
HEADLINES 
 

Easing of Restrictions 
As we are approaching and going past some stages in the government’s road map to the easing of lockdown 
restrictions, we in school are beginning to think about how we should loosen the pandemic related measures, how 
quickly, in what order and so on. At the moment the government guidance has not changed but we are anticipating 
that this will shift as the lockdown across the country is relaxed. The loosening of any pandemic related 
arrangements is something that will need much thinking and planning for.  We obviously want to maintain student 
and staff safety and ensure our calm and purposeful atmosphere. The planning for this change is something that is 
currently being discussed and explored, I will share some of the thoughts with parents in the coming weeks. 
 
Centre Assessed Grades 
This week students in Years 11, 12 and 13 have continued in earnest with producing work that will form the evidence 
bank for their grades in the context of the cancelled public examinations. The mature and purposeful approach from 
these students has been impressive. My thanks and well done so far to all of them. There is still much more to do, so 
my message to them is well done but please do remain focused - maintain your positive and hardworking approach. 
 
Teachers across all subjects have been working in parallel with these students, developing assessments, 
undertaking the additional marking, standardisation and moderation.  As I have said before, this is work that is 
onerous, tricky and complicated in many ways; however, our staff are approaching with it with a positive, organised 
and determined mind-set.  My thanks to them also for their work - again there is still much to do and a shortage of 
time to see it through in.  

Sunil Chotai 

Charles Darwin School 

Face Masks 
 

Please can we ask all parents/carers to ensure that your child has a mask with them before 
coming to school each day. If students use the disposable masks, please ensure they have 
a few of these in case they break. Our students should not be travelling on public transport 
without these. 
 

We do have a limited amount of masks for emergencies, however, we have had an 
increasing amount of students requesting masks from us during the school day as they 
have forgotten them.  
 

Thank you for your support. 
Student Services 

Have your say  

The staff at Independent Catering who provide our 
school meals celebrated Italian Day on Thursday by 
dressing up and putting on a wonderful selection of 
pizzas. 
 

We would like to get as many students’ opinions as 
possible about the school canteen and the provision of 
the food provided. So far we have had approximately 
100 responses to the Canteen Survey, thank you to 
those people.  
 

Therefore, the deadline has been extended until 
the  morning of Monday 10th May. Thank you for your 
time.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FPNWBPK 

Key Stage 3 and Year 10 Exams 
 

Year 7 and 8 – week beginning 7 June for 2 weeks 
Year 9 and 10 – week beginning 14 June for 2 weeks 
 
In order to support Year 7 and 8 with methods of revision, Mr Jones will present a variety of revision techniques to 
the year groups on Wednesday morning. These will be followed up in form time and in individual lessons to help the 
students to best prepare for after half term. We would expect all students to be revising in some form over half term, 
having been directed by their subject teachers as to key areas of focus from this very disjointed year. 

Mrs Rees 



Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
Parents/carers must phone before 08:30 with a full reason on every day of their child’s absence. 

REMINDER: INSET Days - school closed to all pupils 

The additional Inset days will be on Friday 28th May and Monday 7th June - a day either side of the next 
half term break.  

Extra-Curricular Sport for Years 7-9  
Thank you to all the students who have attended the Year 7 - 9 Extra-Curricular Sports 
sessions over the last two weeks. Numbers have been really good but there is still room for 
more students to attend.  
  
The sessions will have a post lockdown ‘turn up and play’ philosophy and we are 
encouraging as many students from each year group to attend regularly regardless of PE set 
or ability. The sessions will be structured in a competitive manner with enjoyment for our 
young boys and girls a priority.  

 
To conform with allocated bubbles each Key Stage 3 year group will 
have a dedicated day; Year 7 Tuesday, Year 8 Wednesday and Year 
9 Thursday. These sessions/days will stay the same throughout and 
will run from 3:00pm to 4:15pm. On the timetable attached to this 
week’s Link you will see which sports are being offered on each day/week.  
  
Please be reminded……. Students should always attend these clubs with full CDS PE kit 
including boots and trainers. We are unable to lend kit due to COVID. Students can stay in PE 
kit after the sessions and be picked up or travel home independently at 4:15pm. Please could 
all students wishing to attend communicate with their parents/guardians before they attend to 
avoid any worry.  
 
If there are any questions regarding these clubs please email jsn@cdarwin.com or ring the 

PE office on 01959578805. Updates will also be posted on our Twitter page @CDarwinPE. 
  
We look forward to seeing lots of students get back into enjoying their sport! 

Miss Case 



Attendance  

7NKo  98.6% 

8SDa/WDa  97.7% 

9PEl  98.2% 

10MHu  97.6% 

11SAr  98.7% 

12IMr  100% 

13Ach  98.8% 

Winning Tutor Groups week ending: 
30.04.21 

Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

Summer 2021 
Monday 19th April – Thursday 27th May 
Half term: Friday 28th May  – Monday 7th June 
Tuesday 8th June  – Wednesday 21st July 
 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils 
Friday 28th May 2021 
Monday 7th June 2021 
Thursday 22nd July 2021 
Friday 23rd July 2021 

Term Dates 2020-21 

 

REMINDER: 
It is important that if any household member develops symptoms of COVID-19 all household members, including 
students, must stay at home.   
 

Any household member displaying symptoms of COVID-19 should take a PCR test and all household members 
must remain in isolation at home until the test result is received.       
 

If the test is positive the school must be informed and the student must not attend school. If the test is negative the 
student may return to school.     

 

Social Media, Gaming & Keeping Children Safe Online: a webinar for parents/
carers at Charles Darwin School  

Charles Darwin School are excited to welcome leading online 
safety organisation, Digital Awareness UK, to deliver a one 
hour online safety webinar to help our parents and carers feel 
empowered when it comes to supporting their children in their 
online lives.  
 

Technology is a huge part of our young people's lives, with 
many positives and risks to consider. Screen time amongst 
young people has reportedly increased by 500% during 
lockdown, so keeping young people safe online has never 
been more important. Online issues such as bullying, hate 
speech, fake news, sexual harassment and exposure to 
upsetting content have increased at an alarming rate during 
the pandemic.  
 

Please note that this webinar is not suitable for anyone under 
the age of 18, due to some sensitive topics that will be 
covered. 
 

This event has been organised and hosted by Charles Darwin 
School and Digital Awareness UK, supported by Vodafone UK. 
 

Click on the link to register your place. 
Mrs Rees 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/charles-darwin-school-social-media-gaming-keeping-children-safe-online-
registration-151975377445  


