents and will 
deal with day to day issues, 

basic pastoral needs and 
ensure their tutee’s are 

contributing positively to the 
Year Group. 
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Year 8 

 
Year 8 Achievement  

Co-ordinator 
 

Mr Bidwell 
 

 
Year 8/9 Pastoral Manager 

 
Joanne Haywood 

 
 

Year 8 Form Tutors 
 
 

 

Academic success is a constant focus in Year 8 and all students 
are given every opportunity to achieve their full potential. Learning 
Development is carefully monitored at Charles Darwin. A report is 
prepared and then followed by a Parents’ Evening which gives 
parents and carers the opportunity to discuss their child’s 
progress. 
 
One focus of the year is Options. Each student will get the chance 
to choose some of the subjects they wish to study in Year 9, the 
first time they will have been able to select part of their own 
curriculum. This process will begin near the end of the Autumn 
Term and continue through the Spring into the Summer Term. 
 
Parents are involved in this decision making process at several 
stages, in the form of an Information Afternoon, tutor/parent/
student interviews and through correspondence detailing 
curriculum choices for Key Stage 4. 
 
Year 8 is an interesting year in that students are no longer the 
youngest members of the school community. In keeping with this 
view, students in Year 8 are called on to have a more active role 
within the school. This involves taking on the responsibility of Duty 
Pupil. This forms the basis of community service to the school and 
gives students in Year 8 an excellent opportunity to develop a 
sense of moral responsibility to their school community. 
 
In keeping with the spiritual and moral ethos of Charles Darwin, 
Year 8 student representatives meet three times each term to 
discuss a variety of issues encapsulating the school, the local 
community of Biggin Hill and further afield. We call this body 
“Student Voice” as they have an impact on school development. 
 
On behalf of the year group, two Year 8 students also sit on the 
School Council Committee. This is a highly important role and is a 
great privilege for the Year 8 students elected.  
 
In terms of the social ethos at Charles Darwin, Year 8 is given the 
opportunity to involve themselves in a variety of activities. There 
will be a number of inter-tutor and inter-house competitions each 
term. These should provide healthy competition between each 
house and encourage students to take pride in their tutor group. 
 
Overall, each Year 8 student is encouraged to avail themselves of 
every opportunity provided at Charles Darwin in order to reach 
their true potential. 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

Attendance and punctuality at Charles Darwin are generally very good. The school insists on high rates of 
attendance as part of its drive to promote high achievement. Our target for attendance is 95% or more for 
every child. 
 
Children who miss school regularly and have below acceptable levels of attendance, find it very difficult to 
keep up with the pace of work expected and as a result often fall behind and make inadequate progress. 
In Years 9, 10 and 11 absence can affect GCSE results and can often jeopardise examination entry if vital 
coursework is missed. A student whose attendance is 90% for each of the five years of school will miss 
the equivalent of half a school year. 
 
Consequently, students should only be absent from school for unavoidable reasons such as illness. 
Should a student be absent from school parents should endeavour to contact the school's attendance 
officer on the first day of the absence by telephone. On return to school parents should ensure that a 
written note explaining the absence is provided. It should be addressed to the relevant form tutor. 
Students should also make every effort to catch up on classwork and homework which was set during 
their time away from school. 
 
Government regulations require the school to categorise all absences as either authorised or 
unauthorised. The school must be satisfied that an absence is for a good reason before it can classify it 
as authorised. For reasons which the school believes to be trivial or where absences have not been fully 
explained it will classify them as unauthorised. 
 
Some parents choose to take their children on holiday during term time. This should be avoided. Where it 
is impossible to arrange a family holiday outside term time then an application form for leave of absence 
should be completed and returned to the school at least three weeks prior to the proposed holiday. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT  NO HOLIDAY LEAVE WILL BE AUTHORISED BY THE SCHOOL FOR ANY 
STUDENT DURING TERM TIME.  
 
Students who arrive after 8.30am on two occasions will receive a Whole School Detention. This will 
escalate to a senior staff detention if lateness is repeated. In line with most other schools, students who 
arrive to school more that one hour after the start of the morning registration period are recorded as 
absent. If an acceptable written explanation is not received for arrival at 9.30am or later this will be 
recorded as an unauthorised absence and a senior staff detention will be given. 
 
The school may also send out random truancy checks if a student is absent from school or a lesson. 
These are an automated response to absence and a message will be sent to a telephone number held on 
the school system requesting someone to contact the school. 
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Homework 

As a school we believe that the intrinsic value of homework activities is far more important than the 
precise amount of time devoted to them. However, as a guide to teachers, parents and students we 
believe that the approximate amount of time which should be spend on homework per subject is: 
 
Year 7 & 8  45 minutes every 2 weeks for all subjects; refer to the CDS website (www.cdarwin.com) 

for calendar schedule. 
 
