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Headlines 

Farewell 
As you can imagine I am full of emotion as I write this last set of headlines before I depart. The reality of 
the decision I made last April to retire has hit home on a different level since the Trustee/Governors ’ 
retirement dinner a week ago and then last Friday an amazingly generous surprise staff event.  
 
The emotion I feel, I know, is because I am going to miss everyone so very much.  
 
I have had a super time in education - it has been very eventful, exciting and fulfilling. Starting off as a 
Maths teacher in Camberwell, over the years I have worked in 5 different schools, climbing up the career 
ladder bit by bit. During my time in teaching I have worked with some wonderful people. I have had the 
opportunity to learn from some outstanding colleagues; some amazingly inspirational classroom 
teachers, several exceptional school leaders, some superb managers in support roles and some 
excellent Trustees and Governors.  I have also had the pleasure of working with so many wonderful 
students and their families as well as with the community at large.  I owe so much to so many of you.   
 
My journey over the last 36 years has been challenging in some parts, an absolute joy in many ways and 
for the most part it has been exciting, interesting and very fulfilling.  My one regret is that the last couple 
of years have undone a few things that we have all worked so hard for.  
 
My thanks to all students and their families for supporting me so generously and for being part of such a 
wonderful, kind and caring school community.   
 
As you all go forward into the next term and year I am sure you will support Aston Smith, the new 
Headteacher, as you have supported me and I know that the school will continue to grow and develop.  
 
I wish you all the best for the future and of course an excellent festive season. 
 

Sunil Chotai 

Tuesday 4 January 
Years 10,11,12 and 13 to attend school just for a LFD test at their allocated times (see previous letters 
and website for LFD testing times for all year groups).  
Years 7, 8 and 9 work will be set on Satchel One for this Tuesday. 
 
Wednesday 5 January  
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 return to school from 8.30am as normal. 
Years 7, 8 and 9 to attend school just for a LFD test at their allocated times.  
 
Thursday 6 January – All year groups in school from 8.30am. 
Masks must be worn when coming into school in January.  
  
Uniform – reminder that NO jewellery should be worn in school. It can be confiscated  
if seen, and will not be returned until half term. Please remind your son or daughter 
not to put themselves in this difficult position. 
 
As always at the start of any term, uniform will be checked on return in January.  
Please see the policy on the website if you are unclear what your son or daughter 
should be wearing. Please contact your child’s ACo if you have any issues regarding  
purchasing school uniform as we may be able to help financially if necessary. 

The next Link 
will be  

published on 
Friday  

7 January 2022 

Testing in January 2022 



 

FESTIVE FRIDAY  
 

Thank you to everyone who joined in and donated for this year’s Festive 
Friday. The following amounts  
were raised for this year’s charities: 
 
 

Year 7 - Cancer Research & Great Ormond Street Hospital £134.07 
 
Year 8 - Foal Farm & St Christopher’s £116.95 
 
Year 9 - MIND £105.73 
 
Year 10 - The British and Children's Heart Foundation £118.05 
 
Year 11 - Bromley Y & Special Care Baby Fund £72.87 
 
Year 12/13 - Teenage Cancer Trust & Air Ambulance 
£112.51 
 

Total raised:  £660.00  
 



The U14's girls football team played in the Kent Cup Quarter Final on Tuesday 14th December against a 
strong Thomas Tallis School. The game was very competitive and Darwin battled extremely hard throughout the 70 
minutes. Two goals from Eloise and Brooke sealed a 2-0 victory and puts us through to the Semi Final in January 
against Tower's School. A fantastic effort by everyone involved and a great way to end the Christmas term! Well 
done girls. 
  

Miss Owen   

U14’s Girls Football Team reach Quarter Finals 

The following pupils have been recognised this half term by their French or German teacher for their good effort, 
overall progress and contribution during lessons. 
 
