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15th December 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

School Closure 

 

I am writing to inform you that over the last few days, we have had a very high number of 

confirmed Covid-19 cases amongst our staff. This morning the number of confirmed cases 

has reached a point where we can no longer continue to operate the school in a safe and 

orderly manner, our ability to staff all the classes in school properly has been severely 

affected. 

 

The lack of availability of supply staff across our region is also impacting on our ability to 

operate the school normally. The outlook for the remainder of this week is looking very bleak 

in this regard also.  

 

I have taken advice from the health authorities and following detailed discussion it has been 

decided that it will be best to close the school to all pupils from Thursday 16th December for 

the remaining 2 days of this term. 

 

I am sorry that we have had to make this decision, and I do hope that families and students 

understand that the pressure in school in terms of organising staff supervision around this 

level of absence is not possible and we can see no alternative but to undertake the action that I 

have outlined above. 

 

If you feel that it is not possible for you to manage supervision at home at such notice, we 

will be providing a limited provision for families in this context in school.   If you would like 

to take advantage of this please do email us at schoolclosure@cdarwin.com and let us know 

your child’s details – name and form. 

 

Remote Learning 

During this period of closure we will facilitate remote working as best we can via 

Showmyhomework (Satchel). You will understand that with so many staff unwell and 

suffering from the effects of this virus, this work setting will not be possible in many cases.  

 

Sadly this is not the end of term that we were anticipating; personally I was hoping to say a 

goodbye, thanks and farewell to students, as I retire, unfortunately this will now not be possible 

in the way that I had anticipated. 

 

If there are any questions or concerns then please do contact my PA Julie 

Hodgkinson (jho@cdarwin.com) at the school and I will endeavour to get back to 

you as soon as possible.  



 

Return to School in January  

We are asking all students to take an LFD test the night before returning to school.  A 

reminder that LFD tests for students take place at the following times: 

 

 Tuesday 4th January  

 Year 10 08.50 

 Year 11 10.00 

 Year 12  11.10 

 Year 13  12.20 

 Wednesday 5th January 

 Year 7  08.50 

 Year 8  10.00 

 Year 9   11.10 

 

Normal lessons for Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 begin on Wednesday 5th January and on 

Thursday 6th January for Years 7, 8 and 9. 

 

Masks 

In January it will be very important for students to come to school with a mask and to wear it 

consistently in the communal areas.  If parents could reinforce this message at home I would 

be most grateful. 

 

Uniform 

In January it is also very important that all students return in full uniform and adhere fully to 

our expectations in relation to jewellery and make-up.  Time for teaching will be at a 

premium and we want all students and staff to focus on what is educationally important.  It is 

therefore important that we avoid unnecessary distractions.  I know that Senior Staff will be 

focused on ensuring this purposeful atmosphere early in January and will be monitoring this 

via uniform checks.   

 

Farewell  

This is my last letter to you as Headteacher of Charles Darwin School; obviously I was 

hoping to finish my time here at Charles Darwin without the need for this sort of 

disappointing ending.  Parents and carers will be aware that I am retiring from 31st December 

and that Aston Smith takes over in January 2022. 

  

It has been an absolute privilege to have been the Headteacher here at Charles Darwin since 

September 2011; the whole school community, parents, students and staff have been so kind 

and supportive of me and I feel very honoured to have been the Headteacher of such an 

excellent establishment.  Charles Darwin is a unique environment and I will of course miss 

not being here very much. My life will be very different not having the daily contact with 

students and staff - something that will take a fair bit of getting used to I suspect.  

 

I just want to take this opportunity, one final time, to say a big thank you for your superb 

support over the last ten years, your generosity and kindness has meant a great deal to me. I 

wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and New Year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Sunil Chotai 

Headteacher  

 


