
Charles Darwin School 
Year 8 Welcome 

I hope you and your families are well.  

If you are worried regarding your own mental health or that of another student, please email me your concern on 
gwo@cdarwin.com alternatively Mrs Haywood on jha@cdarwin.com. Thank you to those who have already done so. 

As you would have seen on the News last week, things will not be returning to normal anytime soon. Boris 
Johnson’s speech outlined some key elements regarding schools that are important to us. As of the 1st of June 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 students are being encouraged back to school which may affect some of your 
siblings. He also stated that should the social distancing measures in place continue to reduce the rate of infection 
to well below 1 that he hopes to encourage students with exams next year the opportunities to see their teachers 
before the Summer break. This would affect Year 10 who will have their GCSE exams and Year 12 who have their  
A Level exams which again may be some of your siblings. There is still no confirmation whether or not Year 10 and 
12 will be coming into school soon. 

It is very unlikely that Year 8 students across the country will be encouraged to come back to school at any stage of 
this academic year thus it is imperative you set out an expectation of yourself to work and learn as independently as 
possible over this time. Now is not a time to give up on your studies. I promise that those of you who can remain on 
task, continue to work hard and continue to put in the effort will see a noticeable difference when we return to school 
to those who have not.  

First of all I would like to thank you Year 8. The work I have seen from so many of you at this time under these 
testing conditions has been a real credit to your resilience and drive. Second, I would like to thank your parents and 
guardians for the support they have given you. Whether it may be the pressure they put on you to complete your 
studies, or the support they have given you in trying to teach you something or help learn it with you. Despite what at 
times may seem a difficult and thankless task to keep some of you motivated, it will all be worth it in the end. Take 
some time and appreciate your parents telling you to do your work, or checking that you are working hard.  

My Mum and I used to have the same argument when I was your age over and over and I am sure many of you 
have had the same where as a teenager growing into a young adult it felt like she was always on my case and 
nagging. Her response was simple “if I stop nagging it means I no longer care.” Now some of you, in fact many of 
you, are already more motivated and better learners than I was at your age and your parents and guardians may 
only have to check up on you every now and then to make sure you are continuing to head in the right direction. 
Hopefully many of you are helping by not having the argument that I used to as you can see how working hard will 
benefit you in the future. For those of you who are struggling and feel like it is a constant battle just remember. 
We’re only nagging because we care! 

Mr Woods 

 

 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Mr Woods on gwo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood on jha@cdarwin.com 

 

Thank you for Food Bank donations 
 

Your food bank donations 
are really appreciated.  

Please keep those coming 
in to Main Reception.  If you 
and your family require use 
of the Food Bank please 
contact me: 

 gwo@cdarwin.com 



Aspire       -       Endeavour       -        Achieve 
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Your VE Day Celebrations and Projects 
Last week you were set a challenge by the History department regarding the VE Day Commemorations. Many of you 
really stepped up and showed great community spirit. Here are some of the names that require a special mention for 
their hard work and some images of what they have achieved: 
 
Aston McSavage   Chloe McGonigal   Ellie Berry   Emmy Vince 
Erin Iliffe    Eve Alicia     Danleu Jockam  Gabby Ormston  
Grace Doyle    Jack Maslin    Jon Wilson   Lucy Rous   
Melody Matthews   Olivia Persson   Piereicce Powell  Ruby Farmer  
Sophie Hanlon   Sophie Halliday   Stanley Pratt  Toby Teather  
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 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Mr Woods on gwo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood on jha@cdarwin.com 

Other Stars this Week 
 

Aaron Abbey-Cripps for his work in French. 
 
Alex Horner for her hard work in Science. 
 
Alex Webb for his exceptional piece of French writing. Your French teacher was very impressed.  
 
Alfie Brown has again impressed the English department with his comprehension, spelling and grammar. 
He has also impressed the Science department again putting in loads of work! 
 
Aston McSavage for his Drama work. 
 
Ava Godwin has worked hard on creating a poster about the world outside their window and will be 
entering a national competition for the "Young Geographer of the Year" which is run by the Royal Geographic 
Society. 
 
Ben Evans for his Photography work. 
 
Caitilin Ricketts for her consistent great work in Science. 
 
Caiden Thwaites for his Photography project. 
 
Charlie-Ray Kellow for his biography of Stephen Hawkins in Science. 
 
Chloe McGonigal for her Science work on the organisation of the 
human body and the main pathogens including the role of vaccinations. 
Chloe has also impressed with an excellent hand-drawn seaside scene 
labelled in German as seen in the image. 
 
Darrel Yung-Hoi for his Science work on the organisation of the 
human body and the main pathogens including the role of vaccinations. 
 
