
Charles Darwin School 

Headlines 

DofE Practice Expedition 
Last Saturday Mr. Culver, accompanied by Mrs. Mackay, Mrs. Tsang, Miss Abbotts and Miss Candy, led the Year 10 
Bronze DofE students in their practice walk, completing loops from school and around Cudham. All the students did 
exceptionally well and soon realised how important it was to look out for every passing detail on the map! My 
congratulations to the students involved who gained valuable practice in advance of the qualifying expeditions at the 
end of May. 
 
History Event 
Tuesday’s History event, organised by Mrs. Davies and Mrs. Ruth, was superb. Marc Morris, the acclaimed 
Historian, described as “the genius of medieval narrative”, delivered a brilliant presentation to our History GCSE 
students who were given an excellent learning opportunity. I learnt a lot myself from his engaging and detailed 
presentation. It was great that parents and staff also had the opportunity to attend and the event was even more 
memorable by the medieval themed afternoon tea before the presentation. It was so pleasing to see students re-
engaging with their curriculum and having these wonderful opportunities after Covid restrictions. My thanks to all 
families who attended and especially to those who donated the medieval themed cakes! 
  
Friends Football Tournament 
My thanks to Mr. Burtonshaw and the Friends of Charles Darwin School for arranging the Football Tournament on 
Tuesday afternoon which raised over £230. The tournament involved over 100 students from Years 7 and 8 together 
with special guest goalkeepers from the staff.  The whole occasion was capped off by fantastic support from parents 
and students who came along to watch and contributed with an admission fee. Every participant was given a 
certificate to highlight the excellent work the Friends do in raising much needed funds for the school. Their support is 
hugely appreciated by staff and students. My congratulations to the students who took part and played so well.  
 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
It was great to welcome our Year 7 parents in to school on Thursday. I spoke to a number of families and it is clear 
that they really appreciated the opportunity to come into school for face to face discussions with staff, especially as 
this is the first time these parents have been in the school. Feedback from staff is that they also appreciated the live 
event and enjoyed being able to meet with families.  
 
Junior Maths Challenge 
Well done to the 140 students who took part in the Junior Maths Challenge on Wednesday - I am looking forward to 
hearing the results in due course.  
 
Lesson from the Artic 
This week a group of Year 7 and 8 Geography students had the amazing opportunity to take part in a live online 
lesson with a scientist direct from the Arctic. The lesson was based on climate change in the Arctic regions which is 
warming faster than anywhere else on the planet.  
 

Aston Smith 

 

Charles Darwin Parents & Carers  
Healthy Relationships Online - Session 2 

 

Wednesday 11th May 2022 
 
6pm - 7pm 
 
Online Event 

An online workshop for families of students at Charles  
Darwin School on cyber-safety and healthy relationships  
online for young people.  
 
To book onto this online workshop, please click on the link 
below.  
 
Charles Darwin Parents & Carers : Healthy Relationships 
Online Tickets, Wed 11 May 2022 at 18:00 | Eventbrite  

7EKa/CAh 93.3% 

8COn 99.1% 

9MEd 94.2% 

10ORo 98.1% 

11RBr 98.1% 

12GQu 100% 

13GSh/FSu 99.4% 

Congratulations to the following Tutor Groups 
who have the highest attendance for week 
ending 22 April 2022. 

Attendance 



The History department was delighted to invite Marc Morris (a medieval historian) to give a lecture here at Charles 
Darwin School on Tuesday 26

th
 April. Marc Morris was first asked to take part in our Medieval Afternoon Tea, he then 

went on to give a very insightful and knowledgeable talk on the Norman Conquest and its significance in shaping 
Britain as we know it. This was then followed by a number of great questions from our audience who consisted of Year 
9, 10, 11, and Sixth Form History students, as well as parents. 

A massive thank you needs to go out to the students who helped to make this event really special, the helpers who set 
up the afternoon tea, the waiters and waitresses, and of course the students who all took part in the history themed 
cake competition. There were some amazing entries and we were very impressed with our budding Historians! 

The History Department 



All Year 8 Parents  - HPV 1 Vaccination  
 
The Bromley School Age Immunisation Team will be visiting our school on Thursday, 5th May 2022, to carry out HPV 
1 vaccination for all Year 8 students.  
 

