
Charles Darwin School 
Headlines 

Duke of Edinburgh Practice Walk  
My congratulations to the students who took part in the Bronze practice walk last week. I understand that 
it was a great success and fortunately they avoided the heavy rainfall which had been predicted. 
 
Parent Survey 
A reminder to parents to complete the survey which was sent out last week. We are seeking your 
feedback on a wide range of aspects which are important to us at Charles Darwin School and you as 
parents. We would like as many parents as possible to complete the survey as this will enable us to have 
a full representation of views on the school and will inform our planning for next year. There is also an 
opportunity to put yourself forward to be part of our PTA or to be considered in the future for a Governor 
position. Parents have until 19th May to return the survey.   
 
https://forms.office.com/e/JB8JwcxjAG 
 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
It was great to be able to welcome parents into school on Wednesday for the Year 10 Parents’ Evening.  
It was so important to have this face to face event as these parents had not had a face to face meeting 
since their children were in Year 7. I spoke to many parents on the night and they were overwhelmingly 
positive about the way the school is supporting their children. 
 
Acceptable Behaviour in the Community 
This week we sent out a letter on behalf of TfL and the Metropolitan Police regarding acceptable 
behaviour on buses. Please can parents have a conversation with their child about what is acceptable 
behaviour and please make them aware that TfL, the police and local shops share CCTV with us and we 
will always take action. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Uniform Reminder 
As the weather is becoming warmer we have noticed that in some cases uniform is not as tight as it 
should be. Over the coming weeks there will be a specific focus on uniform and I would refer parents to 
pages 5 and 6 of the student planner which sets out our uniform policy. In particular hoodies, sweatshirts 
and jewellery are not acceptable. 
 
Summer Exams 
While I know that many exams have already taken place, I would like to wish all our Year 11 and Year 13 
students good luck as the exam season gets into full swing from next week. Students have worked really 
hard, keep going. We will support you all the way. Remember – Aspire – Endeavour – Achieve. 
 
 
Aston Smith 
 

A reminder to parents that as well as the LINK and the ‘latest news’ section on the website, you can follow the 
latest events happening in our school community on: 

 
 
 CDarwinSchool  
 
 
 
 CDarwinSchool                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                  Mr Jones 

https://forms.office.com/e/JB8JwcxjAG


 Reading Corner at Charles Darwin  

The following book comes highly recommended by one of our ex-students who has now graduated from Universi-
ty. It was one of the first books she read as part of our Book Club in 2013 and, in a touching gesture, she came in 
last week to donate a copy to our school library. 

The Weight of Water is a startlingly original piece of fiction.  
A brilliant coming-of-age story, it also tackles the alienation 
experienced by many young immigrants.  
Moving, unsentimental, and utterly page turning, we meet 
and share the experiences of a remarkable girl who shows us 
how quiet courage prevails. 

If you would like to donate a copy of your favourite book to the library, we would 
be very happy to receive it – we can even give you a special dedication in the 
front of the book … 

                                                                                                             Mrs Pitt 

Reminder – Key Stage 3 Exams 
 
Parents/Carers should have received an email from the school on Wednesday regarding KS3 exams after half term: 
 
Year 7 and 8 exams - Monday 5

th
 June to Friday 16 June  

Year 9 exams – Monday 12 June to Friday 23 June 
 
These assessments will take a variety of forms depending on the subject, and children will have explained to them 
in the next few weeks how best to prepare. Some lesson time will be given to support this, but the expectation is 
that revision and preparation will also be needed at home. Techniques on how best to revise are being covered  
during tutorial time in school. 
Over the next 2 weeks, teachers will be telling their classes when their class exams will be so that this can be 
 recorded in planners (page 98 and pages 99). This will allow organisation of revision before the relevant exam 
Please can I ask parents/carers to encourage preparation for these assessments in the next weeks, including  
supporting revision over half term.  

