
Charles Darwin School 

Headlines 

Charles Darwin School joins the nation in mourning the death of Queen Elizabeth II. Students were spoken to 
about this today, using the BBC news website as a tool for discussion and in the case of Year 8 they received a 
special assembly.   
 
Death is a very personal experience and our students will have different responses to this news. Whilst our stu-
dents may not have known The Queen personally, they may still feel sad at this loss. Some students may feel 
nothing at all and some may have many questions. All responses are normal. Staff have been supporting stu-
dents on an individual basis. 
 
We will be able to more formally commemorate and show respect in due course. 
 
We would like to extend our condolences to all members of the Royal Family at this sad time. 

 

Welcome Back 
A very warm welcome back to all our students following the summer break and a particular welcome to our new Year 
7s. I hope all families had an enjoyable summer and students have returned refreshed for what will undoubtedly be a 
very busy school year.  
 
Over the past two weeks I have conducted assemblies with all year groups and emphasised that the new school year 
is an opportunity to start afresh.  We want all our students to feel part of our school community and be proud of our 
school.  Over the coming weeks there will be a variety of events taking place in which students can participate, not 
just during lesson time but also during lunch and after school.   
 
Congratulations 
Huge congratulations to last year’s Year 11 and Year 13 students for their excellent examination results.  Coming 
into school on the results days it was wonderful to share their joy and excitement reflecting all their hard work. 
 
Aston Smith 



 

Aspire points will be used to recognise longer term representation for individuals who give their commitment 
to their Year council or School council, commitment to a sports team , school performance or production or 
completing ambassadorial duties such as being a school prefect .  
 

Endeavour points will be awarded to recognise ongoing effort and development of Character. This will 
include those with platinum effort after data is collected from teachers, Progress pen winners and completion of 
Character passports. 
 
Certificates, badges, vouchers, opportunities/events will then be given to those with highest Aspire- Endeavour –

Achieve totals, with a grand total combined together as Achievement Points on the school report sent 
home. We hope this new praise and reward system gives a far broader way to recognise ‘achievement’ across the 
school and improves communication with parents/ carers when rewards are given on a daily basis. 
 

Mobile phone policy 
For our new Year 7 parents and as a general reminder, our Mobile phone policy is very clear in school. Whilst we 
allow children to carry a mobile phone, it must be switched off and out of sight from 8.30am, only seen in a lesson at 
a teacher’s permission for educational purposes and not seen during break or lunchtimes. Phones can and will be 
confiscated from pupils that are seen using their phones outside of permitted times. Any inappropriate use of phones 
to  film others, use of their phones to bully or intimidate others will lead to an immediate confiscation and contact 
with home. The school can keep a phone for repeated offenders for an extended period, after which parents would 
need to collect the phone from the school and an agreement made re permission to have a phone with them in 
school in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The praise system and reward system also came into play from this week. Rewards are being given under the school 
values of Aspire – Endeavour – Achieve.  

You will now be notified on the same day when a classroom teacher awards an Achieve point for excellent 
classwork, homework , improved behaviour, noticeable effort and kindness / helpfulness. Satchel One will be used to 
give these reward points so please look at this app that we also use for sharing homework. You could get regular 
‘good news’ if your notifications are on. Achieve points will also be given for Jack Petchey nominations and winners, 
excellence award winners in Celebration of Success and successfully completing opportunities given such as Junior 
maths challenge and Duke of Edinburgh awards. 

New sanction and praise/reward systems – September 2022 
 
You may remember in the summer term that a whole school review was completed on sanctions and praise/reward. 
We have revised systems based on feedback from staff, children and parents with new systems have started this 
week. All pupils will have had these explained to them in their start of term welcome assembly. 
 
The sanction system has been updated by introducing Behaviour Points in the classroom. These will then escalate 
to Whole school detentions if behaviours continue including disruption, lack of effort , lack of homework by deadline 
and regular lateness to lessons. Behaviour points are added to a child’s profile when sanctions are given such as 
Whole school detentions and internal and fixed term suspensions  (previously called exclusions). This data will be 
used by tutors, Achievement co-ordinators and with families where necessary, allowing us to target interventions 
such as individual lesson reports (green, yellow, red), referrals to external agencies etc far sooner. Your child school 
report sent home to you will also have a Behaviour point total on this so parents/carers will now see this. 
 
