
Headlines 
 
 

Sixth Form Head Prefect Selection  
This year we of course could not have the 
usual gathering in the Hub to listen live to 
Sixth Form students make their speeches 
for the election of Head Prefects.  
Instead, pupils and staff across the school 
watched two-minute videos prepared and 
composed by each candidate. The videos 
and the speeches within were of a very 
high quality - they came across very well 
indeed – showing us the different 
characters, views and standpoints 
enabling us all to vote from an informed 
perspective.   
 
My thanks to all the students for their 
presentations. Their skills with the video 
work and their messages were excellent.    
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award   
Colleagues may be aware that last week 
from Monday to Wednesday some of our 
Year 13 students went to the New Forest 
to complete their Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh qualifying expedition. Students 
were walking through the forests and 
heath around Lyndhurst. 

 
The weather did not go in the expedition’s 
favour; you may recall that it was very wet 
and windy that week and this resulted in 
students having to navigate flooded 
footpaths often having to re-plan their 
routes to avoid the flooded rivers and 
boggy ground. Every cloud has a silver 
lining - the wet weather really highlighted 
the students’ excellent preparation and 
organisation as they layered up with 
waterproofs and kept their spare kit dry.  
 
Simon Culver tells me that they survived 
on meals of pasta with tomato and 
vegetable sauce and Frankfurters. 
Apparently, they liked this so much that it 
was all that they ate for lunch and dinner!  
Despite the lack of variety in their diet, 
morale remained high and they 
successfully completed their expedition. 
 
Extracurricular activity of this nature is 
very important for so many of our 
students, who without the school’s DOE 
provision would probably never enjoy 
such an experience. So, my thanks to  
Mr. Culver, Miss Zysemil, Ms. Corris and 
Mr. Simpson for devoting so much of their 
time to this expedition and for the 
extensive weekend preparation  prior to 
this.  
 

Sunil Chotai 

Charles Darwin School 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1: Parents/carers 
must phone before 08:30 with a full reason on every day of 

their child’s absence. 

Bonjour et bienvenue à la crêperie chez Madame Wood!  Some Year 
9 French pupils visited Madame Wood’s Crêpe Café Tuesday 
afternoon in Te7 to enjoy filling their crêpes with lots of lovely sweet 
and savoury treats!   
 
Oscar Brocklehurst, Luke Rice, Bailey Rhodes, Lydia Forde, Verity 
Holland, Callum Smith, Emmy Vince, Lucy Rous and Emma Pini (and 
Year 11 French enthusiasts Megan, Ria and Mantha) all showed off 
their French skills ordering their crêpes in French and enjoying a 
French eating experience.   
 
Bravo for making some crêpes délicieuses and we look forward to 
returning to la cuisine (the kitchen) soon!  
 

Ms Wood 

Madame Wood’s Crêpe Café  

REMINDER:  
If any students have overdue library books at home please 
ensure they are returned to their form tutors as soon as 
possible as the Library remains closed. 
 
Mrs Adams 



Summer Learning Support  
After a tough school year many students and families will of course be looking forward to a summer break. This is an 
important time for young people to relax with their family and to switch off from school. This school year though has 
had its interruptions and understandably students and families are concerned about some lost learning time.  
 
There are two learning platforms we would direct students and families to help look at topics and areas of work that 
may have been missed or not fully covered due to school closure, absence through illness or the requirements to self
-isolate. Many of our students did extremely well in keeping up to date with work by taking advantage of the 
extensive remote learning we provided however, the resources provide an opportunity to fill in some gaps that have 
emerged or simply re visit topics where there is some uncertainty.  
 
The first is provided by the Oak Academy virtual school where access to free online lessons is available. There is no 
need for a log in or password, students and families can click and join the appropriate lessons.  The following is a link 
to our website where teachers at our school have identified the key topics they feel students would benefit visiting 
the most along with the appropriate links. At present these exist for English, Maths, Science, History and Geography. 
  
https://www.cdarwin.com/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=179 

The other platform is for students in Year 9-11 and is GCSEPod – please use the link below and look at the FAQs 
supplied by GCSEPod. Your son/daughter should have their log-in for this already.  

