
Headlines 
 
 

I hope that this last newsletter of this 
academic year from me finds you all in 
good health and in an optimistic mood for 
the future. The last year and a half has 
been very testing for many in our school 
community; parents, students and 
members of staff have all had to rise to 
many unfamiliar challenges. Thankfully, 
the vast majority of our school community 
have coped very well.  
 
Following the Prime Minister’s recent 
announcements, we can now hopefully 
look forward to the resumption of nearer 
normal schooling in September. I am not 
sure how this announcement has been 
received by members of the wider school 
community, but moving onto a situation 
from September where we are working in 
a more normal way – not in zones and not 
with the requirement to use PPE will be 
much welcomed by the vast majority of 
us, I believe. I personally can’t wait to get 
the school back to some sense of 
normality - the present arrangements, 
although really well managed by staff, 
students and families, are a severe 
hindrance to the proper and full education 
of our students.  
 
I hope that you all have a super summer, 
and I look forward to seeing all students 
in the new academic year, when we can 
re-establish the school’s key routines and 
teaching and learning  practices. 
 

Sunil Chotai 

Charles Darwin School 

Attendance & House Points 
Summer 2021 

Attend today: achieve tomorrow 
 

The House Point totals for the Summer 
term  
 

Wedgwood 5090 (1st) 
Henslow 5042 (2nd) 
Lyell 4864 (3rd) 
Grant 4575 (4th) 
 

Attendance percentage by House for the 
Summer term  
 

      Henslow  94.4% (1st) 
      Grant  94.3% (2nd) 
      Wedgwood  94.2% (3rd) 
      Lyell  93.4% (4th) 
 

Congratulations to 7NKo with the highest 
form House Point total across the school, 
with 1513 points.  

This is the last Link for the  
2020-21 academic year.  

 
 

The next Link will be issued on  
Friday 10th September 2021. 

It was a real pleasure to be able to take a trip up to London on Friday 
9th July with five fabulous Sixth Formers to attend a reward trip at the 
Curzon Cinema. Bertha DocHouse; a company who specialise in 
screening documentary films recently reached out to our school asking 
for student volunteers to help them plan a social media campaign 
promoting a documentary film to a teenage audience. A small group of 
students offered to help; watching selected documentary films chosen 
by BerthaDoc House, and then provided valuable feedback during a 
couple of zoom calls. 
 
As a 'thank you' we received some free tickets to see the recent 
documentary release "The Reason I Jump", a thought-proving and 
emotive film from the inner-voice of a non-verbal autistic boy from 
Japan. The film was utterly beautiful, and I highly recommend watching 
it, if you get the chance. Having a niece with autism, I found the 
film particularly emotional to watch and very educational. 
 
After the viewing, the girls and I made our way to London's Southbank 
to visit the BFI shop, and I had to reign myself in from buying too many 
films! It was a very enjoyable day, and despite from nearly being run 
over by a man on a Boris Bike we all survived the first 'Covid-
secure' Media school trip! 
 
I was exceptionally proud of the behaviour and conduct of the students 
who attended, thank you for making the day so memorable. 
 

Miss Hurding 

Sixth Form Reward Trip 



Collection of Year 11 and Re-sit GCSE Results Thursday 12th August 2021 
GCSE results will be available for collection on Thursday 12th August between 9am and 12pm at specific 
appointment times. Letters explaining the procedures and individual collection times for each student have been 
posted home this week.  
 
Sixth Form places will be confirmed at this time or individual interviews will be arranged with students over the 
course of Thursday 12th or Friday 13th August where further discussion or support is needed. 
 
Once Year 11 students have received and read their letter, they should contact Ms Kelly or Mr Lamb if they have any 
queries on lke@cadrwin.com or dla@cdarwin.com  
 

Ms Kelly 
 

Collection of Year 13 and Year 12 AS Results Tuesday 10th August 2021 
Year 13 and Year 12 AS results will be available for collection on Tuesday 10th August between 9am and 12pm at 
specific appointment times. Letters explaining the procedures and individual collection times for each student have 
been posted home.  
 
The Sixth Form team will be available for individual support and guidance on the day itself and any further queries 
should be directed to rke@cdarwin.com. If you cannot come in to collect your results they will be posted to your 
home address at the end of the day. Please do not ask a friend to collect them unless you have in advance emailed 
the exams officer as directed in the letter you have received. We very much look forward to seeing you all and in the 
meantime please do enjoy your summer and do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to. 
 

Mrs Kearney 
 

Student Leadership Opportunity 
In September we will be starting a new student committee who will work with me in liaising with our school caterers 
to ensure the views of students are represented in any changes to the canteen provision.   
 
Further details about how students can apply to be part of this committee will be sent out early in the Autumn Term. 
 

Ms Kelly 

Enrichment Monday and Tuesday 
Form tutors are beginning to share the information with students in Year 7, 8 and 9 regarding Enrichment Days on 
Monday 19

th
 and Tuesday 20

th
 July. Students need to be in their own clothes. The weather forecast does look really 

promising for next week so plenty of water and an application of sun cream would be wise! There is a slight change 
to the normal school day but this does not affect start and finish times of the day apart from Year 9 who will finish 
slightly earlier at 2.50pm 
 
For students taking part in activities outside, please make sure that they are in trainers and suitable clothing for 
physical activity. Year 8 in particular will be visiting part of Downe Scout Camp through the back gate of the school. 
We are advising students who are taking part in this activity to wear suitable shoes/trainers and not sandals flip/flops 
or sliders as there are areas that are overgrown. It might also be advisable to take tracksuit bottoms/leggings to 
protect legs. Students who have epipens for allergies to bites/stings should take their epipens in light of the distance 
from the back of the field gate to first aid being quite a distance. 
 