Daniel Major for his Science work on the organisation of the human 
body and the main pathogens including the role of vaccinations. 
 
Danny Cole for consistently working hard in Maths. 
 
Danny Rufford has managed to score 100% on nearly every Music 
quiz set. 
 
David Hall has completed some very impressive work in English and his Photography project. David has 
also worked hard in Maths and has not given up when he finds the task challenging. 
 
Ellie Cousins has put in superb efforts into her work on punctuation last week. Her notes were incredibly 
detailed and well presented. Ellie has also done some fabulous work in Science and has managed to score 100% 
on nearly every Music quiz set. 
 
Emily Bellamy for her Drama work. 
 
Emma Pini for her work in French. Emma has also worked hard on creating a poster about the world 
outside their window and will be entering a national competition for the "Young Geographer of the Year" which is run 
by the Royal Geographic Society. 
 
Emmy Vince has also worked hard on creating a poster about the world outside their window and will be 
entering a national competition for the "Young Geographer of the Year" which is run by the Royal Geographic 
Society. Emmy has also managed to score 100% on nearly every Music quiz set. 
 
Evie Thompson for her Science work on the organisation of the human body and the main pathogens 
including the role of vaccinations. 
 
Gabby Ormston for her impressive English work. 

 



Grace Doyle for good quality and beautifully presented German work. 
 
Jack Maslin for his excellent use of persuasive techniques in a recent persuasive speech. As well as his 
fantastic speech, he also answered all of the questions thoroughly and it was clear that he had spent a lot of time on 
his work. Jack has also completed some exemplary Music work. 
 
Jack Stone for his work in Computer Science. 
 
James Chinnery has been working very hard in English. 
 
Jasmine Brown for her beautiful Alice in Wonderland toilet roll project. 
 
Jasmine Goode for her Drama work. 
 
Jessica Eade has worked hard on creating a poster about the world outside their window and will be 
entering a national competition for the "Young Geographer of the Year" which is run by the Royal Geographic 
Society. Jessica has also managed to score 100% on nearly every Music quiz set. 
 
Jon Wilson for completing some fantastic English work. 
 
Josh Tary for always completing his Maths tasks on time. 
 
Kai Pritchard for his Photography work. 
 
Lydia Forde for her work in French. 
 
Melody Matthews has managed to score 100% on nearly every Music quiz set. 
 
Olivia Bowe for her Photography work. 
  
Olivia O’Rourke has worked hard on creating a poster about the world outside their window and will be 
entering a national competition for the "Young Geographer of the Year" which is run by the Royal Geographic 
Society. 
 
Olivia Persson for her outstanding work in Technology. Olivia has also impressed with her very smart Easter 
quiz sheet that she produced in German. 
 
Olivia Verrier for displaying and excellent attitude to her Maths studies. She is always one of the first in her 
group to attempt the work. 
 
Olivia Zirgulyte for her Photography work and exceptional work in French. 
 
Rose Bell for her Photography project. 
 
Rubi Sleight for her excellent Photography project. 
 
Ruby Farmer for her Drama work. 
 
Sam Bussey for good quality German work. 
 
Sam Wilkinson for sending his German work promptly. 
 
Scarlett Towersey has managed to score 100% on nearly every Music quiz set. 
 
Sophie Halliday for her fantastic work in English as well as her Drama work. 
 
Sophie Hanlon has managed to score 100% on nearly every Music quiz set. 
 
Summer Harragin has really impressed again for her outstanding work in English and for consistently 
sending in quality work in Science. 
  
Syd Powley for his amazing English work as well as an impressive R.E. project. 
 
Thomas Dilling for his work in French. 
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Toby Teather for great organisation and detailed work sent regularly in German. 
 
Verity Hollands for her work in French. 
 
Victoria Towersey has worked hard on creating a poster about the world outside their window and will be 
entering a national competition for the "Young Geographer of the Year" which is run by the Royal Geographic 
Society. 
 
Vince Thompson has been doing really well in Science sending in a lot of top quality work. 
 
Vinh Ngyen for fantastic efforts with his English work and reading. 
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 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Mr Woods on gwo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood on jha@cdarwin.com 

Music Message from Mr Dowlen 
Well done to all of my Year 8 Music students who have completed every piece of work I've set since March - there 
are too many of you to name individually, but I really appreciate your effort.  
Please keep it going! 

Photography Projects 
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LGBT Awareness 
 
Last year Charles Darwin School ran a ‘Diversity Week’ to raise money for the charity 
‘Justlikeus’ by selling rainbow ribbons as well as raising awareness and understanding in 
assemblies, lessons and tutor time activities. Unfortunately this year for obvious reasons 
we have not been able to do the same but Justlikeus have put together an idea that you 
can participate in from home.  
 