Year 9-11 90 minutes every 2 weeks for all subjects; refer to CDS website for calendar schedule. 
 
Year 12 & 13 Year 12 and 13 students should expect to spend between 3 and 5 hours weekly on each 

subject depending on their “Minimum Target Grade”. Most students have some 
homework periods built into their timetables in order to help them meet the demands at 
this level. 

 
If students work to this schedule this will give them, over a period of five years, the equivalent of one extra 
year’s schooling. If a homework deadline is missed, the subject teacher will note the details in your child’s 
planner and issue a whole school detention. 
 
However, for the rest of the recommended time pupils should: 
 
 Read around the topic using resources such as the Internet, encyclopaedias or discussions with 

members of the family. 
 Re-visit work already covered (e.g. rewriting notes in a more condensed form, ensuring corrections 

are complete, practising conversations or vocabulary in Modern Foreign Languages). 
 Read ahead by preparing for future topics as shown in the curriculum booklet. 
 
The most important thing you can do, as parents, is simply to take an interest in your child’s work. Apart 
from trying to provide the correct time, place and resources for homework, you could: 
 
 Ensure that your child understands that homework is not limited to the completion of the task set by 

the teacher. 
 Offer to help with homework. 
 Show an interest in wanting to learn with and from your child. 
 Contact your child’s subject teacher as soon as problems arise. 
 Above all, offer encouragement at all time. 
 
Parents are encouraged to view ‘Show My Homework’. This website allows you to see what homework 
has been set for your child, the time that this piece of work should take and the submission date. Further 
information will be supplied during your parental induction. 
 
The senior member of staff with the overview of homework is Mrs Kelly. 
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Art 

Content 
 

In Art, students explore visual, tactile and other sensory experiences 
to communicate ideas and meanings. They work with a variety of 
materials and processes, developing confidence, competence, 
independence, imagination and creativity. Students will learn to 
appreciate and value the work of artists, designers and crafts people 
across times and cultures, and to understand the contexts in which 
they were made. Interwoven into all projects are opportunities to 
develop students’ analytical and evaluative skills, learning to reflect 
critically on their own and other people’s work, judging quality, value 
and meaning. 
 
The yearly teaching programmes for Years 7 & 8 are organised into 
a variety of projects of differing lengths. They each provide strong 
links to the key stage Art & Design National Curriculum and help 
build a strong foundation for those wishing to study Art or Textiles at 
GCSE level. 
 

 
How You Can Help 
 Ensure your child has access to library facilities. 
 Encourage your child to experience wider art and design 

opportunities by taking them to visit art galleries. 
 Read through written work with your child (ask them to explain 

what it means). 
 Stockpile magazines/colour supplements for inspiration. 
 Have a range of art equipment, if possible, for use at home. 
 Ensure your son/daughter has £5.00 in their first week to pay for 

their sketchbook and materials. The contribution ensures they 
will be able to bring their art work home with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 - Natural Forms 

Formal elements  

This is taught through a series 

of introductory skills workshops 

Spirals 
In this project students put into 
practice all the skills learnt earlier 
in the year to create a body of 
creative artwork inspired by the 
theme of spirals 

Year 8 - Viewpoints 

Ceramics 
Students have the 
opportunity to work 
in clay creating an 
exciting 3D piece 
exploring artist and/
or cultural 
differences 

Protest Art 
Informed by exploring 
their own views and 
opinions, beliefs 
about the world which 
surrounds them, 
pupils respond using 
art to share a 
viewpoint 

Expressionism 
Students explore 
emotions through the 
Expressionist Art 
movement to create a 
mixed-media outcome 

Head of Creative Arts  

Faculty/Subject: 
  

Miss N Doughty 

  

 

 Grouping: 
 

Mixed Ability 

  

 

 Homework: 
 

Homework is set as mini briefs 

once every half term linking to 

whichever project is running at 

that time. The mini projects 

helps reinforce skills and 

knowledge learnt at school 

whilst allowing more 

independent learning. 

  

 

Assessment  

(including coursework): 
 

Sketchbook, homework and 

practical outcome all provide 

opportunities for assessment 

against Art specific threshold 

descriptors. 

  

  

Curriculum Enhancement 

Trips & Clubs 
 

 Key Stage 3 Art Club 

 One off specialist 

workshops 
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Drama 

Head of Expressive Arts 
Faculty/Subject: 

 

Miss G Currie 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Mixed Ability 
 
 

Homework: 
 

 Project based homework 
linked to topic being 
explored is set every half
-term. 