Please see email sent on Wednesday 20th April 2022 and again on Monday 25th April 2022 which includes the link 
for the electronic parental consent form along with an information leaflet. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Mrs Booth 
Health Care Lead 

We would like to inform you of an exciting opportunity in language learning for pupils studying French in Years 8, 9 
and 10. Next Wednesday, 4th May, we have invited in a French theatre company who will deliver an interactive, fun 
theatre piece to our students. 
 

This is something quite special because the plays are modern, accessible and very entertaining.  We think this is a 
unique opportunity and an excellent way to boost pupil interest and confidence in language learning. 
 

It is performed by native French speakers who are experienced in ensuring that their plays are clear for pupils to 
understand and be able to follow and enjoy the relatable plot. 
 
In order to ensure that the play can go ahead, we are asking for a contribution via ParentPay of £3. Pupils will be off 
timetable for the duration of the play and will receive more information from their language teacher in due course. 
 

We thank you for your support and encouragement of this language learning opportunity. 
 

Ms Wood 

On Thursday 21st April, 15 students from Year 
9 to Year 13 travelled into London to the 
Southbank Centre to watch an evening show.  
 

We watched Akram Khan's production 'Kaash' 
which explored pure speed and energy and the 
Hindu God Shiva with his creation and 
destruction.  
 

It was an intelligent and mature piece suitable 
for A Level students as we study this 
choreographer in Year 12, but I was so pleased 
to hear that all students enjoyed it and were 
able to appreciate the sheer talent of the five 
dancers performing a 55 minute piece!  

 

Thank you to all the students for being so well behaved, it was a truly enjoyable evening. And a big thank you to Miss 
Woods for joining us!   
 

Miss C Abbotts   
Head of Dance  

Theatre Trip to the Southbank 



Last Saturday our Year 10 Bronze DofE students took part in a 
practice walk, completing loops from School around Cudham.  
 
Students were quickly away from School and on unfamiliar 
footpaths on the hilly routes I had planned for them. After missing 
the very first turn onto a footpath and a little bit of back tracking my 
group quickly realised how important it was to look out for every 
passing detail on the map!  
 
My group encouraged each other on and were great company 
throughout the morning as we carefully pushed brambles aside, 
waved at alpacas and kept checking our maps to finish the loop 
and head back to the familiar terrain of Jail Lane. One group 

rerouted to finish at Cudham and it 
was nice to see smiles on their 
faces as they finished after being 
tested by the perils of a walking 
navigation.  
 
Well done to everyone who took 
part and I look forward to taking 
the lessons we have learnt forward 
to the qualifying expeditions on the 
19

th
 and 20

th
 of May. 

 

Mr Culver 

Last week over 100 Year 9 Geography students took to the 
beach to complete fieldwork. Fieldwork is an important part 
of their GCSE and students are examined on the techniques 
and results of their findings.  
 
Students investigated the effectiveness of the coastal 
management at Rottingdean, Sussex. Local authorities 
have spent over £50 million in protecting this stretch of 
coastline and the 14,324 people who live in Rottingdean! In 
class students continue to investigate the use and impacts 
of the sea wall, groynes and rip rap. Is Rottigdean worth 
protecting? Have they used the best forms of defence? 
 

Mr T Jones/Miss Kelly 

Summer Term Review 2022 
Firstly, thank you to parent/carers that took the time to feedback on their views around use of mobile phones as part 
of our school review. These plus the feedback from staff and student groups have been reviewed. A revised policy 
which considers views of all parties will be circulated before half term and explained clearly to children in assemblies 
before it is in place after half term. 
 
The main review for the Summer term in advance of the September start is around Behaviour, primarily sanctions 
and praise/reward. This will include looking at the impact of Whole school detention system in place, Senior staff 
detentions, and internal and external exclusions. This will also include how we use these sanction for issues in the 
vicinity of the school including buses and our liaison with the Safer Neighbourhood Team for community concerns. 
 
Secondly, we are looking to review our Praise and reward approach in school. There are so many aspects of this 
where individuals are personally and more publicly recognised for aspects such as effort, achievement, attendance, 
attitude, community behaviour and resilience. From Jack Petchey awards and Progress pens to phone calls home, 
recognition through House points, opportunity for trips and visits and recognition in assemblies and Celebration of 
Success events.  Again, this review will allow us to consider how effective these rewards are. 
 