Year 10 should be in own clothes for their English Speaking and Listening GCSE meeting. The times are being 
shared by their English department tomorrow and only need to be in for the speaking and listening, followed by a 
short careers briefing in IT1/2.  
 
Year 10 Mock Interviews – students should be in smart business dress or school uniform. Times have been sent out 
and students in Year 10 need only be in for their interview and can go straight home after. 
 

Mr R Jones 

Canteen Arrangements for September 
All students will need to bring their fob to school to purchase food from September. Any student who has 
lost their fob can collect one from the canteen when they come in to school for their Covid Test at the start of term 
(1st September Year 10,11,12, 2nd September Year 8,9,13) or you can collect one from the canteen before the end 
of this term (details of when to do this will be available from form tutors). Once all students with lost fobs have been 
issued with replacements, new fobs will be issued at a cost of £5 for the remainder of the year. 
 
sQUID online payment: Over the past few days students in school have been re-issued with copies of the sQUID 
letter with the details of their online payment account. Any students who are not in school at the end of term will be 
able to collect these at the start of term if their parent/carer needs to set up online payment and doesn't already have 
an account. 
 

Ms Kelly 



 

REMINDER: 
It is important that if any household member develops symptoms of COVID-19 all household members, including 
students, must stay at home.   
 

Any household member displaying symptoms of COVID-19 should take a PCR test and all household members 
must remain in isolation at home until the test result is received.       
 

If the test is positive the school must be informed and the student must not attend school. If the test is negative the 
student may return to school.     

Year 13 Silver DofE qualifying Expedition 
This week 6 of our Year 13 students, Elise Brenton, Oliver Duncombe, Rebecca Oakes, Alan Osys, Abbie 
Summerscales and Louise Walker went to the New Forest to complete their Silver Duke of Edinburgh qualifying 
expedition. They were walking through the forests and heath around Lyndhurst. 
 
We had a very wet and windy first night which resulted in flooded footpaths on days 2 and 3. Students had to re-plan 
their routes to avoid the flooded rivers and boggy ground on their second and third days of walking. The wet weather 
really highlighted their excellent preparation and organisation as they layered up with waterproofs and kept their 
spare kit dry. During their training I had brought an example meal of pasta with tomato and vegetable sauce and 
Frankfurters. They claim to have liked this so much that it’s all they ate for lunch and dinner four meals in a row! 
Despite the lack of variety in their diet, morale remained high and they successfully completed their expedition. 
 
This qualifying expedition was preceded by a practice expedition the previous weekend. Miss Zysemil and Miss 
Corris helped me during the practice expedition as we went through first aid scenarios, camp catering, navigation 
and two hilly days of walking from Biggin Hill. 
 
Mr Simpson, Miss Corris and I supported the group in the New Forest. Mr Simpson played the role of assessor – true 
to style he didn’t allow them any shortcuts and was duly impressed as the students rose to the meet the challenges. 
 

Mr Culver 

G. THORPE (744.5km) 

Georgie Thorpe - "An inspirational effort, showing  
real determination and perseverance."  

In January we set our students and staff  the 
John O’Groats to Land’s End PE Lockdown 
Challenge (1083 miles / 1743km), a challenge of 
mental toughness and endurance either 
walking, running, cycling, swimming or rowing 
the length of the UK. 
 
It all started well but gradually contenders gave 
up either due to school/work commitments or 
sheer laziness. That is all but one person….. 
Georgie Thorpe! 
 
Georgie has continued this journey since the 
challenge began, sending me daily updates on 
his progress. 
 
Through sheer determination Georgie has run 
744.5km of this journey. 
 
Well done Georgie, you are a true inspiration to 
us all. 
 
Keep going, we know you can make it to Land’s 
End! 

 
Mr Eckersall 

 



Webinars for Young People (ages 11-18) 
Please see some opportunities below to allow children to engage in addressing their own mental health. These 
webinars are being led by specialists in children’s mental health and wellbeing from Bromley Y. We would encourage 
parents/carers to share these webinars with their child and suggest they would be useful to engage in. We will also 
be sending the same message from school. 

Mrs Rees 



Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

FRIENDS OF CHARLES DARWIN 
 
As another school year draws to a close the Friends of Charles Darwin would like you to consider 
getting involved in our fundraising. 
 
With already dwindling numbers (due to school leavers and not enough new parents stepping forward) we find 
ourselves in urgent need of some "new blood" once the next school year starts and we lose yet more of our 
wonderful team as their children move on to university/college/work etc.  
 
Please do “like” our Facebook page (Friends of Charles Darwin School) in order to keep abreast of our news and 
activities. 
 
Please email us at friends@cdarwin.com  or contact us via our Facebook page if you would like more information 
and to see how you can get involved. Without an influx the Friends may find themselves unable to continue which 
would be devastating for the pupils and school.  
 
This year, despite the obvious difficulties, we have still managed to support the Ecology Garden, Recording Studio, 
PE Dept and Music Dept with funds raised previously. However, funds are now desperately in need of a boost as we 
do try to donate all funds received in a financial year to support the pupils/families who have raised them! 
 
A few hours a year from you is all we need if we can swell our numbers, a minimum of one evening of serving 
refreshments per year is all we ask… Now is most certainly a good time to “jump in” as things are currently quiet and 
we look to re-organise for the next school year. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in order for the Friends to continue their excellent work. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Friends of Charles Darwin School 

Immunisations 
If your child has not received their HPV (Year 8) or DTP (Year 9) immunisation in school,  the Bromley & Bexley 
Immunisation Team will be holding clinics over the summer. Please contact them on 0203 903 3375 to make an 
appointment. 
 
Many thanks. 

Mrs Booth 