 Spellings. 
 
 

Assessment  
(including coursework): 

 

 Teacher assessment of 
students at the end of 
every topic. Assessments 
will focus on performance 
work and the creative/
preparation process. 

 Written assessments 
where students evaluate 
their own work. 

 Student self-assessment. 
 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

 Occasional workshops. 
 School productions 

including the lower 
school production for 
students in KS. 

 Opportunity to see 
school-based 
performance work 
across year groups. 

Content 
 

In Year 7 students are introduced to the four different strands that 
make up the Drama curriculum; group work, creating characters and 
storylines, performance skills and analysis/evaluation. Students are 
encouraged to work with sensitivity, creativity and demonstrate 
effective communication skills. Through the process of creating 
Drama, students are required to connect with the themes or issues 
being explored. 
 
By the end of Year 7 students will have covered basic techniques 
and developed their creative and performance skills. They will be 
able to work with other people to create their own performance 
pieces.  
 
Students will work in pairs, small groups, as a whole class and 
individually when creating practical work. 
 
By the end of Year 8 drama skills are reinforced and students will 
learn more advanced techniques.  
 
Drama lessons at KS3 focus strongly on the following: 
 

1.  The Dramatic Process: content, issues and themes explored.  
2.  Drama Skills & Techniques: such as freeze-frames, role play, 
  hot-seating, thought tracking and selecting the appropriate  
  drama form/style. 
3.  Personal & Social Skills: such as organising, working in groups 
 of mixed sizes/gender/friendships; listening/empathising;  
 compromising/supporting. 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Encourage students to see live theatre and to research around 
topics explored in the lessons. 

 Encourage students to get involved in extra-curricular activities 
e.g. drama clubs, school productions.  
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English 

Head of Faculty: 
 

Ms A Roberts 
 

 
 

Grouping: 
 

Broad Ability Groups 
 
 
 

Homework: 
 

 Reading for pleasure for at 
least 30 minutes a night. 

 Class specific homework 
related to current class study.  

 Reading and understanding 
language analysis 

 Reading and understanding 
structure analysis 

 Writing exposure - writing a 
range of different text types 

 Planning and drafting work 

 Proof reading and editing 

 Gathering information - 
researching and collating 

 Note making and annotating 
texts and extracts. 

 Rehearsing and practising 
speaking and performance. 

 
 

Assessment (including 
homework projects): 

 

 Deep Learning tasks (x2) 
related to specific unit of study 
(both a reading a writing task) 

 Termly end of unit assessment 
related to the specific unit 
study.  

 End of year writing exam 
(GCSE writing section style 
based) 

 Speaking and Listening  
 
 
 

Curriculum Enhancement  
Trips & Clubs 

 
Year 7:  

Book Group 
Reading competitions 
Creative Writing Club 

“The Times” Spelling Bee 
Poetry Club 

Debating Club 
 

Year 8:  
Personal Development Days 

Reading Group 
Creative Writing Club 
Carnegie Book Award 

Content 
 

At Key Stage 3 in English we study the following areas, based around 
Literacy, Language, Reading and Literature: 
 

Year 7 
Autumn Term: 
Study of a Fiction Novel - Looking at writers craft, language, structure of 
texts and a range of non-fiction extracts related to storyline of novel.  
 

Spring Term: 
Poetry Through Time - a detailed programme of lessons that take students 
through the centuries via poetry. Contextual understanding of both 
historical, political and social views are developed.  
 

Summer Term: 
Writing to Describe - students will develop how to create lasting stories 
through character development, structural understanding and language 
devices.  
 

‘A Whole Lot of Grief’ Modern Play - Students will develop an introductory 
understanding of modern drama texts - their writing, genre and 
performance to an audience through this short play.  
 

Year 8 
Autumn Term: 
Pre 20th Century Literature - Students are exposed to a range of extracts 
from the 19th and 20th Century, developing understanding on language, 
structure and writer’s craft. 
 

Spring Term: 
Shakespeare - Students will develop keen understanding of our most 
famous playwright - his use of specific language devices and structural 
features to enhance the viewing pleasure. Close extract analysis will allow 
students to develop understanding of character and human nature.  
 

Summer Term: 
Writing to Persuade - Students will look at different non-fiction texts types 
and recognise structural and language features. They will then embed 
these skills into their own writing.  
 

Summer Board Game project - End the year by working in small groups to 
win commission to make a new board game. Students will develop 
speaking and listening skills along with teamwork skills whilst developing 
and consolidating their grammatical and English knowledge.  
 

