
Charles Darwin School 

Headlines 

 

 
BIMA Digital Day 
My thanks to Mrs. Elliott for organising the excellent BIMA digital day on Wednesday for our Year 10 Computer 
Science students. This event is designed to give 11-16 year olds an insight into a world of digital careers, encour-
aging more young people to discover the potential of a digital career.  It was a very successful day with all the stu-
dents really enjoying being able to think hard about a problem and come up with a real life solution.  I went along in 
the afternoon and it was great to see the students so focused.   
 
My congratulations to everyone involved and particularly to the winning team whose project will be submitted to 
BIMA as part of the nationwide digital challenge for a chance to win £500 for the school and some fantastic prizes 
for themselves: Seun Olawoyin, Sasha Morell, Jasmine Tuaima and Harry Coldspring.  
 
Considerate Parking 
Please can parents park considerately when dropping off or collecting children in Jail Lane.  With the recent bad 
weather this has become a concerning safety issue for children trying to cross the road between cars parked over 
driveways or on the yellow lines, it is also frustrating for our neighbours.  Your support in this area would be much 
appreciated.  
 
Bank Holiday 
The DfE have announced that due to the Coronation of King Charles III which will take place on Saturday 6th May, 
Monday 8

th
 May will be a bank holiday and schools will be closed.   

 
 
Aston Smith 

KS3 Fashion club created a poppy dress which can be seen in the main reception at school.  Well done to all those 
students who made poppies and then created their collaborative masterpiece!  
 
                                                                                                                                                                Miss Doughty  
                                                                                                                            Head of Art and Textiles Department 



Black History Month 2022  
 
Although the month of October was short in terms of school days due to the 2 week half term, we celebrated and 
raised awareness of Black History through assemblies, tutor group activities and each department had a focus on 
Black History in their subject area. In addition to raising awareness, we looked at the CHARACTER of individuals 

and ground-breakers who were able to succeed despite the barriers of ignorance, intolerance and racism. These 
character traits: Leadership, Organisation; Resilience; Initiative and Communication are characteristics we believe 
support personal development in school too. Here is a flavour of some of the learning that took place in lessons. 

From History 

 

 

Some might think the first black people in Britain arrived from Britain's colonies - the countries in Africa, the Carib-
bean and Asia that Britain ruled over, in some cases for centuries - after World War 2. 
The Ivory Bangle Lady is the name given to remains discovered in York in 1901 which are now on display in the 
York Museum. Archaeological analysis reveals that although she was born in Roman Britain, she's likely to be of 
North African descent. 
The remains have been dated to the second half of the 4th Century. 
She was found with jet and elephant ivory bracelets, earrings, pendants, beads, a blue glass jug and a glass mir-
ror. In other words, she wasn't poor. 
"It puts into question assumptions that black people have never been aspirationally wealthy or had any kind of 
wealth,"  

 

PE 
The PE department took an in-depth analysis of Black History through participation, success and protest.

. .  

 

Modern Foreign Languages 
 
MFL looked at a French poem written by Léopold Senghor that explored the theme of skin colour and pupils were 
asked to complete the activities and then illustrate the poem.  We chose the best examples and formed a display 
of the poem on the languages corridor. 

 

Black History Month 2022 



Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Reminder – please can parents call the absence line each day of your child’ s 
absence before 8.30am. This ensures we know your child is safe and their 

absence is authorised where possible. Our Attendance Officer is having to spend 
an increased amount of time each day chasing for responses.  

Thank you for your support. 

Science 
 
In science there was a focus on key scientists from the 1800s to today, looking at how scientific problems were 
solved and overcome, despite the barriers of segregation and slavery. George Washington Carver was a pioneer 
in crop science, working to save the decreasing cotton crops of the Deep South. He applied to university and was 
accepted, only to be turned away at the door due to the colour of his skin. His initiative and resilience in pursuing 
his career earned him a doctorate and we still use his practice in agriculture today. Fast-forward 100 years to lead-
ing UK space scientist Maggie Aderin-Pocock MBE and similar struggles took place, through school and through 
application to university.  
 