From 22 - 26 June instead of the Diversity Week in schools they will run: 
 

 Daily master classes from some exciting people at the top of their game, in topics such 
as film-making and storytelling 

 A National Dress like the Rainbow Day on Friday 26 June 

 A photo challenge every day 

 Activities to learn about LGBT+ diversity 
 
You can also participate in the launch video by sending a 20 second landscape video answering one of the 
following questions: 
 

 What was the best thing about School Diversity Week in your school last year? 

 What difference has School Diversity Week made to you? 

 What are you most looking forward to this School Diversity Week (use the list above to help with what’s 
happening this year)? 

 What difference does it make to you to see people in the LGBT+ community? 
 

Students will need to fill in a consent form, which is linked in the PDF if they want their video to be used, and send 
their videos to anthony.melia@justlikeus.org 

Birthdays 
This week I would like you all to join me in wishing a happy birthday to Kye Laming 
and Romillo Moore! 
 

Getting old like Bob 
As I mentioned last week it was my birthday on Saturday and I was very fortunate to have a very special day. 
Turning 25 it felt as though just last week I was 24. This may not seem much to you but it is… 
 
Before, I could tick that box on surveys or when you have to fill in forms that said 18-24. The box that says young, 
ambitious, you’ve got your whole life ahead of you. Now I am left in the abyss many of your parents find 
themselves in… the 25 to 1000 category… beyond 25 there is no point counting age. You simply become old. 
That’s it, at this point nothing really matters, you’ve lived your best years. Everything is now about looking back on 
the good times you had, with nothing else to look forward to. My body feels old and decrepit. I have aches and 
pains I have never felt before. I no longer have a left and right knee but instead I refer to them as my good and bad 
knee.  

Everything has turned really cold this week. I am just going to put the heating on… what! It already was on 32 
degrees! I was in the garden the other day and ever so slightly scratched my arm on a thorn by accident. Great 
that’s gonna take months to heal. 

I don’t have grey hair yet but that could be as I have shaved my head again. What if it doesn’t grow back? What if 
I’m old and bald now and that’s how it’s supposed to be? What if I become one of those old people that repeats 
themselves all the time and doesn’t know it or what if I become one of these old people that repeats themselves all 
the time and doesn’t even know it? Did I tell you that story about my neighbour Bob? I am now in the same age 
bracket as him. Last week I took the high ground and let him have the spot outside my house. But, now I need that 
spot since I can only walk 10 meters every half an hour.  

Maybe I am overthinking this? Let me grab my glasses and read this back. Wait… where are my glasses? Oh, 
they’re on my head. Maybe I should get a chain to put these round my neck so that I don ’t lose them. Yes Year 8. 
When we return to school I will not be the same young enthusiastic teacher that left you. He will be replaced by an 
established elderly 25 year old grumpy, coffee breathing, tuna eating teacher. 

Aspire       -       Endeavour       -        Achieve 
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Oh wait… I don’t like coffee and tuna… There is hope yet…   
 
All jokes aside I hope Year 8 that you have been looking after your old people whilst they are stuck in isolation. 
Some Grandparents are luckier than others. Some may still have partners or live with people so it may not be as 
boring a time for them. Others however can and are feeling very isolated. Try to make contact with them daily, as 
for some, small chats with you could be the highlight of their day giving them hope of better more sociable times.       
I am going to briefly tell you about my Grandparents and I am sure you will see some resemblances with your own. 
I am lucky enough to have 3 Granddads and 2 Nans still with me. The three Granddad’s are all very different but all 
lovely. The youngest is very mobile, outdoorsy funny but also can be Grumpy. I call Grumpy or my Nana or they 
call me around 3-4 times a week during lockdown up from the once or twice a week before. They’re pretty switched 
on with technology, have lots of friends and family they are in contact with and are pretty independent. They also 
have a lovely garden they can get out and about in. I often speak indirectly to Grumpy as he shouts things down the 
phone from the other side of the room to my Nana who passes it on in a more politically correct way. It works for 
them.  
 
My Middle Granddad is a little more fragile. He and his friends were heavy drinkers back in the day but he quit 
around 30 year ago when he found out it may not have been good for his health. He has just been diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia. He has also had several heart attacks and suffers with asthma. Both my Nan and 
Granddad on the Woods side have diabetes and have been in self-isolation due to their risk factors considerably 
longer than since lockdown in a 1 bed flat on the 10

th
 floor. I often call my Granddad’s phone and there is no 

answer. I then call my Nan’s phone and Granddad answers as the first call is the time it takes him to get up from 
the chair to his coffee table where his phone is. They too have a big family and we all call regularly to pass the time, 
check on them and share our love.  
 