Additional lessons: 
Grammar Lesson focus - Revisiting of fundamental grammar within writing - 
punctuation, spelling, tense work, advanced sentence form and vocabulary 
choice. Students will also be exposed to small extracts from writers that 
demonstrate this grammatical sourcing.  
 

Reading Lesson Focus - Enhancing and engaging students with a love of 
reading. Class reading books and small group readers allow students to 
read together and discuss. Students are exposed to small non-fiction texts 
that are along current affairs and topics raised in society.  
 

How You Can Help 
 

 Check that your child understands what they need to do to reach their 
level. 

 Read and discuss novels (both modern and pre 1914) with your  
       children. 

 Look at the English area on the school internet site for details of 
homework tasks. 

 Check homework on Show My Homework for related tasks. 

 Check through homework projects. 

 Help with learning spelling corrections. 

 Look at www.bbc.co.uk/revision for KS3 bitesize revision tasks. 
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Geography 

Head of Subject: 
 

Miss Partridge 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Mixed Ability 
 
 

Homework: 
 

45 minutes every two weeks -  
Students are set tasks or 
project-based homework, 
generally on a two weekly 

basis. 
  
 

Assessment: 
 

Work is awarded an effort 
grade. A National Curriculum 
(equivalent) Level is awarded 

each term. 
 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

 Key Stage 3 Geography 
Club. 

 Activities and trips during 
Personal Development 
days. 

Content 
 

 
How You Can Help 
 

 Please encourage students to add depth and detail to their 
homework. 

 Encourage students to watch News and read newspapers. 
 Show them you are interested in the subject. 
 Discuss current affairs with your children. 
 Ensure students are fully prepared with drawing pencils, 

colouring pencils, scissors and a glue stick. 
 

 

Year 7: 
 
Autumn: 
 Local area and map skills 
 Eco-Systems 
 
Spring: 
 Weather, Climate, Climate 

change 
 
Summer: 
 Population 
 Africa 

Year 8: 
 
Autumn: 
 Tectonic hazards 
 
 
Spring: 
 China, India, Brazil and 

Russia 
 
Summer: 
 Coasts 
 Rivers 
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History 

Head of Subject: 
 

Miss L Swinscoe 
1 x vacancy tbc 

 
 

Grouping: 
 

Mixed Ability and some setting 
 
 

Homework: 
 

Homework will be invariably be 
based on reinforcing work 

completed in class. The bulk of 
the homework will involve 

some form of extended writing, 
although other exercises will 

also be set. 
 
 

Assessment: 
 

Regular assessment against 
thresholds on a half-termly 

basis. 
 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

 History Club 
 History Film Club 
 Trips during Personal 

Development days. 

Content 
 

History provides an opportunity for students to discover how the 
world in which they live evolved. It gives a sense of purpose and 
understanding to their surroundings and enables them to understand 
the origins of the many political and social issues which they come 
across through the news, on a daily basis. The pursuit of history also 
helps develop life-long skills which can be used in other subjects 
and situations, enabling historians to ask pertinent questions, to 
process information and to effectively express opinions. 
 
During Year 7 the following themes will be covered: 
 

 An introduction to History through a local study. 
 Life in Medieval England. 
 The Tudor Monarchs and their religious and political significance. 
 The Stuarts and the English Civil War. 
 The cause and prevalence of witchcraft in Early Modern England. 
 The course and consequences of the Industrial Revolution. 
 
During Year 8 the students will study: 
 

 The American West; struggle for the plains. 
 The start and successes of women’s suffrage. 
 Conflict in the 20th Century and the inter war years. 
 War goes nuclear. 
 A post war world. 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Read through the extended writing exercises that are completed 
for homework. 

 Help with the learning of key vocabulary which will need to be 
completed at home. 

 Use the local library for relevant books on the topics being 
studied. 

 Advise, encourage and question. 
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Information Technology 

Head of Faculty/Subject: 
 

Miss M Edwards MBE 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Year 7: Sets 1 - 4 
Year 8: Sets 1 - 4 

 
 

Homework: 
 

 This is a handwritten or 
computer based activity 
set every two weeks. 

 

 Suggested tasks can be 
found on “Show my 
Homework”. 

 
 

Assessment  
(including coursework): 

 

 Each discipline is 
formatively assessed. 

 A summative 
assessment forms the 
basis for reporting. 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

 A range of extra-
curricular activities are 
available during 
lunchtime including 
coding. 

 

 The IT faculty support 
students who want to 
enter IT/Computing 
competitions and attend 
events. 

 

 The computer rooms are 
available during 
lunchtimes and after 
school until 4:30pm on 
most days for school 
work. 