Year 7  
 
Jessica Khan   Holly Saunders   Caroline Knight   Nicholas Browning 
Ambra Amat    Harry Holden   Adam Wilson   Ralph Meah  
Charlie Coburn  
 
Year 8 
 
Amy Edwards Hann  Isla Morris Pratt   Freddie Fuller   Jessica Cattermole 
Imogen Barton    Jimmy Doman    Seren Malcolmson   Chloe Gardiner  
Devhante Logan  
 
A very big well done to you all for all your hard work. We look forward to this continued effort in the New Year.  
 

MFL teachers  

Praise and Reward from MFL  

As you may remember from a previous Link, we have changed the login details for students to access Satchel One 
so they can now use their o365.cdarwin.com e-mail address and password to access their homework account. All 
students should know their e-mail address and password and should have them written on the password page of 
their planner. This is also the e-mail address and password to access online learning through Onedrive/Microsoft 
Teams. 
 
The guidance on how to use these details to log in to Satchel One is attached with this Link. If your son/daughter 
does not know their login details, they should e-mail their form tutor who will be able to provide it for them or can 
contact me on LKe@cdarwin.com. 
 
Parents wishing to access their children’s homework who have not yet set up an account can also contact me on the 
e-mail above. Students who are currently accessing their homework through their parent’s account will not have full 
access, for example will not be able to complete quizzes or submit tasks, so should log in to their own account by 
following the instructions above. 

 Ms Kelly 

Satchel One Access for Students 

Year 11 

We would like to say a huge well done to Year 11 for their conduct during the recent Pre-Public Exams, which was 
the first time they had taken exams in a formal setting . Their conduct and organisation was absolutely outstanding 
throughout the exams and they adapted incredibly well to the changes to their normal routines, with later lunchtimes 
or having to go to lessons after they had started. 
 
We hope they do as well as they would like in the exams and plan to give the results to the students on 12th January 
along with guidance on how to plan to address any gaps in their skills, exam technique or knowledge that have been 
discovered through sitting these exams. In the mean-time, they can continue to work on coursework and revision 
once they’ve had a break and some relaxation. Online programmes like Seneca Learning and GCSE Pod are a good 
way to maintain knowledge and commit more of the subject content to memory ready for the next phase of learning 
and exams in the Spring Term. 
 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening is scheduled for 27th January 2022 so we look forward to having the opportunity to discuss 
progress further at that stage. 
 
Wishing all parents, carers, students and their families a merry and healthy Christmas. 
 

Ms Kelly, Mrs Tsang and Mrs Gater 



A reminder to parents that on the first  day of term, Tuesday 4
th
 January, the school services 664 and 684 will not be 

running. The staggered start times for Lateral Flow Tests means that it is not possible to accommodate students on 
site outside of the time of their tests. A full normal service will resume on Wednesday for years 10, 11, 12 and 13 with 
the normal departure times. Students in 7/8/9 who are LFD testing in-school on Wednesday 5

th
 January should make 

their own arrangements to get to school. There will be no provision for students to wait in school as they must come 
in at their allotted test time and then leave the school site as soon as they have tested. Normal services with normal 
departure times for both 664 and 684 services resume on Thursday 6

th
 January. Charles Darwin School have no 

control over any timetabled public services so please do check TfL for journey times as some services may be less 
frequent outside of normal school travel hours.  

664 and 684 Bus Service 

We would like to inform you of an exciting opportunity in language learning for pupils studying French and German in 
Years 8, 9 and 10.  On Thursday 13th January and Tuesday 25th January 2022, we have invited in a German and 
French theatre company who will deliver an interactive, fun theatre piece to our students. 
 
This is something quite special because the plays are modern, accessible and very entertaining.  We think this is a 
unique opportunity and an excellent way to boost pupil interest and confidence in language learning. 
 
It is performed by native German and French speakers who are experienced in ensuring that their plays are clear for 
pupils to understand and be able to follow and enjoy the relatable plot. 
 
In order to ensure that the play can go ahead, we ask for a contribution via ParentPay of £3.  Pupils will be off 
timetable for the duration of the play and will receive more information from their language teacher in due course. 
 
We thank you for your support and encouragement of this language learning opportunity. 