Mr Boyden, Deputy Headteacher 

SummerPod Registration of Interest (typeform.com) 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Is there any cost? 
None whatsoever!  After a hugely challenging year, we’re delighted to 
offer a fun, interactive and motivational programme of events to all 
students and parents of students at GCSEPod subscribing 
schools.  We can’t wait for you to take part! 
 
Is SummerPod like Summer School?  Will the students be taught 
specific subject knowledge or is it more general advice? 
We are providing a small number of videos focussed on subject-
specific skills, particularly in English and Maths.  However, due to the 
huge range of subjects covered on GCSEPod and the range of 
students that will be taking part, the SummerPod live events and 
activities will be focussed on general life and learning skills such as 
staying organised, ditching distractions, effective prioritisation and 
keeping motivated.  Students will be encouraged to identify and focus 

on their individual subject knowledge weaknesses using the self-
assessment and learning features on the GCSEPod website such as 
Check & Challenge.  Competitions and fun subject-agnostic activities 
will drive students to boost their knowledge and build their confidence, 
no matter what subject area they need to strengthen! 
 

Is there a set itinerary/programme of events so that students/parents need to log on at a given time? 
Yes!  SummerPod lasts 3 weeks from the 26th July to the 14th August.  Each week there will be two live events 
which will take place in the evening (dates and times still to be confirmed once we have firm numbers wanting to 
attend).  One event is aimed at parents and the other is for students (although anyone can attend any event and we 
encourage students and parents to take part together). The events will each last 1 hour and have a live participation 
interactive element, a little bit like a webinar but more fun!  Attendees can take part or just watch, but we encourage 
everyone to take part and complete the activities with the hosts. All live events will be recorded and recordings will be 
readily available for anyone who wants to watch on demand and catch up either during or after SummerPod. 
 
Who is running the live events? 
We have a range of fantastic hosts throughout the 3 weeks. We’re thrilled to have world-class youth coach and 
speaker Cameron Parker leading the student events. Find out more about his incredible events here: https://
www.gcsepod.com/cameron-parker-webinar/.  We’re also delighted to be in partnership with Future Toolbox, who will 
be running one of the three parent events.  Mark and Jules are multi-award winning motivational speakers, authors 
and creators of the Future Toolbox.  They cover topics such as how to prepare for the next stage of your educational 

journey and what parents can do to best support their children through their GCSEs.  Find out more here: https://
www.futuretoolbox.co.uk/ 
 
 



FRIENDS OF CHARLES DARWIN 
 
As another school year draws to a close the Friends of Charles Darwin would like you to consider 
getting involved in our fundraising. 
 
With already dwindling numbers (due to school leavers and not enough new parents stepping forward) we find 
ourselves in urgent need of some "new blood" once the next school year starts and we lose yet more of our 
wonderful team as their children move on to university/college/work etc.  
 
Please do “like” our Facebook page (Friends of Charles Darwin School) in order to keep abreast of our news and 
activities. 
 
Please email us at friends@cdarwin.com  or contact us via our Facebook page if you would like more information 
and to see how you can get involved. Without an influx the Friends may find themselves unable to continue which 
would be devastating for the pupils and school.  
 
This year, despite the obvious difficulties, we have still managed to support the Ecology Garden, Recording Studio, 
PE Dept and Music Dept with funds raised previously. However, funds are now desperately in need of a boost as we 
do try to donate all funds received in a financial year to support the pupils/families who have raised them! 
 
A few hours a year from you is all we need if we can swell our numbers, a minimum of one evening of serving 
refreshments per year is all we ask… Now is most certainly a good time to “jump in” as things are currently quiet and 
we look to re-organise for the next school year. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in order for the Friends to continue their excellent work. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Friends of Charles Darwin School 

Can students log on and work at their own pace? Or a bit of both? 
Absolutely!  A range of resources will be made available on the gcsepod.com/summerpod webpage including activity 
sheets and live event recordings.  Students can complete these at their own pace, although a recommended route 
through the activities will be outlined and linked up to the topics covered in the live events. 
 