Content 
 

Information Technology and Computing is taught to all Year 7 and 8 
students as a discreet subject for one lesson per week in an IT 
room. Students are given their own account with dedicated storage 
space on the network.  
 
Year 7 
Autumn Term:  
Introduction to Online Accounts, E-safety and Effective use of Office 
applications. 
 
Spring Term:  
Data Representation, Graphic Design and Copyright. 
 
Summer Term:  
Computational Thinking, Basic Programming Techniques. 
 
Year 8 
Autumn Term:  
Online Account Management, E-safety including; Online behaviours, 
digital footprints and body image. 
 
Spring Term:  
Computational Thinking with Turtle programming, Algorithms and 
Networking.  
 
Summer Term:  
Data Representation, text based programming, data modelling. 
 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Encourage your child to explain / show you what they have been 
using the computers for at school. 

 Encourage your child to use the computers for serious school 
work. 

 Remind them how to use the IT responsibly. 
 Try to get them to use different software packages at home. 
 Get your child to question information they find on the Internet. 
 Get your child to explain how IT and computing is used in the real 

world, e.g. in the supermarket. 
 Discuss how new IT technology and computing is reported in the 

media. 
 Do you use technology at work? Discuss how you or your 

business uses it.   
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Learning Development 

SENCO: 
 

Mrs A Woodcock 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

N/A 
 
 

Homework: 
 

N/A 
 
 

Assessment: 
 

 Year 7 CAT tests. 
 Reading and Spelling 

tests. 
 Maths Assessment. 
 Subject-specific CAPP 

data. 
 
Assessment tasks throughout 
the year to monitor progress. 

Content 
 

Students entering Key Stage 3 with weaker numeracy and literacy 
skills may struggle to meet the demands of the faster paced and 
more challenging content of the secondary curriculum.   
 
Data is collected from primary schools as part of the transition 
process.  All students are also assessed via a range of screening 
tests to see who it is felt may benefit from some extra input to boost 
their skills. Parents of those pupils selected to receive intervention 
provision are informed individually. 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Listen to your child read for a few minutes every day. 
 Check through completed work with your child. 
 Help them learn times tables. 
 Encourage a “can do” approach to their work. 
 Help with organisation of time to complete homework by due 

dates. 
 Help with personal organisation to bring correct equipment to 

school each day. 
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Mathematics 

Head of Faculty/Subject: 
 

Mr Watson 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Two parallel groups of sets 
based on ability. 

 
 

Homework: 
 

Homework is set weekly - 
online mymaths task or a 

written task. Duration:  
Years 7 & 8: 45 minutes 

 
 

Assessment: 
 

Tests take place after each 
half-term, except in the 

Summer term where there is 
an end of year assessment. 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

 Years 7 & 8: Junior 
Maths Challenge 

 Chess Club 

Content 
 

Students will experience and work towards gaining mastery of the 
following: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How You Can Help 
 

 Encourage your child to complete homework on the night set. 
 Check through your child’s work. 
 Practise times tables with your child and share your knowledge 

and understanding of mathematics. 
 Encourage them to use Mymaths and Mathswatch - login and 

passwords will be given to each student - to revise and explore 
new topics. 

 Encourage your child to be inquisitive and independent learners 
by making good use of the internet to investigate and find 
answers for themselves. 

 
 

Solve problems: 
 Problem solving and 

applications in a variety 
of contexts to develop 
reasoning, thinking and 
communication skills. 

 

Numbers: 
 Number and arithmetic 
 Approximations 
 Powers 
 Multiples, factors and 

primes 
 Fractions and 

percentages 
 

Ratio, Proportion and 
Rates of Change: 

 Ratio and proportion 
 Units and scales 

 

Algebra: 
 Algebraic expressions 
 Equations 
 Formulas 
 Sequences 
 Graphs and equations 

Geometry and Measures: 
 Angles and shapes 
 Constructions 
 Perimeter, area and 

volume 
 Transformations 
 Geometric relationships 

 

Probability: 
 Probability experiments 
 Theoretical probabilities 

 

Statistics: 
 Statistical charts and 

diagrams 
 Averages and range 

(incl. from tables) 
 Scatter diagrams and 

correlation 
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Modern Foreign Languages (German) 

Head of Faculty: 
 

Mrs E Kaye-Chubb 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Year 7: Set 1 & Mixed Ability 
Groups 
Year 8: Sets 1 - 4      

 
 

Homework: 
 

 Written or non-written task 
set every two weeks and 
will include: learning 
vocabulary, completing 
online tasks, worksheets, 
translation tasks as well as 
a variety of creative tasks. 

 Tasks will be shown on 
“Show my Homework” site. 

