
Charles Darwin School 

Headlines 

Queen Elizabeth II 
I would like to commend our students on the way in which they conducted themselves following the passing of Her 
Majesty the Queen.  The mood during the week was sombre and reflective but also very positive.  As families will 
know, last Friday every lesson was linked in some way to Her Majesty’s reign.  I visited a number of lessons and 
was amazed at the many creative ways in which staff had been able to link their subject. One of the lessons I visited 
was in science where students were learning about haemophilia being passed by generations in dominant genes.  It 
was truly fascinating. 
  
Open Day 
Preparations are underway for our Open Day on Saturday 8

th
 October.  As is our usual practice, students will be 

involved in many different ways, some as guides and others helping out in faculties and various displays across the 
school.  We look forward to seeing many students in school on that morning, being such outstanding ambassadors 
for the school.  Further details re booking tours or presentations for prospective Year 5/6 children are on our web-
site. 
 
Aston Smith 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full reason on every day of their child’s absence. 

Free Online Safety Guide 
What Parents Need to Know about Reddit 
 
  
Over the last ten years, Reddit’s monthly user count has grown from 70 million to an estimated 430 million. Around 
two-thirds of that total are in the 18–29 age bracket, which adds up to a lot of fairly young people discussing pretty 
much whatever they want. It’s easy to see how that environment might not always be suitable for younger users. 
  
Reddit describes itself as a ‘social news’ site where users connect and share stories, opinions and support; debate 
issues; ask questions; and chat to people with similar interests. Discussion topics are organised into communities 
(known as subreddits) that are created, run and populated by users, who remain anonymous throughout. Free 
speech is encouraged and users – or ‘redditors’ – can vote posts ‘up’ or ‘down’ so they get more (or less) attention. 
Reddit is free to join, although signing up to Reddit Premium unlocks an advert-free version of the platform.  
In the National Online Safety guide attached to this week’s Link, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks if your 
child is using Reddit such as harassment, trolling and fake news. We will share guides such as this about relevant 
apps and websites that children use on a monthly basis to support parents/carers. We hope you find these useful.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                 Mrs Rees 

Online Safety 



ATTENDANCE 

Congratulations to the following 
Tutor Groups who have the highest attendance for week ending 16 
September 2022. 
 

7TMi 98% 

8SAr 97.5% 

9COn 96.9% 

10GCu/BDe 96% 

11PEi 99.2% 

12FSu 100% 

13TJo 98.7% 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Reminder – please can parents call the absence line each day of your child’ s 
absence before 8.30am. This ensures we know your child is safe and their 

absence is authorised where possible. Our Attendance Officer is having to spend 
an increased amount of time each day chasing for responses.  

Thank you for your support. 

Thank you to the parents who have been in touch with canteen questions. In response to one request for the capaci-
ty to have an alert set up when their child’s  account is running low, the information is on the attached instruction 
sheet. Please note that it is free of charge from Parentpay to have e-mail alerts but there is a small charge for text 
alerts. 
The canteen staff have increased the amount of hot food available for students to buy and this will be able to in-
crease further next week with some equipment improvements. Since the new canteen refurbishment, the sixth form 
have been able to use the canteen, with it’s more comfortable chairs, as a study space during private study periods 
and buy food and drink throughout the day up to 2pm. We have been really pleased to see so many of the students 
making use of this facility. The next step will be to improve the Wi-fi in that area. 
It is great to see increasing numbers of students buying the main meal of the day, which is now being served on 
plates with metal cutlery. The menus for both types of food will be attached to each Link so you can see what your 
son/daughter can choose and is on a 3 week cycle. Next week we will be back to week 1. 
 
Contact details for catering queries if you need to ask the catering company questions 
charles.darwin@harrisoncatering.co.uk   This is for account queries and will be answered by the in-school catering 
team management 
info@harrisoncatering.co.uk  This is for general enquiries and goes to the company head office 
 
                                                                                                                                                                     Ms Kelly 
 

Canteen Updates 

 
A reminder to parents that as well as the LINK and the ‘latest news’ section on the website, you can follow the latest 
events happening in our school community on: 
 

  Twitter @CDarwinSchool  

  Instagram CDarwinSchool                                                                                                                Mr Jones 

School Social Media 



 

Provisional 2021/22 GCSE outcomes 
English & Maths (9-4 in both subjects)     72%             
English (9-4)                        85% 
Maths  (9-4)                                     73% 
Science (9-4 at least 2 sciences)              63%                    

2021/22 A Level outcomes 
21% at  A*-A  
52% at  A*-B 
84%  at  A*-C 
100% at A*-E    

Tel: 01959 574043 
Email:enquiries@cdarwin.com   
Website: www.cdarwin.com 

Jail Lane 
Biggin Hill 

Westerham, Kent 
TN16 3AU 

Due to Covid-19, Open Morning and Open Week are subject to 

If you are unable to attend our Open Morning you can pre-book a tour at 8.45am or 9.00am followed by a short Q&A session with the 
Headteacher on one of the following dates: 
 

Tuesday 11th October - NOW FULLY BOOKED 
Wednesday 12th October - book via wednesdaytours@cdarwin.com 
Thursday 13th October - book via thursdaytours@cdarwin.com 

Numbers are limited per tour to ensure management of visitors. 
Only 1 adult per child with pre-booking essential by 12.00pm on 
Monday 10th October. 