If students/parents are unavailable for a particular period during the 3 weeks will they still be able to engage 
with the programme and pick up where they left off? 
Yes, absolutely. All the resources, including the recording of the six live events will be available at   
www.gcsepod.com/summerpod 
 
Will schools get notification if a student/parent has participated so that they can recognise their willingness 
to engage in the programme? 
 
Yes!  If you sign up to SummerPod and leave your name and the school you attend (or your child attends) we can 
ensure that the school is aware that you’ve taken part. All participants will also receive certificates of participation 
which you can show off to your teachers! 
 
What mix of events and resources are going to be available?  
There will be six live events (three for parents and three for students) which will also be available on demand as 
recordings.  In addition there will be activity sheets, a series of short podcasts where parents share their experiences 
of supporting a child through their GCSEs, a Spotify playlist full of motivational songs curated by SummerPod 
attendees and a series of pre-recorded videos on specialist topics such as Maths and English skills for success. 

Year 10 High Attainers’ Brain-training techniques workshop 
A group of Year 10 students took part in a workshop on Thursday 8

th
 July from 3.00-5.00pm run by an external 

organisation, Made-Training, who specialise in using psychology and memory retention/retrieval techniques as part 
of a set of revision strategies. Although not ideal, as some self-isolating students were logging on through Teams 
and then through Zoom, the session hosted by the very animated psychologist and brain training coach Sander der 
Groot was both entertaining and extremely helpful in developing easy to implement brain training techniques in 
preparation for the journey to GCSE exams in 2022.  
 
It was great to use technology to ensure coverage over students in school and at home. Many thanks to the students 
involved and for the training providers. There will be more support for revision techniques and independent learning 
strategies as the Year 10 students move into Year 11. 

Mr R Jones 



Webinars for Young People (ages 11-18) 
Please see some opportunities below to allow children to engage in addressing their own mental health. These 
webinars are being led by specialists in children’s mental health and wellbeing from Bromley Y. We would encourage 
parents/carers to share these webinars with their child and suggest they would be useful to engage in. We will also 
be sending the same message from school. 

Mrs Rees 



Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

Immunisations 
If your child has not received their HPV (Year 8) or DTP (Year 9) immunisation in school,  the Bromley & Bexley 
Immunisation Team will be holding clinics over the summer. Please contact them on 0203 903 3375 to make an 
appointment. 
 
Many thanks. 

Mrs Booth 

We are delighted to announce our FIRST Summer Camp For 
Bromley Children from 7 - 16 years, in partnership with 
Forum member organisation Palace for Life and London 
Borough of Bromley DofE HAF Programme #HAF2021, with 
support from Metropolitan Police, The Warren,  Rio 
Ferdinand Foundation, Amy Winehouse & Mizen 
Foundations, designed from the discussions with our 
amazing Parent Carer Champions around increasing 
opportunities and activities for children/young people in 
Bromley.  
 
The aims of this new, sport-based summer camp are to 
provide a safe space for Bromley children and young people 
where we can promote education on maintaining good mental 
health whilst reducing boredom and addressing ‘holiday 
hunger’.  We have a host of outstanding and inspirational 
coaches, experts by experience and artists coming to work 
with the children and young people, providing early 
intervention work on anti-bullying, racism, crime prevention, 
gang culture, awareness of drugs and addiction and running 
county lines. A truly innovative approach combining fun, 
fitness, food and real-life education. 
 
Funding has been granted by DofE, London Borough of 
Bromley HAF Funding #HAF2021 
 
Place: MP The Warren, Croydon Road, Bromley BR2 7AL 
Dates 26th July Monday - Thursday for 4 weeks 
Time: 9am - 3pm 
 
Families to email : Hafsummer@bcfforum.org to request 
booking details and to determine eligibility in first instance. 
 
Samantha Britnell| Operations Manager   
Bromley Children & Families Voluntary Sector Forum 
Registered Charity No: 1153545 

Sports Camp 