 

 

 

In her form this morning Miss Kaye-Chubb’s students listened to and analysed the lyrics of the song 'If you knew 
(how it would feel to be free)' by Jeff Buckely, sung by Nina Simone. 
They listened beautifully and therefore heard the strong message about freedom in the song.  I was so proud of 
them and then we watched her live singing and playing the piano.  It was very moving! 
 

Many more lessons happened across the school and Black History is covered in the History curriculum through 
key stage 3. 
 

                                                                                                                                                Mr R Jones 

School Fund  

School Fund contributions 
 
We have always asked for contributions to the School Fund but this year these contributions will be more important 
to us than ever before.  Any amount you are able to contribute will be greatly received. Payment can be made on 
Parent Pay or using the bank details that went out on the School Fund letter. 
 
Many thanks  



BIMA Day 9th November 2022 

Spotlight: Computer Science Department  
 
What is BIMA? 
 
BIMA is the British Interactive Media Association is a not-for-profit industry body representing the digital industry in 
the UK. BIMA is a membership organisation primarily made up of digital agencies.  
 
What is BIMA Day? 
 
BIMA Digital Day is the only initiative of its kind, it gives 11-16-year-olds an insight into a world of digital careers. Stu-
dents compete in a sponsored, nationwide digital challenge for a chance to win £500 cash for their school and some 
fantastic prizes for themselves. We, at Charles Darwin School, were selected to host the event for our year 10 Com-
puter Science classes, 10A and 10B. The students were presented with a challenge from BIMA’s clients and stu-
dents worked on their project throughout the day, finalising in a Dragon’s Den Presentation. Our guest speaker was 
the Managing Director of BIMA, Matt Sullivan, who came in from Cambridge to spend the day working with our stu-
dents and was part of the Dragon’s Den Panel. 
 
What do the challenges look like? 
 
The challenges change every year but they are always sponsored by brands and focus on real-life issues. To give 
you an idea, last year’s challenge issued by WWF was about climate change, the greatest environmental challenge 
the world has ever faced. The students were asked to use technology and digital solutions to make it easier for peo-
ple to understand the true environmental footprint of products and services, allowing households, schools, universi-
ties and businesses to make choices that are good for the planet. 
 
What our students thought of the day? 
 
Alex W: “Initially I wasn’t sure about it but over the lessons it got a lot more fun and it was also really challenging and 
there was a lot of team work”   
 
Khushi S: “Today was an extremely informational day. We had a member of BIMA give a talk about our brief & about 
working in the technological field, he was knowledgeable & nice. How today worked was that first we got a brief 
about Primark & Royal Mail (which were our topics), then the challenges of each, and after that we picked one of the 
topics & did a presentation about our ideas on it in groups of 4-5. For the first 2 periods we spent it doing research 
and collecting information & spent the third organising them into ideas & the last 2 presenting. My group decided to 
pick Primark as our topic & its issue on promoting its sustainability. Our idea was to create an app where you can 
collect points (by buying eco-friendly items or donating/recycling items) and it is all done on your phone where you 
can check your points etc. & see how your scanned item is made & what is it made of. Overall, today was an engag-
ing & educational day where not a single moment was wasted, I had a wonderful time.”  
 
Frankie H: “The BIMA workshop was good. We had to find a new solution to help Royal Mail and come up with a new 
idea to help them, we had to create a solution for 'Digital Doorstep’ and present our idea to our teachers and Matt 
from BIMA.” 

Joshua M: “Today I have learnt how to make and design a presentation in a professional way, which is a good life 
skill for when you are older” 
 
Samson S: “BIMA has taught our group a lot more about graphics design and working in a more managed way and 
also how to help your ideas elaborate.” 
 