Please email the relevant tour/presentation with your name and the number of places being required (max 3). 

Tour only 
9.00am 

 
 Email to book your place 
earlytour@cdarwin.com 

Presentation & Tour 1 
9.00am 

 
Email to book your place 

hallandtour1@cdarwin.com 

Presentation & Tour 2 
10.00am 

 
Email to book your place 

hallandtour2@cdarwin.com 

Presentation & Tour 3 
11.00am 

 
Email to book your place 

hallandtour3@cdarwin.com 

Parents of prospective students are invited to visit our high performing school to view and sample the exciting opportunities we 
have to offer. Maximum 2 adult per Year 5/6 child with pre-booking essential by 9.00am on Thursday 6th October. Priority will be 
given to Year 6 children. Presentations will start promptly at the advertised time so please leave sufficient time for parking. 
(There will be very limited  on-site parking available). 

 Open Morning - Saturday 8th October 2022 

Open Week - Tuesday 11th - 13th October 2022 

Charles Darwin School 

Aspire - Endeavour - Achieve 

Operated by the Charles Darwin Academy Trust 
 
Headteacher: Aston Smith, BA (Hons) MA NPQH 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full reason on every day of their child’s absence. 

Year 8 Duty Pupils 
 
Many thanks to  Tom Fox, James Doyles, Mia Martin, Cailin 
Fleming, Jack Kadshaw, Ben Hollman, Ralph Pratt and Con-
nor  McQuillan. 

 
 Reception Team 



 
 
 
 

 

Last year's Geography club received their prize for the 'Fall in Love with London' poster from last year's competition. 
We were also joined by other fantastic Geographers whose teachers nominated them to also enjoy the experience 
on the London Eye. We then spent some time visiting the landmarks of central London such as Buckingham Palace 
and Downing Street. 
 
"It was really exciting - I could see for miles when I was on top of the London Eye" - Leo Currier 
 
"I really enjoyed seeing how small everything looked" - Hannah-Zoe Weedon 
 
Students seemed to thoroughly the experience of seeing their city from a different view. The Geography department 
are looking forward to year 7 students joining this years Geography club soon.  
                                                                                                                                                               Miss Buckle 

Geography Club 

The Thrive  

The Thrive: Commercial Dance Company auditions were held on Wednesday 14th September and the visiting 
teacher Lesley, from Step Into Dance came in to deliver the workshop. The students learnt four different phrases 
consisting of different styles and her energy was encapsulating, the students really enjoyed it!  
 
I will be holding a 2nd audition which is open to everyone, and if you gain a place, then the weekly rehearsals 
will be on Wednesdays 3-4.30 and they will begin in January 2023.  
 
Here are some images of Thrive Dance Company showing what they have done in the past and the amazing thea-
tres that they have performed in, including the Copperbox Arena and Cadogan Hall in Chelsea! If your child is inter-
ested in auditioning for the company, please email me on cab@cdarwin.com and I will let you know when we 
are planning on having the audition in the next couple of months!  
 
Many thanks, 
                                                                                                                                                            Miss Abbotts 



Term Dates 2022 - 23 

AUTUMN 2022 
Thursday 1

st
 September -

  
14

th
 October   

   
Half Term: Monday 17

th
 October – Friday 28

th
 October  

Monday 31
st
  October – Wednesday 21

st
  December

    
 
Christmas Holiday: Thursday 22

nd
 December – 

Tuesday 3
rd 

January 
 
SPRING 2023            
Wednesday 4

th
January – Friday 10

th
 February 

     
Half Term: Monday 13

th
 February – Friday 17

th 
February 

Monday 20
th

 February – Friday31
st
 March   

     
 
Easter Holiday: Monday 3 

d 
April  – Friday 14

th
 April 

 
SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17

th
 April – Friday 26

th
 May   

     
Half Term: Monday 29

th
 May – Friday 32

nd
June 

Monday 5
th 

June – Friday 21
st 

July   
     

        

Notes: Good Friday 7th April 2023 
             Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils  
 
Monday 31

st
 October 2022 

Friday 27
th
 January 2023 

Tuesday 4
th
 July 2023 

Dates for the Diary 

September 
26th September –Geography fieldtrip Stratford 
28th September—Year 11 Revision Workshops 
29th September -  Geography fieldtrip Stratford 
30th September –Year 11 Oxford University Visit  
 
 
October  
3rd October–Drama Trip (National Theatre) 6pm-11pm 
6th October -  Year 11 Information evening (6pm) 
7th October - Early Close   
10th October -Students Late Start 9.30 
11th October -Year 7 Photos 
12th October -Year 7 Settling In Tea/ Meet the Tutor 
3.30 
8th October -Open day  
14th October -End of  Half Term 
31st October -Start of the new Half term  
 
November  
1st November -Year 8 Charity Event 
24th November -Year12/13 Parents’ Evening  
25th November -Year7/8/9 Flu Vaccinations 
 

 
 

 

REMINDER… 
 

Year 7 School photos are on  
Tuesday 11th October 2022 


