
Charles Darwin School 

 

 

Key message this week - ‘Tune into your live lessons’  
 
Dear Year 9 students and families,  
 
I hope your first week back to virtual learning was engaging. I want to focus this week on the ‘Live Lessons’ hopefully 
that you will be offered by subjects starting next week (if they haven’t started already). I have had some good 
feedback from students and parents that live lessons are helping with motivation and focus. Please check with your 
specific teacher if they are leading live lessons and on which platform. Please make sure you attend these live 
lessons, not only as time with your teacher is so valuable but it gives you some structure for the day. You will NOT be 
made to speak online if you feel uncomfortable with this and you can ask questions through the Q&A box which only 
the teacher will see. The platforms we use automatically take a register so it would be so nice to see as many of you 
present as possible.  
 
At this time of year it is easy to lose motivation, focus and concentration however, Year 10 is just around the corner. 
Technically in 5 weeks you will be Year 10 students who will be taking their GCSE’s during the next academic year.  
Stay focused, stay motivated and engage in the online lessons. Again we are asking for you to adopt a skill of 
independency which only matures as you get older, you need to be organised enough to log onto your lesson 5 
minutes before it begins, with a pen and paper ready to learn.  
 
Always remember myself: ndo@cdarwin.com and Mrs Haywood jha@cdarwin.com are always here for you to 
contact regarding work,  mental health or any other aspects you may need assistance with.  
 
I hope to see you all soon,  

   Ms Dobney  

 

 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 

Want to include anything in the Newsletter? This includes parents…  
 

I want this communication to be a regular event, during the school term, so if any of you have anything to include 
(good films you have seen recently on Netflix? Good news about yourself or other pupils in Year 9, have learnt a 
new skill which would be good to promote to others e.g. cooking - any recipes the rest of us can try?) please do let 
me have this so I can include it in this Newsletter: 

ndo@cdarwin.com 

Year 9 Jack Petchey Award - YOU CAN NOMINATE…. 
Praise and Reward May 2020  
 

If you have a nomination for another student/students please email me directly on 
ndo@cdarwin.com. Please nominate for aspects such as their achievements this 
year (can be academic or non-academic). As always, this could be for their efforts, 
perseverance, kindness, hard work, charity work etc. Please send me their name 
and short citation of why you think they deserve this award.  
 

Deadline for nominations is Monday 15
th

 June at 3pm. 

Food Bank 
 

A massive thank you to all that have contributed to this and your donations have 
spurred me on to do the same. Please continue with this generosity. Anything no 
matter how small is really appreciated. If you are organised enough we would love to 
accept fresh food on a Friday as this is the day we deliver the parcels. Thanks again!! 
 
If you and your family would benefit from receiving a food parcel please let me know 
via ndo@cdarwin.com  
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 In a world where you can be anything - Be Kind 
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Year 9 Live Lessons  
Please make sure that you keep on top of your Teams Calendar – teachers may begin to lead live lessons which 
are much more interactive than Show My Homework. This is also the perfect opportunity to ask questions and 
hopefully will make work a little easier and manageable. Please see below some that I know are scheduled.  

 
English department - English staff will be aiming to  do live lessons on Teams for Year 9. The aim is to do at 
least one Literature and one Language lesson a week - these will be in normal English timetabled slots but they 
should check for times in Teams and for information about them on SMHW. 
 
GCSE English (Mrs Mote) 
English lesson with 9YEn3 on Monday 8th June at 1:30pm - It would be great to see as many of you as possible 
and that I look forward to speaking with you.  
 
GCSE English (Mrs Garner) 
If you have Ms Garner for English please log on to Teams for a live lesson on Wednesday 10

th
 June at 11am – 

Please look into your Teams calendar to see when this is scheduled. 
 
GCSE English (Mrs Pitt) 
I hope to speak to even more of you during our next Teams session. Don’t worry if you feel shy about speaking, no 
one will force you to speak if you don’t want to – just listen in or you can type in the chat box instead.  
Our 9y4 Teams will continue every Tuesday at 1.30pm. 
Our 9x1 Teams will continue every Thursday at 1.30pm. 
 
GCSE Geography (Mr Jones) 
Mr Jones will hold a voice call every Wednesday at 10am on Teams for you to ask questions and discuss the work 
set in Geography.  
 
GCSE Drama (Miss Currie) 
Miss Currie's Year 9 Drama class, 9C/DR1 will have a weekly lesson on Teams on Monday at 2.10pm, the time 
when our p6 lesson would normally occur. 
 