 
 

Assessment  
(including coursework): 

 

 Continuous assessment. 
 Two summative 

assessments per term. 
 Exams in Listening, 

Reading, Speaking and 
Writing at the end of the 
year. 

 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

Residential visits to Germany 
 

Content 
 

Year 7 
German - Stimmt 1 textbook 
Autumn 
Module 1: Greetings and basic language 
        (numbers, colours, alphabet, classroom equipment) 
Module 2: Introducing and describing myself, my family and pets 
 

Spring  
Module 3: Free time 
Module 4: My routine and school 
 

Summer  
Module 5: Town, shopping and holidays 
Module 6: Revision, exams and end of year project 
 
Year 8 
German - Stimmt 2 textbook  
Autumn  
Module 1: Holidays 
Module 2: Media 
 

Spring 
Module 3: Healthy Lifestyle 
Module 4; Going on an exchange 
 

Summer  
Module 5: Going out 
Module 6: Revision, exams and end of year project 
 
Students will continue with the language studied in Years 7 and 8 
   if they choose a language to study at GCSE level. 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Impress on your child the value of a foreign language. 
 Encourage your child to speak to you in German. 
 Make a conscious effort to learn with your child. 
 Ensure that your child meets homework deadlines.  
 Encourage your child to regularly use ‘Active Learn’ to improve 

their language skills outside the classroom. 
 Ask your child regularly about the strategies used to achieve 

target grades. 
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Modern Foreign Languages (French) 

Head of Faculty: 
 

Mrs E Kaye-Chubb 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Year 7: Set 1 & Mixed Ability 
Groups 
Year 8: Sets 1 - 4 

 
 

Homework: 
 

 Written or non-written task 
set every two weeks and 
will include: learning 
vocabulary, completing 
online tasks, worksheets, 
translation tasks as well as 
a variety of creative tasks. 

 Tasks will be shown on 
“Show my Homework” site. 

 
 

Assessment  
(including coursework): 

 

 Continuous assessment. 
 Two summative 

assessments per term. 
 Exams in Listening, 

Reading, Speaking, 
Writing at the end of the 
year. 

 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

A residential visit to France. 
 

Content 
 

Year 7 
French - Studio 1 textbook 
Autumn  
Module 1: Greetings and basic language 
        (numbers, colours, alphabet, classroom equipment) 
Module 2: Describing myself and others 
 

Spring  
Module 3: My school and routine       
Module 4: My free time 
 

Summer  
Module 5: Town and holidays 
Module 6: Revision and end of year exams year project 
 
Year 8 
French - Studio 2 textbook 
Autumn  
Module 1: Media 
Module 2: Holidays 
 

Spring  
Module 3: My identity 
Module 4; Where I live 
 

Summer  
Module 5: Talents and Ambitions 
Module 6: Revision, exams and end of year project 
 
Students will continue with the language studied in Years 7 and 8 
   if they choose a language to study at GCSE level. 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Impress on your child the value of a foreign language. 
 Encourage your child to speak to you in French. 
 Make a conscious effort to learn with your child. 
 Ensure that your child meets homework deadlines.  
 Encourage your child to regularly use ‘Active Learn’ to improve 

their language skills outside the classroom. 
 Ask your child regularly about the strategies used to achieve 

target grades. 
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Music 

Head of Subject: 
 

Ms V Mace 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Mixed ability 
 
 

Homework: 
 

 Two homework projects 
per year (approximately 
6 weeks of each) as an 
extension of the Music 
curriculum units. 

 
 

Assessment  
(including coursework): 

 

 Assessment of 
performing, composing, 
appraising, listening and 
applying knowledge and 
understanding. 

 School assessment 
thresholds. 

 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

 Regular concert trips and 
visiting musicians. 

 A wide variety of clubs 
including: Orchestra, 
Choir, Samba band, 
Keyboard club and pupil 
rock bands leading to 
regular performances 
throughout the year. 

 Instrumental and vocal 
evening concerts. 

 Private instrumental 
lessons. 

Content 
 

Students learn to perform, compose and listen in a variety of 
different sized groups: solo, pair, small group, large group and whole 
class. 
Students participate in the following musical activities: 
 singing and playing a variety of music 
 taking part in group performances 
 planning, rehearsing and presenting performances 
 improvising and arranging 
 composing music in response to a variety of stimuli and exploring 

a range of resources 
 recording compositions using notations and ICT (music 

technology) 
 listening to and developing an understanding of music from 

different times and places 
 responding to and evaluating music, including their own and 

others’ compositions and performances. 
 

 
How You Can Help 
 
 Encourage your child to listen regularly to a wide variety of 

music. 
 Encourage participation in extra-curricular groups. 
 Consider instrumental lessons for your child.  
 