If you would like to contribute any feedback, positive or otherwise around aspects of praise and reward and 
sanctions in the school, please do email me on lre@cdarwin.com by Friday 13 May so we have some views from our 
parents/carers. Your time to do this would be much appreciated 
 

Mrs Rees 

Year 10 DofE Bronze Practice 

Year 9 Geography Field Trip 



Hay Fever Season is Here! 
If your child suffers from Hay fever, it is important that they are correctly treated. Their symptoms may affect their 
academic work. 
 
Please ensure your child takes their Hay Fever medication in the morning before school as we are unable to give this 
out during the school day. 
 
Many thanks. 

Mrs Booth 
Health Care Lead 

Charles Darwin School 
Preloved Uniform Shop 
 

Please donate any unwanted school uniform items 
no longer required. We are looking to generate 
enough stock in any size and in reasonable condition 
to be able to re-sell to families at a much reduced 
rate. We are particularly keen to have the following:  
 

 Blazers 
 Skirts 
 Trousers 
 PE Kits 
 

If anyone is able to volunteer to help us create this 
Preloved Uniform Shop please contact Mrs Rees at 
the school. 
 

All donations can be left at Main Reception. 
 

Thank you.    



BROMLEY HEALTHCARE  - Year 10 ‘Your Choice, Your Voice’ sessions 
On Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th May 2022 , Bromley Healthcare will be delivering the following sessions to 
our Year 10 students. 
 

 Relationships & Sexuality 

 Sexual Health 

 Bodies, Sex and the Law  

 Drugs and Alcohol 
 
Please read the leaflet that follows for your information. 

Miss Zysemil 











Pupil absence line: 01959 574043, 
option 1:  

 
Parents/carers must phone before 

08:30am with a full reason on every 

Term Dates 2021 - 22 

SUMMER 2022 
Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May   
Half Term: Monday 30st May – Friday 3rd June 
Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July  
        
 

Term Dates 2022 - 23 

AUTUMN 2022 
Thursday 1st September – Friday 14th October   
  
Half Term: Monday 17th October – Friday 28th October 
 
Monday 31st October – Wednesday 21st December 
 
Christmas Holiday: Thursday 22nd December - 
Tuesday 3rd January  
   
SPRING 2023            
Wednesday 4th January – Friday 10th February  
   
Half Term: Monday 13th – Friday 17th February 
 
Monday 20th February – Friday 31st March   
     
Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April  – Friday 14th April 
 
SUMMER 2023 
Monday 17th April – Friday 26th May  
(Monday 1st May - Bank Holiday) 
    
Half Term: Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 
 
Monday 5th June – Friday 21st July  

Notes: Good Friday 7th April 2023 
             Easter Monday 10th April 2023 

INSET Days - School closed to pupils  
Tuesday 30th August 2022 
Wednesday 31

st
 August 2022 

Monday 31
st
 October 2022 

Friday 27
th
 January 2023 

Tuesday 4
th
 July 2023 

May 
Monday 2 May - Bank Holiday 
Wednesday 4 May - Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Friday 27 May - Year 13 Leavers’ BBQ 
Friday 27 May - End of Term  
 
June 
Wednesday 8 June - New Year 7 Induction Evening  
Friday 24 June - Year12/13 Summer Ball 
 
July 
Friday 1st July - Year 11 Prom 
Friday 22 July - End of Term 
 
 

Dates for the Diary 

Year 8 Duty Pupils  
Many thanks to Harvey McPhillips, Natalie Radford, Eray Dyson, Henry West, Blake Bird, Jenson O’Lough-
nane, Ronnie Vian-Rooke, Lizzie Stanford, Liam Stacey, Shanesha Delanbanque, James Prudence, Chloe 
Ingleby, Jessica Jones, Bobbie Buttle, Harrison Dooler, Elsie Cole, Josh Cole and Queenie Nsiona. 
 

 
Miss Todd 
Reception 

Student Services Duty Pupils 
Many thanks to our very hard working Duty Pupils, Ezekiel Beckford, Barbara Boye and Millie Brocklehurst. 
 

Mrs Paterson 
Student Services 

Duty Pupils April 2022 