Mrs Rees 

KS3 Exams  



Well we had a brilliant time in the History Department celebrating the Coronation. It was amazing to see all the 
different entries showcased in the history Quad area. It was so difficult judging the best entries but we managed with 
a little help.  
Well done to our worthy winners! Ms Davies will be giving you your prize next Wednesday Lunchtime please see her 
in Hi4.  
Thank you also to the students who made the day so special it was lovely to see such a positive learning 
environment in History.  

 

History department Coronation Celebration 

Best Coronation Model 

Best Coronation Canvas 

Best Coronation Badge  

Best Coronation Cake Design 

 
Ms Davies and the History Team  

Best Coronation Cake  

Best Coronation Cake  



Coronation Celebration in the Canteen 

Congratulations to Mia Stathopoulos in year 7 who has  
qualified for the British Show Jumping Association. Mia  
recently raced in the Badminton Horse Trials, and will be  
competing again in the May half term in the Suffolk County 
Show. Mia is also a part of the Shetland Pony Grand National 
and takes part in a race display team for the Bob Champion 
Cancer Trust.  

Last Friday we celebrated the Coronation of King Charles and Queen Camilla in the canteen with a special barbecue 
menu and traditional picnic food along with coronation-themed cakes and biscuits. 
The bunting and Union Jack flags helped to add to the celebrations. As you can see, lots of students and staff en-
joyed the special menu. 
We hope to have more theme days later in the term. Ms Kelly 



Hay Fever Season - Medication for Students 
 
Hay Fever and the symptoms for children studying at school can be very uncomfortable, please ensure 
that if your child suffers with Hay Fever that they take any relevant medication/antihistamine before 
school. The school is unable to provide this medication to students. 
Thank you 
                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                  Mrs Booth 

Year 10 Mock Interviews – Industry Recruiters  

We hold this event every year as an important part of our senior pupils' education, giving them the chance to see 
how they will be expected to behave in order to be successful in securing an offer of a College or University place or 
to be successful in the job market and encouraging them to think about a career path they may be interested in after 
their GCSEs.   
 
We are looking for volunteers to take part in the Year 10 Mock interviews this year.  
 
If you are available on Thursday 20 July 2023 to interview some of the Year 10 students or know of any industry  
recruiters who will be able to assist with the interviewing process please contact  Mrs Franco on tfr@cdarwin.com by 
22 May 2023.  
 
Thank you  

                                                                                                                                                                  Mrs Franco  

Coronation Celebration in the Library 

To celebrate the King's Coronation we had several activities arranged for Lunchtime in the Library including, Royal 
Word search, colouring in, Royal Bingo and stick the diamond sticker on the crown blindfolded! 
All year groups attended and fun was had by all! 
 

                                                                                                                                                                 Mrs Adams  



 Achievement Points 

Top 10 achievers across the school for the period 01.09.2022 – 11.05.2023 

Top highest achievers per each year for the period 01.09.2022 – 11.05.2023 

“Recipes to make students feel fuller for longer and prepared to perform.  
Good luck to all of our students in their up and coming assessments”                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                     Miss Zysemil 

Please see attached separately this week’s recipe - Different Fish Finger Sandwich. 

Catherine Seidler 7RBr/RSi 224 

Alexander James Hannaford 8JHd 189 

Lucas Nagle 7RMk 185 

Leo Currier 8HBu 169 

Harriet Downer 8RMo/STe 166 

Phoebe Vincent 8RMo/STe 164 

Chloe Cocker 8RMo/STe 153 

Hannah White 8GAn 151 

Leo Nagle 7RMk 149 

Jenson Ladd-Talbot 7TMi 148 

Catherine Seidler 7RBr/RSi 224 

Alexander James Hannaford 8JHd 189 

Deborah Chapman 9SCu 127 

Tillie Bansel 10SAl 114 

Chloe McGonigal 11KWo 120 

Ciara Bain 12MCr/MMe 76 

Abbey Leonard 13ARo/MMe 32 

 Exams Time 



https://tinyurl.com/34ys3t3v  

https://tinyurl.com/34ys3t3v


Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Reminder – please can parents call the absence line each day of your child’s absence 
before 8.30am. This ensures we know your child is safe and their absence is authorised 
where possible. Our Attendance Officer is having to spend an increased amount of time 

each day chasing for responses.  
Thank you for your support. 