 

 

Year 7 
Students will study a range of 
topics from the following list: 
 

 Vocal Music 

 The Elements of Music 

 Metre and Rhythm 

 Rhythm in Ensemble 
(Samba) 

 Timbre: Instruments of the 
orchestra 

 Ground Bass and Remix 

 Ostinati and Riffs 

 Programme Music 

 Film Music 

Year 8 
Students will study a range of 
topics from the following list: 
 

 The Development of Popular 
Music: through the study of  
Blues, Jazz, Rock'n'roll, Pop 
Music of the 80s/90s. This 
project covers performing, 
improvising, composing and 
listening skills 

 Cover versions and musical 
arrangements 

 Music and the Media: radio 
advert 

 Music and the Media: Quiz 
Show music 
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Physical Education 

Director of Sport: 
 

Mr J Burtonshaw 
 

Head of Faculty: 
 

Miss W Case 
 

Head of Boys PE: 
Mr J Simpson 

 
 

Grouping: 
 

2 Tier (setted by ability) 
 
 

Homework: 
 

Does not apply - but an 
extensive extra-curricular 
programme supports the 

curriculum requirements. All 
students are welcome. 

 
 

Assessment 
(including coursework): 

 

 Each discipline is 
formatively assessed. 

 A summative 
assessment forms the 
basis for reporting. 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

Timetable of extra-curricular 
provision is available on 

request. 
 
 
 

Content 
 

Charles Darwin School has a proud tradition for physical education 
and sport and boasts outstanding indoor and outdoor facilities to 
promote activities for its students. There is an extensive range of 
intra and inter school sports which takes place which is fast gaining 
the school a reputation for sporting excellence. The PE department 
has high expectations and standards for every student and aims to 
develop the skills, techniques and tactical knowledge required for 
them to become outstanding sports performers. 
 
Our aims: 
 
 To provide opportunities for all students to participate in a 

competitive and varied sports programme in the Autumn, Spring 
and Summer terms. 

 

 To maximise the potential of our most talented youngsters by 
providing regular opportunities for organised and structured 
coaching programmes geared towards raising achievement. 

 

 To encourage and promote positive attitudes amongst all pupils 
towards physical activity and the pursuit of an active lifestyle. 

 

 To provide opportunities for students to develop tactics, 
techniques and skills as well as an understanding of the rules for 
a range of activities. 

 

 To develop personal and inter-personal skills through competition 
in a manner which serve to underline the need for discipline, 
safety and consideration for others. 

 

The sports offered in Year 7/8 are : 
 

 Boys     Girls 
 Football    Football   
 Rugby    Rugby   
 Table Tennis   Netball 
 Health-related Fitness  Hockey 
 Gymnastics   Health-related Fitness 
 Cricket    Stoolball 
 Athletics    Trampolining 
 Tennis    Gymnastics 
 Basketball    Dance 
 Softball    Basketball 
      Tennis 
      Cricket 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Ensure your child is fully aware of the requirements for P.E. kit. 
 Ensure your child takes kit to school, regardless of an injury or 

illness they may be carrying.  
 Encourage punctuality and reliability to sports fixtures. 
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Religious Education 

Head of Subject: 
 

Mr D Lamb 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Mixed Ability/some Setting 
 
 

Homework: 
 

Students in Years 7 & 8 are 
set project-based homework. 
Details can be found on the 

School website. 
 
 

Assessment: 
 

Half termly National 
Curriculum assessments. 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

There will opportunities to 
enhance the Curriculum 

through outside speakers, 
faculties working together and 

whole-day activities. 
 
 
 

Content 
 

CRE gives students the knowledge, skills and understanding to play 
an effective role in society at local, national and international levels. 
It helps them to become informed, thoughtful and responsible 
citizens who are aware of their duties and rights. It encourages them 
to play a helpful part in the life of their schools, neighbourhoods, 
communities and the wider world. It encourages respect for different 
national, religious and ethnic identities. It helps pupils take part in 
discussion and debate.  
 
Citizenship will help students to understand how they can make their 
voice heard and is a dynamic and exciting topic which creates 
necessary awareness in today’s world. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How You Can Help 
 

 Encourage the daily reading of a broadsheet newspaper.  
 Watch the news and discuss the global issues arising as a 

family.  

Year 7 
 

 What is Religious 
Education all about? 

 How did the different 
religions begin? 