GCSE PE (Ms Bundey) 
Live lesson every Friday – lesson 3 - 10:50am. 
 
GCSE IT  
All the Year 9 IT students should have received a message on SMHW this week regarding a live meeting. If you are 
struggling to access your account you need to contact med@cdarwin.com via your lgflmail.net email account.  
 
GCSE Dance 
Tuesdays at 3pm 
 
GCSE Science (Dr. Piercy) 
9P2- Thursday 11A. 
 
GCSE Science (Ms Candy) 
9Q/Sc5 start a weekly online lesson on Tuesdays at 12.00pm - We had a trial run this week and I look forward to 
speaking to students again next week! 
 
GCSE Science (Mr Culver) 
I'm doing a Teams Live lesson with 9Q2 on Mondays at 10.00am. We did one on Monday just gone and it went 
really well. It was nice to hear everyone's voices and for some of them to share their new lockdown hobbies and 
what they've been missing. We did also get the opportunity to talk Science! 
 
GCSE German (Ms Wood)  
9B - Mondays at 10:50am 
9D - Wednesdays at 11:40am 
 
GCSE Business Studies  
Mrs Mathieson will be holding online Business Studies lessons for 9C/BS1_KMn and 9C/BS2_IMr on Tuesday 16th 
June 10am and 9A/BS1_SAl will be on Thursday 18th June 10am. Please ensure you have a pen and some 
paper.  

mailto:med@cdarwin.com
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Key Messages from Subject Teachers  
 
GCSE Media (Mr Archer) 
'Historic England’ recently asked the public to send in their photos of life during lockdown 
as a way of recording the collective experience of these extraordinary times.   
 
Now the Media Department is asking our Year 9 Media students to develop their 
photography skills and do the same thing, recording for posterity what it has been like to 
live through this period of lockdown. Lessons for the next few weeks will ask you to take a 
series of different type of photos to build up your 'Lockdown Photo Portfolio'.  
 
Both video tutorials and print materials providing tips on how 
to do this will be presented via both Show My Homework and 
Teams throughout this period. So please keep an eye on this, 
send them to myself and Media teachers (and maybe Ms 
Dobney) who will select 
the best ones to 
publish.  
 
Please do make sure 
you have permission to 
take your planned  
photos, especially from 
any people you want to 
include in the shot. 
 
 
 

 
Please see below 
some shots we 
have already 
received from Kiera 
Gardiner – well 
done - these photos 
are fantastic and 
really optimise the 
experience we are 
all going through at 
the moment.  
 
 
 

 
 

GCSE Geography - Message from Mr Jones 
 After half term Year 9 Geographers will be continuing a new GCSE unit on coastlines and tectonics. It is important 
that all students work hard on this. To support you, your teachers will post more interactive lessons with them 
talking through parts of the work. As well as this, Mr Jones will hold a voice call every Wednesday at 10am on 
Teams for you to ask questions and discuss the work set. Keep up the hard work and Geog On! 
 

 

 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 

Happy Birthday  
The following students have got birthdays coming up this week. I want to wish you a 

Happy Birthday and I hope you have the best day you possibly can do in this situation. 

Although it may feel frustrating that your birthday has been during the lockdown - you will 

go down in history as an individual who had a birthday during this time … and remember 

we can always celebrate after the lockdown.  

Alex Trebell and Liam Wescott. 
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Aspire      -      Endeavour      -      Achieve 

GCSE Dance – Message from Ms Abbotts 
I am looking forward to seeing all of the Year 9 choreographies so please keep going with them and make sure to 
read SMHW so you know when my online lesson is and how to get on it! Email me with any issues 
cab@cdarwin.com. 
 

Well done from Teachers  
Mrs Pitt 
A big well done to the following for a lovely live lesson - Luke Bevan, Alfie Dejonge, Alfie Farmer, Ben Hughes, 
Foley Jones, Sean McCarthy, Lola O'Sullivan, Jack Pow and Lily Smithson. An extra special well done to Alfie 
Farmer and Alfie Dejonge who read parts aloud - not easy live online! 
Also big congratulations to Keira Dukes [9x1] for a stunning re-drafted piece of descriptive writing 
 
Mrs Holloway 
Here's a list of students who have completed amazing English work;  
English Language work completed: Liam Pitt and Matthew Gurney. 
Fantastic English Literature work completed: Sophie Alfarra, Harvey Bushby-Knight, Sophie Brenton, Amy Coup, 
Elizabeth Davis, Keira Dukes, Polly Elliott, Jack Elston, Luke Fosten, Faye Grant, Isaac Holden, Ruby 
Holmes, Olivia Howe, Niamh Kelly, Tristan Kittoe, Ben Reeves, Piper Roseman, Harley Smith, Paige Taylor, 
Andrew Waddington and  Liam Westcott. 
 
