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Key issues

• Sexting

• Trolling

• Cyberbullying

• Underage use of Social Media

• Security
(change passwords, check settings)



What do you know about Social Networking?

1. What number of friends does the average Facebook user have?
a. 338 b. 229   c. 108  d. 552 (for children/young adults)

2.   How old is the average Facebook user?
a.  38 b.  19    c. 14     d. 54   

3.   What is ooVoo used for?
a. All of the options  b. Messaging   c. Photo sharing  d. Video chat

4.   Facebook allows you to telephone any of your Facebook friends even         
when they haven’t shared their phone number?
a. TRUE b. FALSE

5.   If a child’s Facebook account has 100 friends and their settings are set  
to  ‘Friends of friends’, what is the estimated average number of people  
that may view their posts?
a. 55,000 b. 2,300   c. 11,000  d. 23,000



Key NSPCC findings from 2019

• Year on year increases in the numbers and rates of police-recorded online child 
sexual offences in England and Wales and Northern Ireland

• Increases in police-recorded offences of obscene publications or indecent photos 
in all four UK nations over the last five years

• Increases in the number of URLs confirmed by the Internet Watch Foundation 
(IWF) as containing child sexual abuse imagery since 2015

• Less than half of children aged 12 to 15 say they know how to change their 
settings to control who can view their social media

• The majority of parents, carers and members of the public agree that social 
networks should have a legal responsibility to keep children safe on their platforms.





Issues
• Sexting – sending inappropriate images 

• Child pornography – creating and distributing

• Legal aspects

• When does it occur?

• Online gaming – Fortnite

• Free game – last man standing

• 3.4 million concurrent players – who are they?

• Addiction 

• Bullying?
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Interesting Statistics

1. 1 in 8 have shared a ‘selfie’ in the last hour 

2. The average 10 – 18 year old takes 12 selfie’s before 
sharing one

3. A majority of grooming victims are between the 
ages of 13 and 15.

4. 1 in 7 kids have been sexually solicited online



• 82% of sexual crimes online are against young people 
under the age of 18.

• Nearly 90% of sexual assault is by a family member 
or other trusted adult.

• 56% of children solicited online are asked for a 
picture.

• 44%  have shared an photo in the last day







NSPCC 2019

A large number of students are still using Facebook which surprises some 
as it may be seen as a platform used by adults. The ‘average’ profile of a 
Facebook user is a 38 year old female (slide 4 )



How safe are our children online?
With children now spending an average of more than 15 hours a week online, 
the Internet is central to their lives. Social Media is now ever present in their lives 
with over 90% of 11-16 year olds surveyed saying they have a social media 
account  (NSPCC 2019)

Alongside amazing opportunities, social networks can also open up a wide range 
of potential harms and unfortunately many platforms fail to integrate child 
safeguarding into their business models, exposing children to unacceptable risks.

What are the risks?

From the production and distribution of child abuse images , to the harmful 
effects of being exposed to inappropriate content, to the growing scale of 
grooming., unregulated platforms provide new and evolving opportunities to 
maintain and initiate child abuse. Particular concerns are around ‘live streaming’ 

and of the growing number of primary school children surveyed 1 in 20 have 
been asked to undress (NSPCC 2018)



How can we protect children?
According to a recent survey  (2018) 1 in 7 children have been asked to 
send a self-generated image and sexual messages. 1 in 25 primary 
school children (4%) say they have been shown or sent a naked or semi-
naked image online by an adult

• Children need to know how to keep themselves safe online
• Parents and professionals need to be equipped with the knowledge to 

protect children from harm
• There needs to be a greater understanding about how we tackle the 

scale of demand for child abuse imagery
• Strong and independent statutory regulation is a necessary and 

proportionate response
• Subject platforms to a legally enforceable duty of care
• Make platforms report on how to keep children safe
• Carry consequences for platforms that breach safeguarding rules



What is online abuse?
The following can be seen as illegal abusive behaviour although it is not 
limited to this list:

• Harassment
• Stalking
• Threatening behaviour
• Creating of sharing child sexual abuse material
• Inciting a child into sexual activity
• Sexual exploitation
• Grooming
• Sexual communication with a child
• Causing a child to view images or watch videos of a sexual act

These can all have a long lasting impact on the child or young person



Crime Statistics



As you may expect the amount 
of request for sexual images or 
messages increases by age 
rising from around 6% to 
around 35% by the age of 16-
18 years old

In regards to requests for 
sexual images this is over twice 
as likely to happen to females  
than males





Considering that, as previously mentioned, young people spend on average over 15 hours a 
week online the percentage of parents/carers chatting about how to stay safe online is 
concerning. As the previous slide shows the majority of information about this is coming 
from parents or teachers, making the regular dialogue even more important



A photo that clearly shows their face

Their last name

Their home address

Their phone number

Their school

76%

83%

3%

11%

58%

Personal information provided on social media



Gaming



Gaming: What can you do?



Gaming: Setting Parental Controls



What next?
• Limit screen time – weekend only?

• Have access (on your phone) to any social media websites

• Check any mobile phone daily 

• Never let the phone go upstairs either to bed or the bedroom

• Report and block any unsolicited message from people

• Use CEOP if there is a more serious issue

• See booklet for help with social Media



Balancing screen time
There have been many surveys that have highlighted the dangers and concerns around 
young people using digital devices directly before they go to sleep. Some of the findings 
include:

Use of digital devices (between 1-2 hours before sleep) has up to 30% effect on 
sleep efficiency. Parents/carers should try to minimise the impact that this has on 
young people by putting measures in place, such as removing these devices in 
advance of them going to sleep. 

The following website link is a great resource giving advice to parents/carers on the 
things they can do to manage screen time with children

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-time-tips-to-support-11-14-year-olds/

“Screen media, especially near bedtime, is adversely 

associated with sleep time and quantity”

“Several studies also found associations 

between screen time and reduced sleep quality”





Questions/Advice

If you have any questions about what you have read in 
this presentation or require further guidance on how 
issues around Online Safety are dealt with and managed 
at Charles Darwin School please do not hesitate in 
contacting me using the following email:

jsi@cdarwin.com