 Religious festivals 
 Life and death 
 Importance of 

communities 
 Human Rights and 

responsibilities 

Year 8 
 

 Crime and punishment 
and religious attitudes 
towards it 

 Suffering 
 The history of Judaism 
 Modern pilgrimage sites 
 Charity and religion 
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Science 

Head of Faculty: 
 

Mr A Doig 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

4 sets in each year half 
 
 

Homework: 
 

This is set on a weekly basis in 
a variety of forms: research, 

writing up of practical 
activities, problem solving, 

learning of terms and spellings 
and literacy activities.  

 
 

Assessment 
 

 There will be short tests 
on each topic throughout 
Key Stage 3. 

 Years 7 & 8 will sit 
Christmas, Easter  and 
End of Year exams 
(June) using SAT-style 
questions. Students are 
given dates in advance 
and encouraged to 
prepare for each 
assessment. 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

There are a number of trips 
and activities during Years 7 

and 8; these differ slightly 
each year. 

 
 
 

Content 
 

Each year will study the topics listed below, with each group/set 
following a slightly different order. Three to four weeks are spent on 
each topic.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How You Can Help 
 

 Ensure your child has the correct equipment: HB pencil, glue, 
ruler, pen, colouring pencils, rubber, sharpener, and a calculator  

 A Science Encyclopaedia is recommended to help with 
homework. 

 Test your child, check through work, family trips to museums or 
other attractions, talk through TV programmes, etc.  

 Purchase a study/revision guide for Key Stage 3. Collins is the 
scheme we use - ISBN 978-0007562824 or CGP is very good 
ISBN 978-1841463858  

 Use BBC Bitesize.  
 

Year 7 
 

 Cells - the building blocks 
of life 

 Eating, drinking and 
breathing 

 Getting the energy the 
body needs 

 Mixing, dissolving and 
separating 

 Explaining physical 
changes 

 Elements, compounds & 
reactions 

 Forces and their effects 
 Energy transfers and 

sound 

Year 8 
 

 Looking at plants and 
ecosystems 

 Variation for survival 
 Our health and the effect 

of drugs 
 Explaining chemical 

changes 
 Obtaining useful materials 
 Using our earth 

sustainably 
 Exploring contact and non 

contact forces 
 Magnetism and electricity 
 Motion on earth and in 

space 
 Waves and energy 

transfer 



23 

Technology 

Head of Technology: 
 

Mr R Baker 
 
 

Grouping: 
 

Mixed Ability 
 
 

Homework: 
 

Set to reinforce knowledge, to 
carry out research and to 

prepare for project work as well 
as prepare students for exam. 

 

Homework is available on 
‘Show My Homework’ where 

extension work and 
assessment criteria can be 

found. 
 
 

Assessment 
(including coursework): 

 

Students work through a range 
of projects that are marked in 

whole levels with advice 
provided on how to improve.  

Project levels are amalgamated 
into the whole school CAPP 
system reporting 3 times per 

year. 
 

End of year exams provide 
essential exam practice. 

 
 

Curriculum Enhancement 
Trips & Clubs 

 

Material/Food contribution:  
Each student is asked for £10 

to cover materials and buy 
ingredients. Students will bring 
home everything they make. 

 
 
 

Content 
 

Students work through the design process using a range of 
materials and processes. They build up their knowledge and skills, 
and explore relevant industrial practices to create well-made 
products. 
 
Subject areas covered during the two years include: 
 
Electronics: making basic circuits and soldering joints. 
 
Industrial Practices: using jigs, press moulds and computer 
aided design and manufacture. 
 
Graphics: using traditional drawing techniques, ICT and 
Computer Aided Design. We focus on learning how to create well-
presented work 
 
Resistant Materials: using a range of tools and equipment to 
create products made from paper, wood, card, plastics, modelling 
foam and metal. 
 
Food: includes safety, hygiene and nutrition; also included are 
basic practical skills to prepare and make a range of food items.  
Year 8 practical work is based around the use of staple foods such 
as rice, wheat, oats and maize.  
 
Year 7 Basic projects to introduce pupils to tools, equipment and 
  materials. We ensure basic Health & Safety   
  requirements are met, whilst introducing pupils to the 
  different material areas. 
 
Year 8 Projects build in complexity leading pupils to choose 
  GCSE Product Design in Year 9 
 
How You Can Help 
 

 Provide your child with pens, pencils, coloured pencils and a 
ruler. 

 Provide your child with an apron in Food.  
 Ensure that homework is always completed and check the 

website. 
 Encourage/enable your child to carry out research on shopping 

trips to DIY stores, your local supermarket etc. 
 Ensure your child has the correct ingredients for Food practicals 

and is able to practise at home.  
 Get children involved in putting together flat-pack furniture and 

understand DIY and maintenance around the home. 
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Notes 

Aspire – Endeavour – Achieve 

 