Also a big well done to the students who attended our first Live lesson this week - Sophie Alfarra, Sophie Brenton, 
Andrew Waddington, Harley Smith, Harvey Bushby-Knight, Liam Wescott, Harry Burch, Polly Elliott, Paige 
Taylor, Niamh Kelly, Faye Grant, Elizabeth Davis, Kai Muller, Daisy Kittlety, Keira Dukes, Jack Elston, Gracie 
Varney and Olivia Howe.  
 
Miss Currie 
I would like to say well done to the following students who were fantastic during our first live lesson on Teams this 
week; Amelia Turner, Karson Reynolds, Matthew Gurney, Lacey Morris, Millie Beswick, Evie Williams and Daisy 
Stevens. Thank you for your patience with me as I got to grips with the technology and well done to all for 
having the confidence to contribute; with this new way of working I know it can feel strange but you all made some 
really good points. It was particularly good to see some students on Teams who haven't engaged much so far-well 
done for getting involved and showing more motivation. Keep it up! 
 
Miss Mace 
Well done to Emilie Browning - She is really on top of her Music work.  
 
Dr. Piercy 
I've had some really nice work submitted in Science. Jack Cox, Lola O'Sullivan and Harrison Tubbritt have produced 
some excellent fact files on bioenergetics (photosynthesis) and Jack Cox (again), Archie Wood, Conrad Davey and 
Louis Crowhurst-Rance produced some excellent scores in their electrical circuits quiz. 
 
Ms Candy 
Well done this week to Rosie Middleton who keeps up a brilliant effort with her Science work, week in week out. 
 
Ms Roberts 
Top GCSEpodders last half term were: Kezia Baah, Bella Bergman, Keira Flynn, Matthew Gurney, Aaron Lownie 
and Liam Pitt. Top E-T-A planning and PETAL paragraph stars were Matthew Gurney, Liam Pitt and Kezia Baah - 
well done! Top Online Lesson contributions - Matthew Gurney. 
 
Mrs Ruth 
Michael Molinaro, Ben Griffiths, Kezia Baah, Sean McCarthy, Lola O'Sullivan, Zoe Sadik, Tilly Silver and Ria 
Stears. Well done for completing the work on Whitechapel, keeping up with deadlines and being 
independent learners. 
 
Ms Bundey 
Well done to the following students for attending and being part of their first GCSE PE live lesson - Millie Beswick, 
Sienna Cloud, Reggie Fay, Keira Gardiner, Jack Lazarus, Lacey Morris, Gracie Varney, Layla Vian-Rooke, 
Georgina Walker and Evie Williams. 
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 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 

Ms Edwards 
Well done to  Sean McCarthy, Megan Walker and Polly Elliott for producing very good quality and detailed work. 
 
Ms Abbotts 
I am really happy with my Year 9 Dance class - Daisy, Olivia, Amy, Eleanor, Keira, Keziah A, Honor and Jess were 
on the online lesson - well done for attending. They were able to remember key information, they listened, 
responded and I hope they left feeling energised and ready to continue with their dance choreographies! Well done, 
a pleasure to teach. (even if my throat does now hurt after an hour of non-stop talking)! Keep up the hard work and I 
look forward to seeing you every Tuesday at 3pm! 
 
Ms Mathieson 
In Business Studies I would like to nominate the following students who have been working hard to complete their 
work and contributed well to our online lesson on Tuesday - Joshua Rea, Michael Molinaro, Joseph Stanford and 
Tristan Kittoe. 
 
Ms Jones 
Really great efforts to complete the GCSE Physics work from George Walker, Andrew Waddington, Grace 
Keohane, Tristan Kittoe, Faye Grant, Lemar McKoy and Isaac Holden. 
 
Mr Nunn 
Luke Bevan - excellent Media work - lovely superhero concept. Harrison Tubbritt - another great week of work.  
 
Mrs Carraro 
Students that have submitted really good French work and are clearly working hard are Faye Grant, Lemar McKoy, 
Katie Lee, Benjamin Reeves, Brandon Ratnage, Hannah Warner, Anthony Webb and Liam Westcott. 
 