Amelia W: “I found today to be full of fun and gave me a new perspective on the digital world and how versatile it can 
be in our everyday life. It helped me learn about everyone's ideas and how different each can be, it also helped me 
realise the real reality on the environment and after my research it made me want to help the community much more 
in assisting getting the planet back to healthy living.  
 Before today I didn’t think much on the environments condition and how if we worked together through the internet, 
we can all help the planet, whether that be just raising awareness by donation or as big as getting big companies' 
recognition to the idea. All for all, BIMA let me know all the careers and opportunities I can get in this industry and 
opened my mind to the fact that computer science can not only just be coding but can shape our future  



Recognition and Winners! 
 
We can only submit one idea to BIMA to represent our school, however we were impressed by the level of work, 
dedication and enthusiasm that went into all the year 10 projects. We want to take this opportunity to recognise some 
of the students who stood out for the following awards: 
 
Taking the Lead Award: Amelia W  

Getting Up to Speak Award: Samson S 

Best Content Award: Rex A, David A and Alex H 

Best Teamwork Award: The Barry Boys (Charlie YB, Louis B, Dylan P, Billy T) 

And finally, our winning team: Seun O, Sasha M, Harry C and Jasmine T 

Winning team presented their presentation  

 

Students working on the Primark Project. 

Students working on the Royal Mail Project. 

Students being introduced to the BIMA Day Project.  

Mrs Elliott 



Science - Harry Potter Competition  
 
To celebrate the new Madam Sprout greenhouse exhibit at the studios, Harry Potter experience pupils were chal-
lenged to get creative and imagine their own magical plant creation, using Professor Sprout’s greenhouse as inspira-
tion. Students were encouraged to revisit the first book ‘The chamber of secrets’ or watch a clip of the when we meet 
the Mandrake plants in the first film. Pupils were asked to submit their designs or models which were then selected 
for entry to competition. Over 650 schools took part, with nearly 19,000 entries!. We are still waiting to hear back 
from Warner Bros in terms of a winning entry but within science we have selected four pupils to receive a prize for 
their entry.  
Our favourite entries were: Leo Currier, Rose Greiff, Jenson Ladd-Talbot, Lila Harrison and Ashleigh Chilcraft, 
those selected will receive a prize in recognition of their idea. 
 

Well done to all the pupils that took part we are going to make a fantastic new display of all entries in the science 
area 
 Year 7  - Tilly Cole, Alfie Mason, Charlotte Duncombe, Emilia Baines, Mia Mitchell, Jessica Watson, Jade St John, 
Bethany Humpries, Ava Newton, Rocco Chipchase, Poppy Mason, Lila Harrison, William French, Scarlett Brooker, 
Lily-Lea Carey, Alfie Sayer, Cleo Campbell, Jenson Ladd-Talbot, Alfie Boyd, Rosie Kelly-Johnson, Maya Thompson, 
Magnus Malcolmson, William Aspinall, Emily Spencer, Demi Walker Starks, Jake Sonatli, Stanley Hillman, Olly Da-
vies, Max Spears, Aston Fay-Abrehart, George Murphy, Mya Stathopoulos, Charlie Ince, Zachary Horton, Eliza Caka 
and Charlotte Weller.  
 
Year 8 Sofia Raulinaitis, Henry Clark, Freddie Brennan, Taylor Aling, Rose Greiff, Leo Nagle, Ashleigh Chilcraft and 
Leo Currier.  

                                                                                                                                                                Mrs Mackay 
 

Harry Potter Competition 











Year 8 Duty Pupils 
 
Alfie Hater 
Nathan Smith 
Oliver Wilkie 
Oliver Hollman 
Archie Read 
Harry Kelly 
Lacey Wallis 
Isabelle Lavinbates 
Bethany McGonigal 
Madeline Lee 
 
A huge thank you                    
                                                Reception Team 

Thank you to our duties, they have been fantastic this week, and their help has been invaluable: 
 
Robert Brooks 
Devhante Logan 
Mia Stapley 

Vinny Tucke  
                                                                                                                                         Students Services Team  

7PDg/STi 97.9% 

8GAn 96.3% 

9SCu 97.9% 

10SDa 96.6% 

11PEi 95.8% 

12IMr 99.2% 

13GQu 98.4% 

ATTENDANCE 

Congratulations to the following Tutor Groups who have the highest 
attendance for week ending 4 November 2022. 
 

Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, option 1:  
 

Reminder – please can parents call the absence line each day of your child’ s 
absence before 8.30am. This ensures we know your child is safe and their 

absence is authorised where possible. Our Attendance Officer is having to spend 
an increased amount of time each day chasing for responses.  

Thank you for your support. 



 
Aspire - Endeavour - Achieve 

  Charles Darwin School 

Jail Lane, Biggin Hill,  

Westerham,  Kent, TN16 3AU  

Tel: 01959 574043 

Email: enquiries@cdarwin.com   

Website: www.cdarwin.com 

2021/22 A Level outcomes 
 

20.3% at A*- A  
48.4% at A*- B  
79.6% at A*- C  
100% at A*- E  
 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
Thursday 17th November 2022 

6pm - 8pm 
 

Presentations in the Main Hall at 6pm and 7pm 

Prospective students and parents are welcome to meet current subject staff and students to 
discuss the exciting opportunities our Sixth Form has to offer between 6pm and 8pm. 

Please book onto one of our two presentations, see below for details: 

Presentation 1  
6pm in the Main Hall 

 

Email to book your place 
talk1@cdarwin.com 

Presentation 2 
7pm in the Main Hall 

 

Email to book your place 
talk2@cdarwin.com 

Our progress score at A Level puts us in the top 10% of schools in the country 

mailto:talk1@cdarwin.com
mailto:talk2@cdarwin.com


Term Dates 2022 - 23 

AUTUMN 2022 
Thursday 1

st
 September -

  
14

th
 October   

   
Half Term: Monday 17

th
 October – Friday 28

th
 October  

Monday 31
st
  October – Wednesday 21

st
  December

    
 
Christmas Holiday: Thursday 22

nd
 December – 

Tuesday 3
rd 

January 
 
SPRING 2023            
Wednesday 4

th
January – Friday 10

th
 February 

     
Half Term: Monday 13

th
 February – Friday 17

th 
February 

Monday 20
th

 February – Friday31
st
 March   

     
 
Easter Holiday: Monday 3 

d 
April  – Friday 14

th
 April 

 
SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17th April – Friday 26th May   
     
Half Term: Monday 29

th
 May – Friday 32

nd
June 

Monday 5
th 

June – Friday 21
st 

July   
     

Notes: Good Friday 7th April 2023 
             Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils  
 
Monday 31

st
 October 2022 

Friday 27
th
 January 2023 

Tuesday 4
th
 July 2023 

 
November  
14th November -Trip to The Emmanuel Centre, London 9.45am-16.15pm A Level   
16th November – Year 9/10 DofE Parents’ Information Evening 5.00-5.30pm 
17th November -Sixth Form Open Evening  
21st November - Physics in Action Lectures, London (year12/13) 9.30am– 4.00pm (Ado) 
24th November -Year 13 Parents’ Evening  
26th November - Trip: Singing for Christmas Light switch on (yr7) 3.45pm– 5.00pm (VMa) 
30th November– Trip: Science Museum/Crick Institute (Medical Sci – Yrs 12/13) 9.30am-2.00pm 
(KMa) 
 30th November  - Trip:6.00pm– 8.00pm Christmas Concert, St Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill Year 
7 Choir (VMa) 
 
December  
2nd December -Belgium, French & German Christmas Markets  (year 9/10) 
5th December - Year 8 Charity Event 
5th December -  Trip: Carol singing at Waitrose, Biggin Hill Yr 7 (VMa) 
8th December - Trip: Saatchi Gallery, London (Art &Textiles– Yrs 12/13) 9.30am– 4.00pm (NDy) 
10th December - School production (all day rehearsal Hall) 
12th December -Year 8 Reward Trip 
12th December - School production 7pm 
13th December - School Production 7pm 
14th December - School production 7pm 
20th December -Trip: French Institute, London (Yrs 11/10), 9.00am– 4.30pm (KWo) 
21st December - End of Term, Early closure 
 
January  
4th January - Spring term starts  
 

Dates for the Diary  