 
As you are aware attendance is linked to a student’s attainment and at Charles Darwin we work closely with the 
parents to keep students’ attendance levels as high as possible. Please could we ask that if your child feels unwell 
in the morning (headache etc.) and they do feel better later on, that you send them in. This will benefit them as they 
will not miss a whole days learning. 
  

Please can we also remind parents to call in before 8.30am for each day of 
your child’s absence and not rely on receiving a text from us chasing their 
absence. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
                                                                                                                                         Students Services Team  

A reminder that pupils should not contact home if they feel unwell but should be seen and assessed 
by Mrs Booth, our Health Care Lead.   
 
Parents should be aware that pupils will not be sent home without being seen by Mrs Booth in the first 
instance.  
 
If your child contacts you directly, please phone the school to confirm whether they are unwell and 
have permission to go home. 
 
Thank you 
                                                                                                                         Student Services Team 

ATTENDANCE 

Congratulations to the following Tutor Groups who have the 
highest attendance for week ending 5th May 2023. 

 

7BDe/ZHa 100% 

8HBu 97.5% 

9LDa 98.1% 

10GCu 94.2% 

11PEl 96% 

12FSu 98% 

13GQu 98.4% 



Term Dates 2022 - 23 

SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17

th
 April – Friday 26

th
 May 

       
Half Term: Monday 29

th
 May – Friday 

2
nd

June 
Monday 5

th 
June – Friday 21

st 
July 

      
      
       
CDS INSET days: 
Tuesday 4th July 2023 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our duties:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

They have been fantastic this week, and their help has been invaluable. 
Student Services Team 

May 
17th May - Year 8 HPV1 vaccination  
19th May -  Trip: Orpington Library - Author Workshop - Yr7&8  
25-26 May - Trip: DofE Yr9 Bronze qualifying expedition  
26th May -  Year 13 Leavers’ BBQ 
29th May - Bank Holiday  
29th May - 2nd June - Half Term  
 
June  
6th June - Trip: UCAS Conference, Excel Centre, 
 London,Yr12  
7th June - New Year 7 Induction Evening,7pm 
13th June - Trip: Bournemouth, NEA Fieldwork (Geography), Yr12  
14th June - Trip: Drama - Jack Studio Theatre, Brockley (Yrs 12 and 10)   
16th -17th June - Trip: DofE Yr10 Bronze practice qualifying expedition  
21st June - Rounders Tournament 
27th June - Trip: Drama - Apollo Theatre (2.22 Ghost Story), Yrs12  
30th June - Sports Day  
 
July  
4th July - INSET DAY  
 
 

Dates for the Diary  

Blake Bird 
James Prudence 
Natalie Radford 
Harvey McPhillips 

Year 8 Duty Pupils: 

A huge thank you, you all have been super amazing.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Reception Team 

 Dawson Bergmann 
Molly Booth 
Henry Selwood  
Charlie Boost 

KS3 Exams Dates  

Year 7 and 8 – Monday 5 June – Friday 16 June 

Year 9 – Monday 12 June to Friday 26 June 

Jack Kadshaw 
Teddy Dwyer 
Tristan Treasure 
Zayn Rickett-Schulter 

As the weather is getting warmer please can all students  
bring in a reusable water bottle to school each day. The 
water bottles can be refilled at the canteen and near to  
Students Services at break time and lunchtime. We only 
have a limited supply of plastic cups for First Aid and use of  
students who forgot a water bottle.   

                         
Thank you  

                                    Student Services Team 








