
Headlines 
 

Year 6 Interviews 
This week we completed interviews 
for the new Year 7 intake. It was 
really good to see so many families 
from this cohort come into school.   
We are on course to add a very 
strong, committed and supportive 
group of students and parents to our 
school community for the next year.  
My thanks not only to all the staff 
involved in these interviews but also 
to the Year 11 students who 
volunteered to assist and were 
praised by families for putting the 
Year 6 students at ease and 
answering questions whilst they were 
waiting for their appointments: 
Mantha Radford, Megan Chenery, Ria 
Peters and James Kennell – you are 
all stars! 
 
664 Bus Services 
Late on Wednesday Transport for 
London contacted the school to tell us 
that from Thursday 17th June they will 
be reducing the temporarily increased 
frequency of the 664 bus service. The 
service will revert to the pre-pandemic 
two buses. This is due to ongoing 
pandemic restrictions being lifted and 
the end of increased funding for bus 
services that the government agreed 
to in September 2020.  
 
The decision is out of our hands and 
is the jurisdiction of TfL. The service 
that is being withdrawn is the last bus 
to arrive in the morning and the first to 
depart in the afternoon.  
 
We are obviously not happy with this, 
particularly the short-notice given, 
however we will aim to manage the 
situation as best as we can. 
 
With Year 11 and 13 not in school, 
there should be room to 
accommodate students on their 
journey to and from school. However, 
it is important that all students act 
responsibly and travel sensibly, 
making sure that students in Years 7 
& 8 who leave school at 2.45pm take 
the first bus which departs at 2.55pm, 
leaving space for Years 9 & 10 to use 
the second bus that leaves at 3.10pm.  
 
We have had no update as yet on the 
684 but we anticipate that there may 
also be changes.  Once we are 
notified we will update all families. 
 

Sunil Chotai 
 
 

Charles Darwin School 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full  

reason on every day of their child’s absence. 

Important Information - Year 10 Exams 
 
Maths or Science: Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd  
Students will need to be in school at 8.20am as their Maths or Science 
exams will start at 8.30am. 
 
Any student who is entitled to extra time can come in and start the exam 
at 8.15am. 
 
English: Wednesday 23rd June  
Students will be sitting their English exam during period 1. This will start 
at 8.45am so students will need to be in by 8.35am at the latest ready to 
go in for the exam. Students with extra time will need to be in for 8.30am. 
 
Triple Science students: Thursday 24th June 
This will be an 8.30am start. Please be in school for 8.20am ready to go 
into the exam. Students with extra time will need to be in at 8.15am. 
 

Mrs Tsang 

Diversity Week 
 

Next week we will be celebrating Diversity Week by hosting a Rainbow 
sale on Friday 25

th
 June. Students are allowed to wear a rainbow 

accessory for this day too. 
 

Students will be able to buy rainbow laces from Stonewall (£2.50),          
a rainbow badge (50p) or rainbow cakes and biscuits at break time 
(COVID safely of course). 
 
Any funds raised will be donated to Justlikeus.org, a charity who work 
with schools to empower young people to champion LGBTQ+ diversity.  
 

These are some of the badges designed by our students last February 
for LGBTQ+ History month.  

Ms Sampson 

Relationships & Sex Education 
Following their end of year exams and completion of work, Year 9 and 
Year 10 students will have the usual Relationships and Sex Education 
Session in their Science lessons.  
 
As Parents and Carers, you are able to withdraw your child from the Sex 
aspect of these sessions, so please let them know directly. If you have 
any questions about these sessions please feel free to email me on 
ksa@cdarwin.com  
 

Ms Sampson 



 

REMINDER: 
It is important that if any household member develops symptoms of COVID-19 all household members, including 
students, must stay at home.   
 

Any household member displaying symptoms of COVID-19 should take a PCR test and all household members 
must remain in isolation at home until the test result is received.       
 

If the test is positive the school must be informed and the student must not attend school. If the test is negative the 
student may return to school.     

Advance notice for Year 10 GCSE English Language Speaking 
and Listening Exam 
 
Year 10 will be delivering speeches for their REAL GCSE English Language Speaking and Listening Exams on 
Monday 19th July. They will come into school on an appointment basis on that day, to deliver their speech to their 
teacher. 
 
Students should have already started working on their speech but, after their English Language in-class exam this 
Friday (18th June), the main focus of their English Language lessons will be these speeches. Parents can help a lot 
at home by discussing their chosen subject with their son/daughter; helping them to research expert opinions, facts 
and statistics and, most importantly, by acting as an audience for students to rehearse their speech. We find that 
rehearsing these speeches at home really helps to mitigate against nerves on the day. 
 
If you need further information about this day or what students need to do, please do email your son/daughter's 
English teacher. 

Ms Roberts  
Head of English 

Year 11 Next Steps Week 
After our lovely last day saying goodbye to Year 11 just before 
half term, over 30 students chose to come back for Next Steps 
Week after half term. During the week the group did a range of 
activities designed to help prepare them for the next stages of 
their education.  
 

They completed CVs and letters of application, carried out 
mock interviews and completed questionnaires which helped 
them to identify their skills and qualities. They spent time 
looking at University courses before moving on to working on 
their "soft skills", including working as part of a team, problem 
solving and leadership skills through a Duke of Edinburgh Award-type day of tent building, outdoor cooking and 
using a map to find their way around the countryside footpaths. We were all exhausted by the end of the week but it 
was wonderful to see all of the students discovering new skills and aspects of their personalities that they will be able 
to continue to develop further as part of their sixth-form studies, part-time jobs and volunteering. It was very 
impressive to see how many of the students already volunteer or work with local youth groups, sports clubs and 
businesses and make such a positive contribution in their communities. 
 
Year 11 students who did not take part in the week can access the careers resources on their Show My Homework 
account. Thanks to all the staff who gave up their time to help and particularly to Mr Lamb for all his hard work 
organising the activities. 



FRIENDS OF CHARLES DARWIN 
 
As another school year draws to a close the Friends of Charles Darwin would like you to consider 
getting involved in our fundraising. 
 
With already dwindling numbers (due to school leavers and not enough new parents stepping forward) we find 
ourselves in urgent need of some "new blood" once the next school year starts and we lose yet more of our 
wonderful team as their children move on to university/college/work etc.  
 
Please do “like” our Facebook page (Friends of Charles Darwin School) in order to keep abreast of our news and 
activities. 
 
Please email us at friends@cdarwin.com  or contact us via our Facebook page if you would like more information 
and to see how you can get involved. Without an influx the Friends may find themselves unable to continue which 
would be devastating for the pupils and school.  
 
This year, despite the obvious difficulties, we have still managed to support the Ecology Garden, Recording Studio, 
PE Dept and Music Dept with funds raised previously. However, funds are now desperately in need of a boost as we 
do try to donate all funds received in a financial year to support the pupils/families who have raised them! 
 
A few hours a year from you is all we need if we can swell our numbers, a minimum of one evening of serving 
refreshments per year is all we ask… Now is most certainly a good time to “jump in” as things are currently quiet and 
we look to re-organise for the next school year. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in order for the Friends to continue their excellent work. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Friends of Charles Darwin School 

Last weekend Ben and Lewis Longley competed in the first two rounds of the NATIONAL BMX Series which took 
place at Cyclopark in Kent . 
 
Lewis decided to ride in two different bike classes and came 1st and 10th in the Saturday race with Ben finishing in 
3rd place. On Sunday both boys competed again with Ben finishing 3rd and Lewis finishing 1st in one race and 3rd 
in another. 
 
Despite racing in extremely hot conditions, the boys achieved five of a possible six podiums at National level. 
 
Well done boys, what an amazing achievement. We look forward to hearing more of your results throughout the 
Summer. 

Mr Woods 

Podium for the Longley Brothers! 



Attendance  

7HCa 98.8% 

8SOn 99.1% 

9WCa 97.4% 

10NDy 97.3% 

11IMr 100% 

Winning Tutor Groups week ending: 
21.05.21 

Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

Summer 2021 
Tuesday 8th June  – Wednesday 21st July 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils 
Thursday 22nd July 2021 
Friday 23rd July 2021 

Term Dates 2020-21 




