
HEADLINES 
 

Year 6 Interviews 
On Thursday we held the first tranche 
of interviews with our new Year 7 
students and their families.  The 
interviews went extremely well and it 
was good to see some of our new 
intake in person.  The families I spoke 
to really did appreciate the opportunity 
to come into school and meet with 
staff.  The second wave of interviews 
will be next Tuesday.  
  
The previous evening the Virtual 
Induction Evening went live. Whilst we 
hope that next year we will be in a 
position to hold this evening in person, 
I must say that the virtual 
presentations produced by staff were 
excellent and gave a real feel for our 
school.  
  
Covid-19 Update 
As parents will know, shortly before we 
broke up for the half term holiday a 
Mobile Testing Unit (MTU) was set up 
on site for PCR testing of staff and 
Year 7 pupils.  Year 10 students were 
able to collect home-testing kits for 
return the following day.  Almost 200 
tests were conducted on site and a 
further 179 kits collected.  The day 
went extremely well and the students 
involved were an absolute credit to our 
school.  We have received a letter of 
thanks from Bromley which is attached 
and I would like to add my own thanks 
to all the students and families who 
took part in this very important 
process. 
  
Whilst we await further information 
from Bromley and Public Health 
England, I would like to remind 
families that students are advised to 
wear face coverings whilst in the 
school building.  
  

Sunil Chotai 

Charles Darwin School 
PADI Diving Success for Year 7 Amy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Amy Burns who has qualified as a PADI Junior 
Advanced Diver. Amy completed pool training dives on a school evening 
in East Grinstead and completed her deep dives in a quarry in Somerset 
that was apparently rather cold, leaving her just the Rescue course to 
complete in order to become a Master Scuba Diver. 
 
“I enjoy exploring wrecks and recently went shark diving. I was the 
youngest ever to dive with sharks and could not wait to get in. I must say 
it did seem strange diving off a boat into waters with shark fins circling the 
boat, I even got photo bombed by one!” says Amy. 
 
Amy has worked hard this year completing many courses (Dry Suit, 
Equipment Specialist, Junior Advanced Open Water, Underwater 
Navigator to name but a few) and also coping with the colder climate. She 
will be sitting the theory exam for the Rescue course shortly and will then 
complete her practical scenario examination and dives over the 24th and 
25th July. 
 
Good luck Amy, we look forward to more news in September. 

Water Bottles 
Please ensure your child has at 
least one bottle of water when 
they come to school each day. 
Whilst COVID measures are in 
place the water fountains are 
closed and we are unable to  
supply water unless it is a medical 
emergency. 
 

Student Services 



Term Dates 2021-22 

AUTUMN 2021 
Staff Professional Development day 31st August  
 
Wednesday 1st September – Friday 15th October    
Half Term: Monday 18th October – Friday 29th October 
Monday 1st November – Friday 17th December  
   
SPRING 2022            
Tuesday 4thJanuary – Friday 11th February    
Half Term: Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 
Monday 21st February – Friday1st April   
     
Easter Holiday:  
Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th April 
 
SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May     
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        

INSET Days – school closed to pupils 
Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Monday 20th December 2021  
Tuesday 21st December 2021 
Friday 28th January 2022  
      

Summer 2021 
Tuesday 8th June  – Wednesday 21st July 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils 
Thursday 22nd July 2021 
Friday 23rd July 2021 

Term Dates 2020-21 

FRIENDS OF CHARLES DARWIN 
 
As another school year draws to a close the Friends of Charles Darwin would like you to consider 
getting involved in our fundraising. 
 
With already dwindling numbers (due to school leavers and not enough new parents stepping forward) we find 
ourselves in urgent need of some "new blood" once the next school year starts and we lose yet more of our 
wonderful team as their children move on to university/college/work etc.  
 
Please do “like” our Facebook page (Friends of Charles Darwin School) in order to keep abreast of our news and 
activities. 
 
Please email us at friends@cdarwin.com  or dm us via our Facebook page if you would like more information and to 
see how you can get involved. Without an influx the Friends may find themselves unable to continue which would be 
devasting for the pupils and school.  
 
This year, despite the obvious difficulties, we have still managed to support the Ecology Garden, Recording Studio, 
PE Dept and Music Dept with funds raised previously.  However, funds are now desperately in need of a boost as we 
do try to donate all funds received in a financial year to support the pupils/families who have raised them!  
 
A few hours a year from you is all we need if we can swell our numbers, a minimum of one evening of serving 
refreshments per year is all we ask... 
 
Now is most certainly a good time to “jump in” as things are currently quiet and we look to re-organise for the next 
school year. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in order for the Friends to continue their excellent work. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Friends of Charles Darwin School 