This Autumn term has allowed us to recognise some very special students across the school. Progress pens have 
been awarded to 30 pupils from Year 7-13 for a variety of reasons, including increases in attendance, effort in the 
face of adversity, improvements in behaviour etc: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have also rewarded 4 Jack Petchey winners this term as below: 
  
Hannah Gurney, Year 13 
Jack Lynch, Year 8 
Maisie Loxdale, Year 10 
Jess Champion, Year 11 
  
These are particularly important individuals chosen from nominations across their year group and teachers for 
achievements in or out of school. They will have spent £250 on a subject of their choice this term to try to support the 
progress of others across the school community. 
 
An excellent terms rewarding of some very noticeable pupils across the school community.   

Mrs Rees 
 

Praise and Reward 

Alex Cumber Year 7 

Alfie Read Year 7 

Dottie-Boo Ward Year 7 

Daniel Roulston Year 7 

Tristan Zeelie Year 8 

Jessica Dorsett Year 8 

Andreas Ioannou Year 8 

Charlee Brown Year 9 

Kayden Plinston Year 9 

Grace Etheridge Year 9 

Nicola Catley Year 10 

Sophie Halliday Year 10 

Jack Stone Year 10 

James Chinnery Year 10 

Olivia Verrier Year 10 

Foley Jones Year 11 

Lacey Morris Year 11 

Hayden Bakewell Year 11 

Lara Bell Year 11 

Connor Hanrahan Year 12 

Louis Holmes Year 12 

Freya Philip Year 12 

Jodie Shillito Year 12 

Chardney Prata Nato Year 12 

Grace Stacey Year 12 

Jared Quartey-Papafio Year 13 

Edward Oola Year 13 

Shannon Bowles Year 13 

Erin Williams Year 13 

Andrea Hallett Year 13 

https://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/643/young_peoples_organised_activities/1539/holiday_activities_and_food_programme


Year 8 Duty Pupils 
 
Many thanks to Jake Sabine, Kacey Joyce, Emmanuella Opara,  
Sky Lambert, Summer Chipchase and Lola Webster. 
 
 

 Miss Todd 
 Reception 

This week’s Pupils for Praise 

7EKa/CAh 95.6% 

8COn 94% 

9SAl 88.6% 

10KMA 96.4% 

11NDy 93.3% 

12JDa 97.9% 

13IMr 96.3% 

ATTENDANCE 

Congratulations to the following Tutor 
Groups who have the highest attendance 
for week ending: 
10 December 2021. 

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
 
Monday 1st November 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      
+ 2 inset days as twilights 

Term Dates 2021 - 22 

SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4th January – Friday 11th February  
  
Half Term: Monday 14th – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May   
  
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        
 

Term Dates 2022 - 23 

AUTUMN 2022 
Thursday 1st September – Friday 14th October   
  
Half Term: Monday 17th October – Friday 28th October 
 
Monday 31st October – Wednesday 21st December 
 
Christmas Holiday: Thursday 22nd December - Tuesday 3rd January
    
SPRING 2023            
Wednesday 4th January – Friday 10th February  
   
Half Term: Monday 13th – Friday 17th February 
 
Monday 20th February – Friday 31st March   
     
Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April  – Friday 14th April 
 
SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17th April – Friday 26th May  
(Monday 1st May - Bank Holiday) 
    
Half Term: Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 
 

Notes: Good Friday 7th April 2023 
            Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

INSET Days - school closed to pu-
pils 
 
Charles Darwin School 
Tuesday 30th October 2022 
Wednesday 31

st
 August 2022 

Monday 31
st
 October 2022 

Friday 27
th
 January 2023 





Amazon Smile – Easy and free to donate to the Friends of Charles 
Darwin each time you shop at Amazon! 

Amazon.co.uk has a designated site that you only link to once which will 
then donate a percentage of your amazon spend directly to a charity of 

your choice.  The Friends of Charles Darwin have a set up a specific page and a 
very brief “how to” is shown here. 
 

1. Open the Amazon Smile home page:         
 www.smile.amazon.co.uk 

2. Type in our charity name and press  
    search 

3. 

4. 5. 

In future shop at www.smile.amazon.co.uk and when you are logged in 
the Friends will automatically receive a % donation. 
 

Thank you!!! 

http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk



