
HEADLINES 
 

Year 11 and 13 School Prom  
Further to my letter in March, I can 
confirm with all parents that it will 
not be possible to hold this year’s 
Year 11 and Year13 prom events. I 
know that this may be a 
disappointment for students but I 
hope however that everyone 
understands that the complications 
and risks associated with holding 
such events in the current context 
are too great. We will endeavour to 
do our best to mark these milestone 
occasions for both these year 
groups in alternative ways in school. 
 
Mask Wearing Guidance Change 
As parents will be aware, on 
Monday evening the Prime Minister 
announced a change in government 
guidance in relation to the wearing 
of masks in schools. The guidance 
now says: 
 
“From 17th May face coverings will 
no longer be recommended for 
pupils in classrooms or in communal 
areas in all schools. “ 
 
In line with this guidance, from 
Monday 17th May we will not 
require pupils to wear masks 
anywhere in school. However, the 
requirement to wear masks in shops 
and on transport has not changed 
so if our students are coming to 
school by bus or are planning to 
visit the local shops then they will 
need to ensure that they have a 
mask at hand. 
 
Support from Parents  
Over the last couple of weeks, we 
have had an increase in the number 
of girls wearing earrings and nose 
studs to school. I would like to 
remind parents that the wearing of 
these two items is strictly against 
our rules in Years 7-11.  This has 
been the case for many years. I 
would like parents to support us with 
the application of this, and to assist 
us with ensuring that students are 
not arriving to school with these 
items.  Most parents will understand 
that dealing with these matters is 
often wasted time - time that could 
be much better spent by staff.  
Thank you for your support. 
 

Sunil Chotai 

Charles Darwin School 
Update – Personal Message from Safer Schools 
and Youth, Inspector Kathy Morteo 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Following on from my message, sent on Monday this 
week, Supt Andy Brittain has now provided the following 
press release, which I hope will provide you with some 
reassurance in relation to the recent reporting of suspicious incidents. 
 
Once again, I wish to thank parents, guardians and teachers for their 
continued support, and if you have any ongoing concerns, please feel free 
to contact either myself, PS Lisa Foley or your schools liaison officer, via 
your school office, who will have our contact details. 
 
Inspector Kathy Morteo  
Safer Neighbourhood Strand 
Partnership and Prevention – Schools, Yots and Cadets 

Press release 

Officers have made extensive enquiries to establish the circumstances 
of the alleged abduction attempts since receiving the first report on 30 
April. This includes speaking to the children and families affected, 
checking CCTV, knocking on doors and speaking to witnesses and 
schools. 

At this time the cases are not thought to be linked, and so far we have 
not found any corroborating evidence that these were attempted 
abductions as reported. Officers continue with their investigations.  

Superintendent Andy Brittain, from the local policing team in south 
London, said: "I understand the concerns of parents in light of these 
reports and the subsequent discussion and rumour on social media. We 
always advise parents to be vigilant when it comes to the safety of 
young children, however there is nothing to suggest there is a specific 
risk at this time. 

"You will continue to see officers out and about across Bromley and I 
would encourage the public to speak with them about any concerns 
they have. I would also suggest those living in the area follow the 
@MPSBromley account on Twitter, which is used by officers to engage 
with the community. 

"Any alleged abduction attempt is taken seriously and thoroughly 
investigated, but thankfully, child kidnappings or abductions are 
incredibly rare." 

Self Piercings 
 

It has come to light that there is a potential ‘trend’ emerging of piercing 
your own ears using a needle or another earing. Lockdown has 
apparently encouraged sales of self piercing kits, but this is being done 
without any specialised equipment. Clearly nothing is sterile and the risk 
of infection is significant. 
 
Please can parents be aware of this if new jewellery is suddenly being 
worn. Our uniform policy remains that jewellery shouldn’t be worn in 
school, so any new piercings will have to be removed in school hours. 
 

Mrs Rees 



REMINDER: INSET Days - school closed to all pupils 
The additional Inset days will be on Friday 28th May and Monday 7th 

June - a day either side of the next half term break.  

British Cycling have announced this week the qualified riders to represent Great Britain at the 2021 World BMX 
Championships in Papendal, Holland in August of this year. 
  
Due to only two national competitions taking place at the start of 2020, British Cycling have decided to use the final 
rankings from 2019. 
  
In 2019 Ben finished 8

th
 in his age category and Lewis finished 2

nd
 in his age category. Both have therefore been 

selected and will hopefully, all COVID restrictions allowing, be travelling to Holland to compete against the best riders 
in the World. 
  
Ben and Lewis have been racing for a number of years and have been fortunate enough to compete all over the 
World with the British team in the past. The National season starts again in the UK in June. 
 
 We look forward to hearing your progress. Good luck boys. 

Miss Case 

Longley Brothers qualify to represent GB in the 2021 BMX World Championships  

Reminder from First Aid/Student Services 
We have noticed a dramatic increase in the amount of students asking for pain relief and plasters. We have a small 
supply of these for emergencies only. Please ensure that wherever possible if pain relief, cough sweets, plasters etc. 
are needed that these are supplied by yourselves. 
 
Many thanks for your support in this matter. 

Mrs Booth 

Year 7  - Music exam 
The Music department has decided to bring forward their end of year examination, which will be completed in lesson 
time between 17th-27th May. Revision materials have been sent out to all students in Year 7, which can be found on 
ShowMyHomework. All classes will also have at least 1 revision lesson prior to starting their exam, but please ensure 
they are revising at home too. A good place to start with their revision would be the music vocabulary section in the 
back of their planner (page 143). 

Mr Haberfield 

Year 10 Mock Interviewers wanted 
We are looking for volunteers to take part in the Year 10 Mock interviews this year. The Mock interviews are an 
important part of our students’ education, giving them the chance to see how they will be expected to behave to be 
successful in the job market or in securing an offer of a College or University place.  
 
If you have any industry experience and are available on Tuesday 20 July to interview some of the Year 10 
students or know of any industry recruiters, please contact Mrs Franco on 01959 574043 Ext: 202 or by email 
tfr@cdarwin.com for further information. Thank you.  



 

REMINDER: 
It is important that if any household member develops symptoms of COVID-19 all household members, including 
students, must stay at home.   
 

Any household member displaying symptoms of COVID-19 should take a PCR test and all household members 
must remain in isolation at home until the test result is received.       
 

If the test is positive the school must be informed and the student must not attend school. If the test is negative the 
student may return to school.     

 

Social Media, Gaming & Keeping Children Safe Online: a webinar for parents/
Charles Darwin School are excited to welcome leading online 
safety organisation, Digital Awareness UK, to deliver a one 
hour online safety webinar to help our parents and carers feel 
empowered when it comes to supporting their children in their 
online lives.  
 

Technology is a huge part of our young people's lives, with 
many positives and risks to consider. Screen time amongst 
young people has reportedly increased by 500% during 
lockdown, so keeping young people safe online has never 
been more important. Online issues such as bullying, hate 
speech, fake news, sexual harassment and exposure to 
upsetting content have increased at an alarming rate during 
the pandemic.  
 

Please note that this webinar is not suitable for anyone under 
the age of 18, due to some sensitive topics that will be 
covered. 
 

This event has been organised and hosted by Charles Darwin 
School and Digital Awareness UK, supported by Vodafone UK. 
 

Click on the link to register your place. 
Mrs Rees 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charles-darwin-school-social-media-gaming-keeping-children-safe-online-
registration-151975377445  

Equipment for Successful Learning 
 

Quite a few students are coming to lessons without all the equipment they need to be able to participate fully in the 
lesson. Could all parents and carers please ask their children to check they have the full range of equipment in their 
pencil cases over the weekend (and double-check where needed). Form tutors will be checking these next week. 
 
A reminder of the equipment list students need for school: 

 Several pens they can write neatly with-black or blue 

 Sharp pencil for drawing-more than one is ideal in case one breaks or is mislaid 

 Ruler 

 Coloured pencils 

 Eraser 

 Pencil sharpener 

 Calculator 

 A highlighter pen and a glue stick are also very useful 
Ms Kelly 

Overdue Books 
The Library has a high number of books overdue which need to be returned to the Library asap. 
 

Please can all students check if they have any books in their bags or at home. 
 

Students can renew the books if they have not finished reading them, they need to come to the 
library to do this. 
 

Many thanks 
 

Mrs Adams   
 



Attendance  

7SFe 97.5% 

8SDa/WDa 96.7% 

9PEl 96.3% 

10NDy 95.9% 

11SAr 97.8% 

12IMr 97.9% 

13ARu/MDi 96.5% 

Winning Tutor Groups week ending: 
07.05.21 

Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

Summer 2021 
Monday 19th April – Thursday 27th May 
Half term: Friday 28th May  – Monday 7th June 
Tuesday 8th June  – Wednesday 21st July 
 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils 
Friday 28th May 2021 
Monday 7th June 2021 
Thursday 22nd July 2021 
Friday 23rd July 2021 

Term Dates 2020-21 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full reason on every day of their child’s absence. 