Whole school detentions are now for 30 minutes (previously 40mins) but if missed without reason become 1 hour. 
Senior staff detentions are 1hour 15 minutes and we have returned to having a Headteacher ’s detention which will 
now be held on a Tuesday for 1 hour 30 minutes. You will be notified of detentions  by call parent text but your 
child’s planner will have a note of any Whole school detention set. There will always be 24 hour notice given of a 
detention. 



 
 
Canteen Updates 
 
We are really pleased with the newly decorated canteen and the exciting food choices that our new catering compa-
ny are providing. Copies of the new menus are attached with this newsletter and will be sent out regularly to help you 
discuss healthy and appropriate choices with your children for the week ahead. You can also see what the children 
have bought when you log in to Parentpay. The menus are on a 3 week cycle and next week will be week 2. 
Thanks very much to all of the parents and carers for all your support with the extra administration these changes 
have created.  
Some reminders: 

 sQuid balances have now transferred to Parentpay 

 If you don’t have a Parentpay account, please e-mail GST@cdarwin.com 

 Please ensure you have added enough money to the Parentpay account for your son/daughter to buy 
food 

 If you haven’t yet let us know whether you consent to the use of facial recognition for your son/daughter, 
please confirm this as soon as possible to NKa@cdarwin.com. Copies of this letter including answers to 
frequently asked questions were sent out again to parents who we have not yet had replies from on 
Thursday 1

st
 July. 

 
In addition to the main meal shown on this menu there will be hot “grab and go” food which will change daily. These 
include pasta, pizza, burritos, panini, baguettes etc. Menus for all the food choices are on the display boards in the 
canteen for students to look at. 

 
 

It will take some time for all the new systems and menu changes to become embedded but the queues are already 
going through much more quickly than in the first few days and the students have been really impressive in their pa-
tience and excellent behaviour during this initial period. 
 
Satchel One 
 
There have been some technical problems with Satchel One for new students in year 7 and 12 this week but these 
have now been resolved so all students should log in to the APP over the weekend ready for next week. The login 
they use should be their TEAMs login which end in @o365.cdarwin.com and has an 8 letter password, e.g. sun-
ny### 
 
Any parents that do not yet have their PIN to set up a parent account can contact Ms Hawkins on SHa@cdarwin.com 
 
 
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                     Ms Kelly 
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WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Lewis –English 

My name is Miss Lewis and, like some of you, this is the start of my first term at Charles Dar-
win School. I am an English teacher and have taught in several Schools before arriving here. 
Outside of school I enjoy baking and travelling. I am really looking forward to meeting lots of 
you this term! 

 Miss   Havel –Music 

Hi everyone, I’m Miss Havel and I’m so happy to be teaching Music at Charles Darwin this 
year.  Professionally, I trained as a singer and so I love listening to music, going to shows 
and singing/playing all different styles of music.  Personally, I love travelling, training at the 
gym and baking. I  look forward to introducing an array of genres to your children and hope 
to inspire them the way my music teachers did for me.  

 Ms Temisa - Computer Science 

Hello, my name is Ms Temisa and I teach Computer Science here at Charles Darwin School. 
I am very excited to have joined the friendliest school and I am looking forward to teaching 
my favourite subject. Also, I am keen to start a Coding Club for KS3 students and hope to 
raise future Tech giants.  In my spare time, I enjoy gardening, baking cakes and going for 
walks. 

 Miss Remmie Gentry  - Girls’ PE 

Hello, I am Miss Gentry I am really looking forward to working in the PE department and 
meeting new students in both lessons and clubs here at Charles Darwin.  I am a keen sports-
women and currently play Rugby for a team in Kent. 
 

 
 

 Miss Sirett  - Science 

Hi my name is Miss Sirett, I am very excited to be starting at Charles Darwin School as a 
Science teacher this year. I have a year seven form who have just had a wonderful induction 
day and we have helped each other find our way around this big and impressive school. Biol-
ogy is my main science and nature/ecology are what fascinate me the most, but I can't wait 
to get to know lots of families here at Darwin and teach all different sciences! 

 Mrs Clarke—Student Services Assistant 

Hi, my name is Mrs Clarke and I have recently joined Chares Darwin Student Services team . 
I originate from Louth in Lincolnshire but I have lived in Kent for 15 years now. I am a mum to 
a boy and a girl, both of primary school age and I am a proud owner of two young cats. I love 
movies, reading and sunny holidays abroad. I dislike mice, rats and any kind of rodent! 
I was formerly (pre-children) a senior paralegal specialising in the administration of estates. 

  
 
Miss North  - Business Studies  
 
Hi everyone, I am really happy to be part of the Charles Darwin community – great staff, 
great students what else can I ask for? I have a real passion and have taught Business in a 
variety of schools for 17 years in London and Kent. I love travelling - from spending time in 
India, sea-kayaking in New Zealand, trekking through the jungle in Thailand to completing 
the four day Inka Trail trek through the Andes in Peru. I also love listening to music especially 
Hip Hop and RNB –Please do say hello when you see me as I look forward to seeing you 
soon. 
Things I like include: Haribos, Diana Ross, Donna Summer, Earth Wind and Fire,  
Things I loathe: Spiders,  

  
 



 3 WINS FOR SASHA 
 
 
On Saturday, 03 September, Sasha 
(year 10 now) won three silver medals 
at the UK Club National Athletics Finals, 
held at the Manchester Regional Ath-
letics Stadium.  Sasha won silver in 
100m, 4x100m relay and discuss. 
 
His team, Blackheath and Bromley Har-
riers, won the competition and are UK 
champions for 2022. 
 
Absolutely Amazing! Well done Sasha! 
 

NOTE FROM STUDENTS SERVICES 
 
Please be advised that we have a collection of lost property in Student 
Services (mainly coats and jackets). This will be here until Friday 16

th
 

September – anything that is not claimed by this date will be donated to 
charity. Please encourage your child to look here for any missing items. 
Thank you. 

Charles Darwin School 
Preloved Uniform Shop 
 

Please donate any unwanted school uniform items 
no longer required. We are looking to generate 
enough stock in any size and in reasonable 
condition to be able to re-sell to families at a much 
reduced rate. We are particularly keen to have the 
following:  
 

 Blazers 
 Skirts 
 Trousers 
 PE Kits 
 

If anyone is able to volunteer to help us create this 
Preloved Uniform Shop please contact Mrs Rees at 
the school. 
 

All donations can be left at Main Reception. 
 

Thank you to our amazing duties so far this Ronnie Garrard, 
Tristan Sebry  and Eva Falvey– all worked extremely hard 
supporting student services all day 
 

 
Thank you to YR 8  for Reception Duty  
 
Louie Smythe 
Kaliyah Gordon 
Savannah Stitson 
Roy Leahy 
Harley Webster 
Spencer Deaney 
Courtney Nicholls 
Alfie Baker 



Term Dates 2022 - 23 

AUTUMN 2022 
Thursday 1

st
 September -

  
14

th
 October   

   
Half Term: Monday 17

th
 October – Friday 28

th
 October  

Monday 31
st
  October – Wednesday 21

st
  December

    
 
Christmas Holiday: Thursday 22

nd
 December – 

Tuesday 3
rd 

January 
 
SPRING 2023            
Wednesday 4

th
January – Friday 10

th
 February 

     
Half Term: Monday 13

th
 February – Friday 

17
th 

February 
Monday 20

th
 February – Friday31

st
 March   

     
 
Easter Holiday: Monday 3 

d 
April  – Friday 14

th
 April 

 
SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17

th
 April – Friday 26

th
 May   

     
Half Term: Monday 29

th
 May – Friday 32

nd
June 

Monday 5th June – Friday 21st July   
     

Notes: Good Friday 7th April 2023 
             Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils  
 
Monday 31

st
 October 2022 

Friday 27
th
 January 2023 

Tuesday 4
th
 July 2023 

Dates for the Diary 

September 13th September -UCAS Evening (Talks 
4.30& 6 Hub) 
13th September  -Year 11 Theatre Trip  
19th September -Year 8 Charity Event  
20th September -Geography Trip to London Eye  
22nd September –Celebration of Success 
29th September -Year 11 Information Evening(6pm) 
30th September –Year 11 Oxford University Visit  
 
 
October  
7th October -Early Close Up  
10th October -Students Late Start 9.30 
11th October -Year 7 Photos 
12th October -Year 7 Settling In Tea/ Meet the Tutor 
3.30 
8th October -Open day  
14th October -End of  Half Term 
31st October -Start of the new Half term  
 
November  
1st November -Year 8 Charity Event 
24th November -Year12/13 Parents’ Evening  
25th November -Year7/8/9 Flu Vaccinations 
 

 
 

 