My Eldest Granddad is way more switched on with technology than anyone I know. I’m pretty sure he invented the 
mobile phone. He lives in a bungalow by the coast and has a cat to keep him entertained. A cat that I like to wind 
up until she bites or scratches me. He has lots of friends and family his age that are all keeping in touch and Face 
Timing and Zoom calling so by the time I call he has had enough of the socialising and just wants to have a break. 
All of the Grandparents are different and as you can see I talk to mine with different regularity dependent on what 
they need. My Nana said to me a little while ago that she was watching something and the presenter said “The 
people in this world aren’t here to do things for you but instead they are here for your help”. That stuck with her and 
she wanted me to pass it on to you.  

Those of you who are lucky enough to still have your 
Grandparents or have known your Grandparents will know that it 
can be difficult to reach out to them all the time but make sure you 
do your bit to support them through this time as I promise you they 
will appreciate it. Listen to their stories. Even the ones you may 
have heard a thousand times. Even ask them for that story you 
have heard before and want to hear again as if it is a song that 
reminds you of them. Old people love to tell a story especially to 
their Grandchildren. Give back, tell them a story. Maybe in some 
way you can relate to their stories to keep the conversation going. 
I know that some of you struggle with what to say. Don’t be 
embarrassed if there is a period of silence on the call and you feel 
awkward as for some of your Grandparent’s there would only be 
silence and their own thoughts when you hang up anyway. Ask 
them about what they did when they were at school. You’ll be 
surprised. Some of them were teenagers once getting up to 
mischief as well. And I bet some of the stuff they did or can 
remember was pretty funny that may help you connect with them 
in a new way. 

I started this section with Birthdays and as I said earlier I was very 
lucky this year. I started by flying my helicopter to a part of 
Germany called Baveria, famous for its beer festivals. Baveria 
looks a lot like my front room at this time of year. I changed into 
my Lederhosen and celebrated with Bratwurst and tried different 
beers down the side streets of Munich. During the day I was able 
to watch some German football as the Bundesliga started back up 
the same day.  

 

 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Mr Woods on gwo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood on jha@cdarwin.com 



Recipe for the Week  
Birthday Brownies 
 
Ingredients  
Butter 115g 
Caster Sugar 225g 
Vegetable oil 1 tablespoon 
Eggs 2 large 
Plain Flour 65g 
Cocoa Powder 65G 
Vanilla Extract 1 Teaspoon 
Chocolate chips or marshmallows or fudge pieces or fruit 
 

Method 

 Pre heat oven to 160 degrees on fan oven 

 Melt the butter and let it hot up until it’s a bit hot – don’t burn it 

 Pour into a bowl with the sugar and mix well 

 Mix in the oil, add the eggs and mix, add vanilla and mix 

 Sift in the flour and cocoa 

 Stir gently until combined – don’t stir too much or it will be more like a cake 

 Pour into lined baking tin 

 Cook for 20 minutes if you want them really gooey, 25 for more of a bite. 
 

 

Joke for the Week 
 

Two satellites got married. It was a 
small wedding but they had a big 
reception. 

Riddle for the week 
 
You can see me in water, but I 
never get wet. 
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 Answer to last week’s riddle - The Darkness 

An elegant uniform for a more civilised age 
As promised I have managed to find a picture of me when I was your age. Yes 
I was once quite blonde. Yes I was in Wedgwood. No my shirt was not 
untucked. No my top button was not undone.  

Upon my travels I have also been very fortunate to stumble across an image of 
Mrs Haywood also in her Charles Darwin uniform that as you can see has 
changed since then. I am sure she is going to be very pleased I have shared 
this with you all. 

A message from Mr Desai for Year 8 
Hope you and your families are all keeping well and safe. I am still trying to stay at home as much as possible.  
Maths, who likes Maths, not me I don't like Maths and I don't like kids but it pays the mortgage and the bills!!!! Haha. 
On a serious note though I just want to reassure all of you that if you are finding Maths difficult online please 
continue to do your best and do not WORRY or STRESS. Dr Desai here will run Maths Clinics every day after school 
to iron out any issues you have had with Maths during lockdown when we return to school. 
 

In the meantime please drop me an email whether I teach you or not if you have any Maths issues. I promise you I 
will be in touch only when LFC are not on TV battering the rest of the Premiership or when Master Chef (my mum) is 
cracking the whip in the kitchen. 
 
Peace. Good health and happiness to you all. 