Mr Goss 
Great Geography work from Joe Stanford, Leiko Endo, Ben Hughes, Reggie Fay, Rosie Middleton, Ben Foreman, 
George Walker and Katie Lee.  
 
Mr Jones 
Andrew Waddington, Louie Hora and Harry Burch have been regularly joining our voice call at 10am each 
Wednesday. They have participated in some detailed discussion about what they have been learning. Jack Cox, 
Emily Golby, Louie Hora, Harley Smith, Andrew Waddington and Eve C-W have all made strong starts to 
their work on coasts and I look forward to others joining them in their hard work. 
 
Ms Wood 
Well Done to the following ... these all managed to join the live lessons this week on Teams which was great to see! 
Millie Beswick, Alfie DeJonge, Louie Hora, Grace Keohane, Josh Rea, Evie Williams, Emily Dickson, Keira 
Gardiner, Emily Golby, Honey Johnson, Daisy Stevens, Amelia Turner and Megan Walker.  Lara Gok and 
Emilie Browning have also sent me some great work this week.  
 
Ms Doughty 
Well done to the following for their fantastic Art and Textiles work. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
Honey Johnson - Textile Bug    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
            Chloe Brett     Emily Golby     Hannah Kenton 

Emillie Browning            Ellen Wilson 



Contact Us  
Please remember that myself and Mrs Haywood are here if you need help with work, everyday issues or mental 
health or just to say a general hello, we miss you popping into our office for a catch up. Our email addresses are: 
Ms Dobney- ndo@cdarwin.com   
Mrs Haywood – Jha@cdarwin.com  
 
As well as our school counselling service, please see access to a free online service available to students.  

Free School Meals 
If you are entitled to free school meals you should continue to receive a voucher via your email that will entitle you 
to approximately £15 per week for food. There will be a code that you will have to scan. Hopefully it is quite straight 
forward and easy to navigate. If you have not done so already please contact our Finance Team. 
wev@cdarwin.com 

In some of your subjects staff are asking you to use the GCSEPod. This is a very powerful 
tool to support the work you are doing and to consolidate what has been covered. All of you 
received a letter about this, but just to remind you…. Parents can visit www.gcsepod.com/
parents where you’ll find lots more information and resources. To activate the account 
follow the instructions below (most of you have activated this already).   

 
1. Go to www.gcsepod.com and click “Login” in the top right-hand corner 
2. Click “New here?  Get started.” 
3. Select “Student” 
4. Enter your child’s name, date of birth and the school name. 
5. Create a username, password, and a password hint to help them remember the password. 
 
The majority of you have already signed in and are working on this. If you have logged in but now forgotten your 
password you can request a password update, but only if you submitted a valid email when you initially logged in.  
Any problems please let me know. 
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Aidan Williams                   Niamh Kelly            Jack Cox 

Log In details 
I understand that there are lots of different platforms which you need to log into and sometimes the number of 
usernames and passwords can be complicated.   
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Reminder of other mental health help online…  
Kooth are an online Mental Health Counselling Service - in previous 
additions I included links to their website. As I have stated, it is Mental 
Health Awareness Week this week so they have sent me the following 
email reminding us of their services available…..  
 
‘ Dear Ms Dobney,  
We would like to make you all aware of a service called Kooth. Kooth.com 
is a confidential support service for all young people in Bromley. It is a 
safe means of accessing mental health and wellbeing support.   
  
Counsellors are available from 12noon to 10pm on weekdays and 6pm to 
10pm at weekends, every single day of the year. Outside counselling 
hours you can message our team and get support by the next day. 
  
When you register with Kooth you will have support available now and in 
the future. Join the Kooth community and you can also read and post 
articles, forums and discussion boards too. 
  
To find out more visit www.Kooth.com . Registration only takes a few 
minutes.  

 
 
 
Here’s a short video that 

explains more: https://vimeo.com/318731977’  
 

Kooth are also encouraging you to try their well being activities….  
 

 Join Kooth (via www.kooth.com)  

 Explore: Check out some of our articles on Kindness  

 Get Creative: Try our “Draw a Song” Challenge 

 Goals: Set a goal on Kooth 

 Be Kind: Try our Kooth Kindness Challenge  
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 If you have a concern regarding your mental health or that of another student please email  
Ms Dobney: ndo@cdarwin.com or Mrs Haywood: jha@cdarwin.com 

http://www.kooth.com
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